
2016-2017 Charge Conference, Acts 1:8 Assembly 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
(Acts 1:8 NIV) 

Time is nearing to gather at our 2016-2017 Charge Conferences, what we have named 
the Acts 1:8 Assembly. This year’s theme for our conference is “Call to Bold Prayers”. 
I am praying that we may be anointed by the Holy Spirit at this holy conference:  

 to know the importance of PRAYING together with boldness,  “bold corporate 
prayer”; 

 for the sake of our apostolic witnessing, as promised in Acts 1:8; 

 so that we can honor our Heavenly Father God who honors our bold prayers 

I prefer holding a church conference so that we can “encourage broader participation by 
members of the church” (2012 Book of Discipline, BOD, ¶248). (Note the time 
requirements for publicizing a church conference to the congregation.) Churches who 
want to have a “charge conference” are also encouraged to do so. Please read carefully 
BOD ¶247 for powers and duties of the charge conference.  

As stated in BOD ¶247.3, I will not only receive reports but will look for the “adopted 
goals and objectives” of your own church. I will look for pastoral reports with clear 
achievements for the past year and future goals. I will explain about this further at the 
pre-charge conference. I invite pastors and those who prepare charge/church 
conference reports to attend the pre-charge conference at Avenue UMC, Milford, at 
6:30 p.m. on August 23, 2016.  

Churches are supposed to submit a master copy--containing all of the reports—to the 
District Office one week prior to the conference. Churches should then compile 
participant copies containing only the items that need a vote at the conference. As for 
the list of required reports for master and participants, we plan to attach them on the 
website of our conference, along with an agenda for our time together, schedule, and 
items (instructions and forms) as soon as they become available.  

As we did last year, we will continue cluster conferences this year. Clusters were 
created to join churches within geographical proximity for the following purposes:  

 to maximize our efficiency in communicating and managing our resources as a 
district;  

 to offer you the opportunity to share ideas and learn from one another;  

 to be able to connect/celebrate similar ministries;  

 to examine challenges together;  

 and, to embrace united visions as the district. 



In order to give newly appointed pastors additional time to get to know their churches 
we have planned the schedule to offer later dates to those churches. We will take into 
account special requests considering each local church’s specific situations; however, 
unless you have a major conflict, we ask that you not attempt to reschedule. As always 
though, grace prevails.   

Please encourage your congregation’s participation in our Acts 1:8 Assembly. I look 

forward to the LORD’s anointing as we reflect together on this scripture, “After they 

prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” (Acts 4:31).  

Blessings, 

 
The Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa 
Dover District Superintendent 


