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Whatcoat and Wesley Churches of Dover are engaging in ministry togeth-
er to address racism. Our first step was a joint sermon between pastors 
Turhan Potter of Whatcoat and Amy Yarnall of Wesley in June, shortly 
after protests began in response to George Floyd’s death in Minneapolis. 
Both of our churches having virtual worship provided a unique opportuni-
ty to be two places at once on Sunday morning.  

Next we began the planning for a joint online book study. After reviewing 
several books, we decided to study So You Want to Talk About Race by 
Ijeoma Oluo. This book was featured by the United Methodist Women in 
their reading program, and has been used for an online course offered by 
United Methodist Women as a “Bridge” course.  

After several weeks of publicity and online registration, we began the 
course on September 9 with 47 registered. The registrations were roughly 
evenly divided between the two churches, plus a few additional members 
of the community, including our District Superintendent Dr. Kyung Hee 
Sa. We meet every two weeks using ZOOM, and discussion questions are 
emailed in advance, so that participants have time to read the chapters 
and reflect upon the questions.  

Sessions include introductory large group time, including a short video 
clip. Then we break into six small groups of 6-8 members in each group.  

The goal of the study is to build relationships as we learn and grow, so 
that we can continue to engage in ministry together.  

We also are discussing ideas including working together on writing a His-
tory of Methodism in Dover publication,  and bringing together our 
Church and Society committees to plan joint events and projects. We also 
look forward to the day when we can resume having joint worship and 
choirs signing together.  

Continued next page 

So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo.  

BOOK DISCUSSION 



We are excited to see what the Spirit will do as a result of the relation-
ships nurtured by this study.  

Our study is laid out using the titles of the chapters:  

Week 1 

Introduction  

Is it really about race? 

What is racism?  Introduction 

Week 2 

What if I talk about race wrong? 

Why am I always being told to “check my privilege”? 

What are microaggressions?  

Week 3 

What is intersectionality and why do I need it? 

Is police brutality really about race? 

How can I talk about affirmative action?  

Week 4 

What is the school-to-prison pipeline? 

Why can’t I say the “N” word? 

What is cultural appropriation?  

Week 5 

Why can’t I touch your hair? 

Why are our students so angry? 

What is the model minority myth?  

Week 6 

But what if I hate Al Sharpton? 

I just got called racist, what do I do now? 

Talking is great, but what else can I do?  

 

See Registration Information on next page 



https://bit.ly/33xR39r


 

 
Annual Conference Important Dates  

 

  

Sat. October 24 – 9:00 am – 11:00 am  

 ZOOM Executive Session for voting members of the clergy only.  

 

Sat. October 24 – 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm  

ZOOM Laity Session for voting members of the laity only.   

 

Tue. October 27 – 6:30 pm  

 ZOOM Annual Conference information session to explain further the budg-

et, district re-alignment and nominations. All are welcome.  

  

Thu. November 5 – 6:30 pm  

 ZOOM Annual Conference information session to discuss the disaffiliation 

resolution.  

  

Fri. November 13 – 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm  

 ZOOM Annual Conference  

  

Sat. November 14 – 10:00 am  

 Memorial Service at Connection Community Church in Middletown, 

DE.  This is by invitation only.  The service will be live-streamed (Facebook) 

for visitors and guests 

  

Sat. November 14 – 1:30 pm (robing), 2:00 pm  

 Ordination and Commissioning Service at Connection Community Church 

in Middletown, DE.  This is by invitation only.  The service will be live-

streamed (Facebook) for visitors and guests. 



October 24, 2020 PDC Annual Conference 

Virtual 

9am-11am Clergy 

1:00-3:00pm Laity 

November 13, 2020 PDC Annual Conference 

 (Virtual)  

1:00—5:00 pm 

 

November 14, 2020 Memorial Service 

Connections Community Church, Millsboro 

(by ticket only) 

10:00 am 

November 14, 2020 Ordination Service 

Connections Community Church, Millsboro 

(by ticket only) 

2:00 pm 

December 9, 2020 Clergy Gathering 

ZOOM 

10:00 am 

Thank You!! 
 

The Dover District would like to thank the churches that have Faith-

fully submitted their apportionments in Spite of financial stress or 

difficulties.  

 We encourage you to stay Faithful  



We have decided to turn our monthly Pastor Article’s attention to Newly  

Appointed Pastor’s.  I’m hoping it will be a blessing to all of us to get to know 

them and how they are settling into their churches.  

Amy Willey 

Celebrating Helen Lewis (CLM) 

Amy (A): Please tell us about yourself. 

Helen: Mark & I have been married 39 years and have two wonderful, supportive children 
(and son-in-law) - Sara, Ryan & Michael.  We are proud grandparents of our grandbabies - 
Abigail & Benjamin. Mark has been very supportive of my assignment, as has the Wood-
side congregation.  I am excited and blessed to be a part of the Houston United Methodist 
church, and am looking forward to what God has planned for us in the future. 

A: How hard was it to start this journey in your life during the pandemic? 

H: It was somewhat difficult, coming into the position at Houston United Methodist Church 
in May of this year.  There had been no form of church for church members since COVID-
19 started in March.  I felt it was very important to make that a top priority.  Thankfully, I had 
been involved with helping my husband, Mark, work through getting his worship online for 
Woodside United Methodist Church.  I am also employed fulltime as an administrative    
assistant in Smyrna School District.  So far, I have been able to balance both positions. 

A: Are you doing online or in-person worship right now?  

H: We had started out doing Facebook Live and FreeConferenceCall in May.  We started 
live worship September 13th with COVID-19 guidelines in place.  

A: How are you keeping in touch and getting to know your congregation? 

H: Since we were not able to meet face-to-face, I have reached out to many of our mem-
bers through phone calls, introducing myself and learning a bit about each one.  I look for-
ward to getting to know the congregation better. 

A: How are you reaching out to your community?  

H: Even after opening up for live services, we continue to share our worship service on Fa-
cebook Live as well as continuing with FreeConferenceCall. 

A: What is your favorite scripture? 

H:  Jeremiah 29:11-12   For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to      
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on me 
and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 

I love this scripture because it has brought me through some difficult times in my life.  It serves as a 
reminder that God is always listening to our prayers and will direct our paths in accordance with His 
will. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Bishop celebrates laity & pastors 

 in October 

This October especially is an ideal time for us all to celebrate ministry! 

 

October 18 is “Laity Sunday.” I hope that every church will have lay persons 
giving witness as they preach the Word. And every church should give thanks 

to our faithful God for the faithful laity in our churches. 

 

October is also “Clergy Appreciation Month,” and I hope that each church will 
honor its pastors at some time during this month. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has challenged us all in unimaginable ways. But our committed leaders and 

the faithful people of God have shown resilience and grace through it all. 

  

  

Faithfully Yours, 

Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 



CEU Workshop Opprtunity 
 

 

Wespath is offering a Virtual Educational Event to all active cler-
gy.  Wespath Benefits and Investments “Delivered to You” will be held 
on the afternoons of October 26 and 27, 2020.  The registration fee is 
just $49.00 and includes the event Care Package that will be shipped to 
you in advance. The deadline for registration is Friday, October 
16. This deadline ensures your ability to receive the Care Package and 
all of the materials to participate fully and enjoy the event more. 

 
For those of you who have participated in the regional Benefits Educa-
tion Workshops in the past, you can bear witness to the fact that 
these are arguably one of the best resource tools available to our cler-
gy, and far too underutilized!  Now you can participate without even 
leaving your home!  Not only will there be informative and inspiring seg-
ments, but Wespath will also offer special opportunities to: 

 Schedule a consultation with a Wespath staff member. This private 
session is your opportunity to discuss your own account balance and 
pension projection. A knowledgeable Wespath representative will help 
you understand your specific benefit situation. 

 Meet with a Pastoral Counselor / Spiritual Director —If you are 
looking for an opportunity to explore your individual wellness issues in a 
safe, confidential manner, this session—facilitated by a professional 
counselor—is appropriate for you. Gain perspective from someone out-
side your conference who can listen, problem-solve and bless you with a 
fresh outlook on how to resolve your specific issue as well as offer new 
ideas for living a healthy and balanced life. 

 Acquire Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) awarded for attending 
this event. This certificate will be provided to you via email after the 
completion of the event. 

Gain more Virgin Pulse Points!  These will be awarded for attending this 
event. Pulse points will be made available to you – if you are interested 
in receiving these bonus points – after the completion of the event. 

https://www.wespath.org/about-wespath/events/Delivered-to-You 

  

https://www.wespath.org/about-wespath/events/Delivered-to-You
https://www.wespath.org/about-wespath/events/Delivered-to-You


Church News 

Centenary UMC  
 

Members of our bell choir, Celestial Sounds, have been out playing music for mem-
bers who have been unable to get to church! They are calling it "Bells for Jesus"! If 
you know of a member or attendee who has not been able to make it to church & 

would like a visit, please let us know! 
 

 

Led by: Karen Tull. Ann Lee, Connie Massey,  TJ Brock &  Patty Eskridge 
 

https://www.facebook.com/DoverDistrictUMC/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWQ_6J50fUgPY76-w7j70DRmjcQ56VN5pbt_aFv1QX7IgsEe2DN9Ndj6P6kjWvkzhxPU6a7Mt0ogPE7-31uiQgObh72becbeSp6ahoVWzLjqsKZmS1Y4FYuvSC5eT_Mqfs&__tn__=kK-R


Strict protocols of wearing masks,    
social distancing, taking temperature 
readings of all participants, etc. were 
closely observed. 

Grace UMC Millsboro celebrated a belated Pentecost with Confirmation 
Sunday on September 27 and welcomed seven new members [one of 

which was baptized] with a glorious, Spirit-filled service. 

 The Confirmation Class began last  October and had to navigate the 
pandemic, but these youth ran the race and endured with grace,  determi-

nation and resilience!   

 Welcome Quinton Asman, Sedona Ashman, Musa Ayub,  Lilly Has-
tings, Emma Ossman, Violet Reichert and Camryn Tofanicchio! 

Swag Bags 





We want to know what is  

happening in  

our district and 

 We need your help! 

 

We are blessed and inspired when our local churches share stories of success and 
joy in mission and ministry.   

 

Please share the events and  

activities at your Church by  

emailing your stories and photos to:  

DoverDistOff@pen-del.org and add Newsletter to the subject  line. 

Deadline for the November issue is October 26th.  

Dover District Office 
30 Loockerman Plaza 

Dover, DE  19901 

 

Phone: 302-526-2629 

Fax: 302-526-2473 

 

Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa 

Dover District Superintendent 

e-mail:  doverds@pen-del.org  

 

Amy Willey 

Administrative Assistant 

e-mail: DoverDistOff@pen-del.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

7:30 am—3:00 pm 

Friday:  Closed 

Peninsula-Delaware 

Conference 
 

The United Methodist Church 

Bishop Felton Edwin May 

Resource Center 

139 N. State Street 

Dover, DE  19901 

Website:  www.pen-del.org 

Phone:  302-674-2626 

Toll Free:  1-877-736-3351 

 

Presiding Bishop 
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

PO Box 820 

Valley Forge, PA  19482 

mailto:doverds@pen-del.org
mailto:cmyers@pen-del.org

