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Dangerous Prayers to Taste Christ’s Gentle and Lowly Spirit 

Rev.  Dr. Kyung Hee Sa 

 

 One of my favorite seasons in the Christian calendar is Advent. It will be here sooner 
than we expect. In this unprecedented year of pandemic, I prepare myself for Advent with 
strong anticipation, personal longing for Christ, the Savior and spiritual thirst for healing. Spir-
itual hunger and thirst seem to rise higher and higher, as the world and the country are in 
great turmoil. Many are hurting and suffering. How can we prepare ourselves to live through 
such a time like this? 

 To prepare myself for the special season of Advent and Christmas, I have been using 
two books as my own spiritual guide: Dangerous Prayers: Because Following Jesus Was Nev-
er Meant to Be Safe by Craig Groeschel and Gentle and Lowly: The Heart of Christ for Sinners 
and Sufferers by Dane Ortlund. I have been praying the dangerous prayers—"Search me. 
Break me. Send me,” as Croeschel suggests. The hardest dangerous prayer for me is ‘break 
me’. Who would want to ask God to break us? We pray, “Lord, keep me free from pain.” Or we 
pray, “God, protect me from harm.” Who wants hardship? The author asks, “What are we 
missing out on because we are so committed to avoiding pain and discomfort? Could there 
be something on the other side of suffering that somehow makes it worthwhile? Could 
breaking be as necessary to our growth as it is to a baby bird cracking away the shell 
around it? As a butterfly coming out of the cocoon? Could being broken release us for more 
than we can even imagine?” As a broken sinner, I am praying for all of us to be able to pray 
dangerous prayers beyond us and in spite of us. And we know God will show up in most sur-
prising ways only to restore us and move us forward.  

 I believe these dangerous prayers will lead us to the powerful encounters with our living 
Lord Jesus. We know what Jesus Christ can do for us through all the perils, brokenness and 
hurts we face. When we empty of ourselves through dangerous prayers, instead of blaming 
and hurting each other, the gentle and lowly spirit of Christ will fill us so we taste a divine 
kindness in the midst of pain. I so long for the divine kindness. Ortlund writes, “All Christian 
toil flows from fellowship with a living Christ whose transcending, defining reality is: gentle 
and lowly. He astounds and sustains us with his endless kindness. Only as we walk ever 
deeper into this tender kindness can we live the Christian life…..Only as we drink down the 
kindness of the heart of Christ will we leave in our wake, everywhere we go, the aroma of 
heaven, and die one day having startled the world with glimpses of a divine kindness too 
great to be boxed in by what we deserve.” 

 What if we take courage, audacity and faith to pray, “God, break me”? What if we wel-
come chances to meet Christ in deeper personal level and to taste Christ’s divine kindness be-
yond our limited human efforts? This season I want to own this—dangerous prayers toward 
the gentle and lowly spirit of Christ. Many around us long for a divine kindness. May we all ex-
perience the divine kindness in the midst of chaos, hurt and pain to invite others in to this di-
vine kindness.   



 

 

Annual Conference Important Dates  
 

  

  

Thu. November 5 – 6:30 pm  

 ZOOM Annual Conference information session to discuss the disaffiliation 

resolution.  

  

Fri. November 13 – 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm  

 ZOOM Annual Conference  

  

Sat. November 14 – 10:00 am  

 Memorial Service at Connection Community Church in Middletown, 

DE.  This is by invitation only.  The service will be live-streamed 

(Facebook) for visitors and guests 

  

Sat. November 14 – 1:30 pm (robing), 2:00 pm  

 Ordination and Commissioning Service at Connection Community Church 

in Middletown, DE.  This is by invitation only.  The service will be live-

streamed (Facebook) for visitors and guests. 



 

 

October 29, 2020 

Dear Pastors and Laity of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, 

“Strive for the things that bring peace and the things that build each other up.” Ro-

mans 14:19 

It’s that time of year to put our thankfulness into action in a tangible way through a little red 

stocking or an envelope. 

We have generously supported the Board of Child Care over these many years and it has 

brought great joy to all that have participated.  As you know, the Board of Child Care (BCC) is an 

independent children and family focused charity.  Their programs now span across the Mid-

Atlantic, but they started as three orphanages back at the turn of the 19
th
 century.  The Christ-

mas Offering for the children served by BCC dates to 1954, when coin holders that held 10 

dimes each were handed out in United Methodist Churches with the goal of teaching children to 

help give back to children who were less fortunate.  

 BCC has certainly grown since 1954, but the Christmas Offering is still teaching the same valua-

ble life lesson.  The proceeds from the Christmas Offering are first used to fund the holiday cele-

brations and Christmas presents for those living at BCC.  BCC’s spiritual life team leads pro-

grams for the holidays and ensures that the message of God’s unconditional love is offered to 

all.  Personalized gifts from each child’s wish list help convey in a 

tangible way God’s love and grace.  After the needs of the holi-

days are met, donations will be directed to where they are needed 

most throughout BCC's programs. 

Please consider once again donating to help show God’s love to a 

youth and his or her family in need.  You can also donate online 

from your computer or phone at boardofchildcare.org/christmas/. 

May you experience a renewal of hope as you give generously to 

others. 

  Blessings, 

 

Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

http://www.boardofchildcare.org/christmas/


November 13, 2020 PDC Annual Conference 

 (Virtual)  

1:00—5:00 pm 

 

November 14, 2020 Memorial Service 

Connections Community Church, Millsboro 

(by ticket only) 

10:00 am 

November 14, 2020 Ordination Service 

Connections Community Church, Millsboro 

(by ticket only) 

2:00 pm 

December 9, 2020 Clergy Gathering 

ZOOM 

10:00 am 

Thank You!! 
 

The Dover District would like to thank the churches that have Faith-

fully submitted their apportionments in Spite of financial stress or 

difficulties.  

 We encourage you to stay Faithful  



Celebrating  

Kermit & Lisa Hines 
Tell us about your new assignments. 

L: On October 1st, I became pastor the Laurel Charge, which consists of King’s UMC, St. George’s UMC and 

Mt. Pleasant UMC.  I can’t wait to meet everyone without masks and see what they look like! 

K: I became the pastor at the Frankford UMC in Frankford, DE in May 2020. 

Tell us about your initial calling to serve. 

L: I had gotten a stirring during an Emmaus weekend, but I always came up with a reason not to pursue the 

ministry. When I got the call from Dr. Sa, I knew in my heart this was God’s timing.  

K: I experienced my calling during an Emmaus weekend while I was serving on team in 2008. God and I 

have done a lot of wrestling prior to my appointment at Frankford UMC. 

How hard was it to start a new church during the pandemic? 

L: It’s a balance of everyone wanting to get back to their churches to worship together and see their church 

family vs. protecting everyone against the virus. Everyone is being super diligent as we try to bring some 

“normal” back to the services. 

K: It was a challenge having met only a few members and trying to do a Facebook post of the Sunday mes-

sage during the shutdown. 

How are you reaching out to your congregation and the community? 

L: By phone calls, texts, cards and home visits. I also started attending the Laurel Ministerial Association to 

reach beyond our churches and learn more about the need in the community.  

K: We resumed in-person worship on Labor Day weekend and continuing our Facebook posts. Our church is 

very involved with Envision Frankford. I make calls and have made some home visits.  

Could you each share your favorite scripture and why? 

L: Matthew 10:8 (CEB) Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those with skin diseases, and throw out de-

mons. You received without having to pay. Therefore, give without demanding payment. There are so many 

people in need and I have been greatly blessed. This is my reminder to share my Jesus in my daily walk. 

K: Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. I can find strength in my witness 

when I rely on Christ. 

What do you like to do “when” you have free time? 

L: I don’t have much with working a full-time job and serving three churches, but we try to take day trip 

“adventures” to explore somewhere we haven’t been before. I love to bake and share with my friends. 

K: I enjoy woodworking, playing golf, riding my motorcycle, and spending time with Lisa. 



 

 

Please mark your calendar and join the following district webinars in January and February. 
The link for each webinar will be sent two weeks in advance before each webinar. 

 

January 12, 2021:  6:30pm  

Narrative Budgets—Rwanda Prileau 

Learn the best practices for establishing a narrative budget in your congregation so that 
people see the importance of the mission and ministry. 

 
 

January 26:  6:30pm  

Focusing Financial Priorities—Cary James: 

Strategize about the best steps to take to align your mission with what you want to spend 
money on and how to fund the priorities. 

 
 

February 9:  6:30pm  

Dealing with Conflict-Karin Walker 

The methodology for resolving church conflict has changed significantly with the under-
standing that the parties involved have the best solution.  They are the best promoters of 
peace within their congregations.  Learn how to get those conversations going and how to 

stay out of the middle! 

 

February 16 6:30pm         

Guiding churches toward the future from a financial perspective—Bonnie Marden.   

Bonnie serves as the chair of the episcopacy committee and has written a book about the 
state of the church for the future. 

Get ready 

From  the Dover District 





                  

 

Friendship Church Receives award for Outstanding Discipleship 

                                             

 

 Friendship United Methodist Church, Millsboro, DE mission statement is:  “Friendship United 

Methodist Church is called to share the love of Christ through discipleship”.   For the past sev-

en years, Friendship’s congregational growth, baptisms and 53 professions of faith, has earned 

this church the Peninsula Delaware Conference’s Discipleship of Ministries of the United 

Methodist Church, “One Matters” award.  This award was presented to Rev. Janice D. Herman, 

Pastor of Friendship UMC and the Friendship UMC family, along with a monetary gift.    

Living in the “new” virtual world, Rev. Janice Herman continues to teach God’s Word in her 

unique style drawing the attention of everyone who hears her share God’s Written Word.  The 

youth and “young at heart” understand God’s Word as Rev. Herman relates it to every-day life.  

Rev. Herman delivers God’s Word virtually Facebook Live each Sunday morning at 10 am and 

Bible Study each Wednesday evening at 7 pm. One of Rev. Herman’s favorite quotes is:  “The 

Word Works!”   Congratulations Rev. Janice Herman and Friendship United Methodist Church 

for receiving such a prestigious award!  Keep allowing the Light of Jesus to continue too shine! 

 



We normally decorate the Riverview Retreat Center for 
Christmas, but we’ve had to rethink things this year. In-

stead, we’re adjusting our Christmas celebration to a drive-
through Christmas Lights Display on  

Saturday, December 5, 6-8pm. We’re asking for your 
help. 

  
Your church or youth group, scout troop, school club, civic 
group, business or family can join the fun by setting up a 
display. We’ll give you a designated spot along the main 

drive through Pecometh and will provide power for your dis-
play, if needed. There’s no cost to join in. All you need is 

your passion and creativity to point people to the reason for 
the season in a festive way. 

  
You can get all the details and sign up your group HERE.  

Space is limited, so HURRY. Thanks! 

http://www.pen-del.org/!FU7fjqzClX1yHo9mZwFZdT1rM-sNt2DBz+BQT37O0dpP7ZoPHVuCE0ZQ+AVUc4qhw
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!z-u4-cg1vTkhq+XguYa3AnxUVD3yhmTNBDvDk-3At-i6AYdpnRsUhJSptWnE093Jw
https://www.pecometh.org/christmas-lights-group-registration


We want to know what is  

happening in  

our district and 

 We need your help! 

 

We are blessed and inspired when our local churches share stories of success and 
joy in mission and ministry.   

 

Please share the events and  

activities at your Church by  

emailing your stories and photos to:  

DoverDistOff@pen-del.org and add Newsletter to the subject  line. 

Deadline for the December issue is November 25th.  

Dover District Office 
30 Loockerman Plaza 

Dover, DE  19901 

 

Phone: 302-526-2629 

Fax: 302-526-2473 

 

Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa 

Dover District Superintendent 

e-mail:  doverds@pen-del.org  

 

Amy Willey 

Administrative Assistant 

e-mail: DoverDistOff@pen-del.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

7:30 am—3:00 pm 

Friday:  Closed 

Peninsula-Delaware 

Conference 
 

The United Methodist Church 

Bishop Felton Edwin May 

Resource Center 

139 N. State Street 

Dover, DE  19901 

Website:  www.pen-del.org 

Phone:  302-674-2626 

Toll Free:  1-877-736-3351 

 

Presiding Bishop 
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

PO Box 820 

Valley Forge, PA  19482 
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