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CELEBRATE YOUR LEADERSHIP ON FIRE AS EASTER PEOPLE 
 

I have no words to express my profound gratitude for the creative, Spirit-filled minis-
tries of lay people with their pastors who have been stepping up during this virus pan-
demic. You are all brave and wise servants of the LORD, winning victory in the name 
of our Risen Lord Jesus. Try to join me here in singing my favorite hymn of “Victory in 
Jesus” as many of you know! 

 

Some churches have been feeding many in ever-increasing need of food in the com-
munities without stop. Some have been making masks and mask bands to distribute 
to hospitals and nursing homes. Some organized a drive-by birthday parade for a 
member and a drive-by parade for their pastor with placards to encourage each other 
as a congregation. Some churches continue to have Zoom prayer meetings. Have you 
checked out all the creative worship services and pastors’ sermons of churches on Fa-
cebook Live or through Zoom? The messages of the Gospel were delivered from a 
cemetery, around a fire pit, from a farm, and by a beach with the ocean waves behind. 
WOW! Celebrate such Easter moments amongst you! I am! Never neglect to intention-
ally share with your congregations and communities what churches have done in spite 
of the COVID-19 threats. By doing this we send the MESSAGE of CHRIST to the 
world that the Lord of Resurrection is so alive in our midst and in this suffering world. 
Let us never forget that our belief in the Risen Lord and the practice of our Easter faith 
make a big difference and WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE.  

 

Please email me with stories on your impactful ministries going on or send a video that 
includes your unique mission and ministries. Again and again, I tell you that we would-
n’t know how we are and what /who we are, if we don’t share the good news that you 
have. We should spread the message of Jesus with more intentionality during this 
pandemic to tell the entire world who we are as churches and disciples of Jesus 
Christ. I will be waiting to hear your stories! I will spread them to those who are eager 
to know and experience how we are as connected people in Christ Jesus.  









Reach out to the Members on the Margins  

• Set up a phone tree to check in on your vulnerable members  

• Check to see if they are food insecure and let them know how you can help  

• Help them take advantage of technology to stay connected with the church  

 









Celebrating Janice Herman (CLM) 

Getting to know Pastor Herman was both inspiring and a Blessing.  Every month 

with every interview , I think I can’t be any more impressed with the Dover       

District Clergy, but the Lord just keeps giving me names of Pastors that we all 

need to get to know a little more.  Please take the time to get to know more 

about this month’s (and every month’s) Pastor.  They are truly amazing. 

Amy Willey—Dover District Administrative Assistant 

Amy: (A): How long have you been serving at Friendship UMC? 

Pastor Herman (PH): I’m in my third year at Friendship. 

A: What inspired you to become a Pastor? 

PH: My parents were Pastors and so I grew up in the church.  I can         

remember when I was about 8 years old, I was lying in my bed and I heard 

someone call my name.  I went out to my Mom and asked her what she wanted?   She said she hadn’t 

called me so I went back to my room.  This happened two  more times.  The last time I went out there 

my Mother told me if this happens again just lay there and say out loud “Yes, Lord?”  After this I went 

out to my Mother again crying because I knew it had been the Lord calling my name. 

A: That is amazing. 

PH: Yes, I spent a lot of years running from my calling. 

A: A lot of us do. 

PH: When I truly knew this is what the Lord wanted me to do, I was in Iraq (I served in the Army for 17 

and a half years) and I was injured.  While I was recovering at  Walter Reed Hospital, I was walking 

through that tunnel they have and I heard my name called.  I turned around and there was no one there.  

I said right there, OK God if this is really you, say  my name again.  I heard him very loudly “JANICE 

HRMAN.”  That’s when I knew I couldn’t  run any longer.  This is what God wanted me to do and I was 

going to listen. 

A: That is quite an inspiring message. What about your family? 

PH: I have two brothers and they are both Pastors also. 

A: What do you enjoy doing in your “free” time? 

PH: I am a playwright  and I enjoy playing the drums. 

 

A: It certainly has been a pleasure talking with you today.  Would you like to 

end our conversation with a favorite scripture? 

PH: Philippians 4:13. 



On Friday April 24, 2020, Whatcoat United Methodist Church, Dover, celebrated one of their very own, Sis. 

Susan Browne as she celebrated her 102nd birthday. Her Pastor, 

The Rev. Dr. Turhan L. Potter, Sr. along with his wife The Rev. 

Monica Diane Potter wanted to find a way to involve the Church 

in celebrating her special day. They didn’t want it to go 

unnoticed; especially, during this pandemic. They decided to 

surprise Sis. Browne secretly planning a drive-by birthday parade 

with the members of the church. An e-mail blast was sent to the 

membership, describing what the vision was, and within no time 

members started responding with their willingness to participate. 

With the assistance of several members the church as well as her 

relatives, the church was able to surprise her. Sis. Susan Browne 

has been a member of Whatcoat for nearly 70 years. She retired 

from teaching school in 1977 after 30 years of dedicated service. 

Her favorite scripture is Psalm 24 and her favorite hymn is “How 

Much We Can Bear.” She said “I never had anything like this (a 

parade) on my birthday.” Sis. Browne still drives to church, 

dances, and exercises. Happy Birthday Sis. Browne and may God 

continue to bless you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



On Thursday, April 16, 2020 Whatcoat United Methodist Church Dover provided food to the 

community by sponsoring a food bank drive-thru give-a-way. The church was able to feed many 

families in the Dover, Delaware area. Kudos go out to Sis. Lee Robinson and the volunteers of 

the food bank ministry who worked hard to make sure we they had a successful day. To God be 

the Glory! 

 

 
 

 



Hope in Action 
 

Long before COVID-19, Epworth UMC in Rehoboth Beach has been feeding the hungry. We have four 

feeding programs: Food Rescue, where we partner with grocery stores to redistribute food they can no 

longer have on the shelves but which have not expired; Food and Love, where we provide a meal and 

fellowship on Sunday afternoons weekly; Good Samaritan, where we provide food and financial assis-

tance to those in need three days a week; and a seasonal feeding program for international young peo-

ple who come in the summers to work. Weekly, we typically rescue 3,500 pounds of fresh food, milk, 

and meat to share with our Food and Love and other partners around our area offering food to the hun-

gry. We feed between 80 and 100 people at our weekly Food and Love meal; and in season, we would 

feed on average 150 international young people. Our Good Samaritan program on average fed about 15 

people per week. My favorite part of Epworth’s feeding program involves the healthy choices of fresh 

produce and dairy and meats, instead of just the typical canned and dry goods.  

 

The coronavirus has hit Sussex County hard, both in terms of number of positive cases and in terms of 

the economic impact of the quarantine. Early on, we began taking safety measures for our volunteers, 

including shifting our Sunday meal to “take-out” only, even before restaurants did the same. Our volun-

teers wear gloves and masks and even outer garments to protect them. Additionally, to limit exposure 

for our guests, we began a drive-through food delivery service. On Sundays, people can still get a hot 

meal to go. On Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays, people drive up in their cars, a volunteer meets them 

to find out how many they are serving, their zip code, and what they need. They pull forward where an-

other volunteer places the groceries in the trunk of their car.  

 

Epworth went from serving roughly 15 people a week with groceries to over 176 last week! While the 

need has increased so dramatically, so has the response. We truly see God’s hand at work providing for 

our community. Our Epworth family alone contributed over 2,356 pounds of food. Additionally, we in-

vited our congregation to write notes of encouragement to place in the bags of groceries. We wanted to 

express that we care for the people, not just about feeding them. Our volunteers have taken the time to 

ask our guests their first names, so that they can call them by name instead of viewing them as “a person 

in need.” God calls us by name, and calling each other by name reminds us of the personal love of an 

awesome God.  

 

The opportunity to witness in this way has inspired generosity in others. When we began, our partners 
in Food Rescue included: Giant and Weis. Since then, Schell Brothers has partnered with us to provide 

food and cleaning supplies. Fifer Orchards joined as our latest partner, donating fresh produce to help 
feed others in our community.  



Random people have stopped by to make donations to our food ministry, simply because they have heard 

that we are feeding our community. And, letters have poured in, thanking us for all that we are doing. One 

card read: “Dear Epworth United Methodist Church, Please accept our most sincere thank you for your 

kindness and generosity during this horrific crisis. My husband has a heart condition and we both have 

asthma, and with the groceries you have shared with us, we have been able to eat and avoid high risk sit-

uations and areas. You are truly a blessing. God bless you!”  

 

As I reflected with our community in worship online last week, this ministry highlights all of our mem-
bership vows - prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. We offer prayers every week in worship and 
our weekly prayer meeting for those receiving the food. We remain a presence in the community, when 

so many food pantries have closed and the need continues to rise. (Some estimates say that one-third of 
our food pantries have closed.) We share our gifts of food, some of which is donated and some of which 

we purchase. We serve our neighbors through offering both food and hope through the letters of encour-
agement. And we witness to our community about a loving God who works through the body of Christ to 

heal our world and offer hope in a time of great despair.  



Easter Drive-in Church 

in Harrington, DE 

by Larry Jameson 

 

Less than a week before Easter 2020, one of the leaders at 
Asbury UMC (Chad Robinson, Director of the Kent/Sussex 
Food Bank of Delaware) called me up with excitement in his 
voice and asked me if we could have a Drive-in Easter Ser-
vice.  When he called, I was stressed out, and I think I was 
nice to him.  I said, "yes, but".  The condition was that I want-
ed him to take the lead and do all the planning.  I would just 
show up and preach.  Chad agreed, and formed a team. They 
did a fantastic job!  After they checked to see if it was legal 
(and it was with conditions), the team moved forward. Gregg & 
Stephanie Knutsen offered to host us in one of their fields at 
their dairy farm near Prospect UMC.  Rob Taylor provided the FM transmitter tech 
that allowed participants to tune into the service from their cars.  Everyone had win-
dows rolled up.   
 
We had 93 cars, and there was an average of two or three in each car. So the at-
tendance was great.  The only feedback those in cars were able to give was honking 
their horn for "Amen", and moving their wipers for "Praise the Lord!".  After four 
weeks being sheltered in place, the congregations of Prospect, Trinity, and Asbury 
churches were glad for this unique opportunity to worship together, even under 
these limiting circumstances.  
 
There was an open milk can for people to put their tithes and offerings in as they 
drove into the service.  They put a hay wagon out for me to stand on so people 
could see the preacher from their cars.  Chad had pre-recorded one person from 
each of our three churches who shared their personal testimonies which were 
broadcast into the cars.  Captain Kenny Brode (Harrington Police Department), Sa-
mantha Sharp (a young mother), and Jim Callaway (retired nurse called back into 
active duty to serve COVID-19 patients in Nanticoke Hospital) all gave beautiful and 
inspiring testimonies. John Shepard donated three full size crosses that we all drove 
by. The owners of Seaberry Farms donated a lot of beautiful plants to decorate our 
service.  And Zeke and Krista Wing of Impact Graphics in Seaford donated all the 
signs we needed to direct our guests.  
 
My wife (Sue) and I got to the farm early, and we greeted every car as they drove 
in.  Chad joined us as we stayed late and we waved and spoke to everyone as they 
drove out. It was a great day and I will never forget it. Chad Robinson and Stepha-
nie Knutsen coordinated everything, and I thank God for their enthusiasm and crea-
tivity.  We decided that if we are still sheltered in place by Mothers' Day, we will re-
visit the Drive-in Service again. I'm pretty sure we are going to do just that because 
it is only a week and a half from now. 

(See page 2 for additional pictures) 

John & RJ Shepard and Gregg 

Knutsen raise the cross in prepa-

ration for Easter Service. 



Pastor Larry Jameson and 

Stephanie and Emmie 

Knutsen welcome everyone 

with “Air Hugs” 

Pastor Larry Jameson delivers the Easter Message 
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We will post event 
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updates here 





Dover District Office 
30 Loockerman Plaza 

Dover, DE  19901 

 

Phone: 302-526-2629 

Fax: 302-526-2473 

 

Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa 

Dover District Superintendent 

e-mail:  doverds@pen-del.org  

 

Amy Willey 

Administrative Assistant 

e-mail: DoverDistOff@pen-del.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

7:30 am—3:00 pm 

Friday:  Closed 

Peninsula-Delaware 

Conference 
 

The United Methodist Church 

Bishop Felton Edwin May 

Resource Center 

139 N. State Street 

Dover, DE  19901 

Website:  www.pen-del.org 

Phone:  302-674-2626 

Toll Free:  1-877-736-3351 

 

Presiding Bishop 
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

PO Box 820 

Valley Forge, PA  19482 

We want to know what is  

happening in  

our district and 

 We need your help! 

 

We are blessed and inspired when our local churches share stories of success and 
joy in mission and ministry.   

 

Please share the events and  

activities at your Church by  

emailing your stories and photos to:  

DoverDistOff@pen-del.org and add Newsletter to the subject  line. 

Deadline for the June issue is May 25th.  
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