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Dismantling Racism: 

 A Service of Lament, Repentance, Communion and Commitment 

By Sam Hodges  

An unflinching, hour-long “Service of Lament, Repentance, Communion and Commit-
ment” went online June 24, putting The United Methodist Church on record as committed 
to a renewed push against racism. 

“The Council of Bishops and every church agency within our denomination are working 
together as never before because this call from God and outcry from our troubled world 
are so urgent,” says East Ohio Conference Bishop Tracy Malone during the video service. 
“We are acting and moving.” 

Pulled together in under two weeks despite the COVID-19 pandemic — with footage   
contributed from 25 different locations — the video features prayer, Scripture and         
anguished testimony from United Methodists of color. 

Woven throughout are spirituals and protest hymns sung with spare or no accompani-
ment, as well as photos of demonstrations and victims of racial violence. 

The service builds toward communion, led by bishops in four locations, with liturgy incor-
porating the “I can’t breathe” plea of George Floyd as he was dying in a police chokehold 
in Minneapolis, as well as the words “Black Lives Matter.”  

n the service, white bishops speak plainly about white privilege. 

“We must pray that God will open our eyes to how we benefit directly from racism and 
how we might be part of the dismantling and healing that must be done,” New York Con-
ference Bishop Thomas Bickerton says. 

Church leaders used Juneteenth — the June 19 celebration of the end of U.S. slavery — 
to announce the launch of an initiative called Dismantling Racism: Pressing on to Free-
dom. 

Spurred by the Floyd killing and other high-profile deaths of African-Americans at police 
officers’ hands, the Council of Bishops and general church agency leaders promised a 
new denominational commitment to racial justice. 

The June 24 service was a first major online gathering for the initiative. 

Erin Hawkins, top executive of the United Methodist Commission on Religion and Race, 
said she and others planning the service wanted it to be an uncomfortably candid grap-
pling with racism, including inside the church. 

“All of our hearts need to be broken a bit, so that the passion, love and justice contained 
within them can flow out,” Hawkins said by phone. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y0SDae5_z4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y0SDae5_z4
https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/advocating-for-justice/racial-justice/united-against-racism
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/31/us/george-floyd-investigation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/31/us/george-floyd-investigation.html
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/bishops-pledge-more-effective-anti-racism-campaign


The Rev. Cynthia Wilson, worship resources executive for United Methodist Discipleship 
Ministries, coordinated the team designing the service. She joined Hawkins and other 
leaders in believing the anti-racism effort had to be grounded in worship, with an appeal 
to God for forgiveness and help. 

“I think we’ve forgotten how to cry out to God,” Wilson said. “It’s time for us to remember. 
As the Ecclesiastes text reminds us, there are seasons for weeping and crying out in 
mourning.” 

The service begins with legendary singer Odetta’s recording of “Sometimes I Feel Like a 
Motherless Child.” Other spirituals are employed, but also footage of the Rev. R. DeAn-
dre Johnson, of Christ United Methodist Church in Sugar Land, Texas, singing a recent 
protest hymn he wrote that has found broad viewership on YouTube. 

The service features testimonies about racism from a diverse group of United Methodist 
witnesses, including Valerie Boyer, who as a young African American speaks of loving 
the denomination but also experiencing its failures.   

“I need my church to say something, starting with the basics, like saying their names,” 
she says, meaning the victims of racial violence. 

Boyer also calls for attention to the 8 minutes and 46 seconds that Floyd was in a lethal 
chokehold. Later in the service that length of time is observed in silence, while quotations 
from civil and human rights leaders and others, including Methodism founder John Wes-
ley, flash on the screen. 

For the communion segment, Baltimore-Washington Conference Bishop LaTrelle Easter-
ling stands in front of a Black Lives Matter banner by St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Washington’s Lafayette Square. California-Pacific Conference Bishop Grant Hagiya in 
Los Angeles, Dakotas-Minnesota Area Bishop Bruce Ough in Minneapolis and Alabama-
West Florida Conference Bishop David Graves at the National Memorial for Peace and 
Justice in Montgomery, Alabama, join her in officiating. 

The pandemic reality is clear not just from their remote locations, but from Easterling en-
couraging viewers to decide for themselves whether they want to participate in online 
communion — a source of controversy and varying instruction from bishops. 

Council of Bishops President Cynthia Harvey is among those offering prayers in the ser-
vice, and she quotes from one given by Bishop Woodie White at the 1996 General Con-
ference. It begins: 

“May the Lord continue to torment you. May the Lord keep before you the faces of the 
hungry, the lonely, the rejected and the despised. May the Lord afflict you with pain for 
the hurt, the wounded, the oppressed, the abused, the victims of violence.” 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3%3A1-8&version=CEB
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/pastor-connects-through-protest-hymn
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/pastor-connects-through-protest-hymn
https://museumandmemorial.eji.org/memorial
https://museumandmemorial.eji.org/memorial
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/both-green-light-red-light-for-online-communion-2


The service will remain accessible on various denominational websites, giving churches 
and other groups a chance to share it across the denomination and beyond. 

The Rev. Theon Johnson III, pastor of Downs Memorial United Methodist Church in 
Oakland, California, is among those in the service, having used his smartphone to video 
himself reading Scripture. 

He said in a phone interview that he was glad to help but will be looking for follow-up on 
a big scale. 

“We can’t afford in this moment to approach the injustice of racism as an island unto it-
self,” he said. “Injustice breeds injustice. Injustice is one big ol’ family and dismantling 
racism also requires us to reckon with other ‘isms’ that oppress God’s children.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismantling Racism: 

 A Service of Lament, Repentance, 

 Communion and Commitment 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y0SDae5_z4&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y0SDae5_z4&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y0SDae5_z4&feature=emb_logo


Celebrating  

Nina Johnson-Wright (LP) 

Amy (A):  How are you and your church  (Centennial) dealing with the Church 

being closed? 

Pastor Nina (PN):  While we were closed were closed we used ZOOM for our  

services.  We even included a children’s message and concluded with fellowship 

so we could all keep in touch.  I have been with Centennial for exactly one year 

on July 1st and I just love it.  We are planning to reopen on July 5th.      Before 

we open we are going to have Safety Training classes through ZOOM. 

A:  What will that include? 

PN:   Things like how to wear a face mask properly, proper handwashing techniques and  

how to social distance.  We won’t be using bulletins either.  We will display the bulletin on 

the screen.   

A:  That is a great idea!  Can you tell us a little bit about how you got to where you are now? 

PN:  I grew up in the Methodist Church.  Church has always been a big part of my families 

life. I started out by becoming a Certified Lay Servant.  I served on many committees and the 

more I served the stronger the calling became.  In 2007 I was involved in a very bad car      

accident.  After that Jeramiah 29:11 kept ringing in my ear morning, noon and night. 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord. 

It was then I knew what God’s plan was for me all along. 

A:  Is there anything else you would like to add? 

N:  During this time we have to continue to love each other and be there for each other.  

What’s going on in the world right now is such a teachable moment.  We need to live out the 

call to love each other and live a life for Jesus Christ.  It is not what we say out of our mouths  

but our actions that are important.  Let’s take this opportunity to love each other. 

During this time of isolation it is such a positive opportunity to  have conver-

sations with inspiring people.  I had the privilege of talking with Pastor Nina 

over the phone and she has inspired certainly inspired me! 

Amy Willey 



The Bishop, Cabinet and Conference 

Leaders have created another virtual wor-

ship service that can be used this summer. 

The worship theme centers around the 

Fruit of the Spirit. 

 If you would like to use this service please contact Director 

of Communications, Doug Lanter.  

 

 

The Dover District would like to thank the 

churches that have Faithfully submitted 

their apportionments in Spite of financial 

stress or difficulties.  

 We encourage you to stay Faithful  

mailto:dlanter@pen-del.org?subject=Summer%20Worship%20Service


July 14, 2020 Single Board Model 

Webinar 

6:30 pm 

August 18, 2020 District Pre-Conference Orientation 

ZOOM 

6:30 pm 

August 19, 2020 Fresh Expression 

Webinar 

7:00 pm 

September 8, 2020 Pre-Annual Conference Orientation 

ZOOM 

6:30 pm 

September 30, 2020 Clergy Gathering 

ZOOM 

10:00 am 

October 24, 2020 PDC Annual Conference 

Virtual 

9am-11am Clergy 

1:00-3:00pm Laity 

November 13, 2020 PDC Annual Conference 

 (Virtual)  

1:00—5:00 pm 

 

November 14, 2020 Memorial Service 

Connections Community Church, Millsboro 

(by ticket only) 

10:00 am 

November 14, 2020 Ordination Service 

Connections Community Church, Millsboro 

(by ticket only) 

2:00 pm 



A special thank you to all those who attended Bridging The Divide 
Unity Walk Thursday, June 18, 2020 

 
Our brothers & sisters from Epworth, Faith, Israel United Methodist 
Churches and Seaside Jewish Congregations gathered at Epworth at 6:30 
p.m. to hear from our very own Bishop Peggy A. Johnson – Bishop of the 
Philadelphia Area of The United Methodist Church – Peninsula Delaware 
Annual Conference/Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference give words of 
support, encouragement, and a prayer.  At 7:00 p.m. we walked on the 
sidewalk South of Coastal Highway, East of Rehoboth Avenue and North-
east on Church Street to Faith United Methodist Church, Rehoboth Beach, 
Delaware.  
 
It was a beautiful sight to behold as we circled Faith U.M. Church as a 
symbol of support and stood, sat, or knelt in prayer for 8 minutes and 46 
seconds.  The purpose of this Unity Walk is an affirmation of Epworth Unit-
ed Methodist Church and Seaside Jewish congregations standing in unity, 
solidarity, and cooperation with Faith and Israel United Methodist Church-
es. 
 
Rev. Marjorie Belmont-Burns greeted everyone and thanked them for at-
tending, she thanked Pastor Bob Paulen and Bridging The Divide for organ-
izing the event. 
 
Rev. Belmont-Burns quoted Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “In the end, we will 
remember not the words of our enemies but the silence of our friends.”  
She thanked Rev. Vicki Gordy-Stith, Pastor, and the Epworth family for 
their Statement of Solidarity.  Since 2017, we have been remembering the 
words of our friends from Epworth United Methodist Church.  
 
In 2017, Pastor Bob Paulen approached Rev. Vicky Starnes former pastor 
of Epworth U.M. Church and Rev. Belmont-Burns, pastor of Lewes Charge 
because it was laid on his heart that we (Epworth, Faith, and Israel United 
Methodist Churches) should form a ministry that would break down the ra-
cial wall within our faith community. 
 
Our purpose of BTD (Bridging The Divide) is to create and increase diversi-
ty and solidarity, fight racism by building a multi-racial, multi-ethnic, and 
multi-cultural community connected through our churches.”  Our first 
group event was watching the documentary “13”.  From there we studied 
the New Jim Crow book, Vital Conversations (from GCORR) General Com-
mission on Religion and Race, Reconciling Ministries Bible Study.  We have 
exchanged pulpits, held two Unity Worship services, the event Revisit 
Rosedale, developed a Covenant and formed friendships.  Rev. Belmont-
Burns spoke about the friendship that has developed between Nettie Green 
(member of Epworth) and herself.  They shared meals and have long con-
versations about life and race relations.  The both had “hard” Challenging 
relationships about race because they want to understand one another, as 
well as listen to each other; they are now “besties.” 



 
Rev. Belmont-Burns shared that at our January 2020 retreat, Bridging The 
Divide had decided to have a healing service on Good Friday.  The Healing 
Service was chosen because although we (Epworth, Faith and Israel) have 
held various studies and events, Faith and Israel have doubt, suspicion an 
distrust that stems from the merger of the Peninsula Conference (white) 
and the Old Delaware Conference (Black).  Promises were made to the 
Black churches, but to this day they have not been fulfilled!  When the cov-
enant was introduced to Faith and Israel, there was much conversation.  
But the main questions were: “Are they (Epworth) trying to take our 
churches and our property?”  The doubt and mistrust still linger and until 
we are healed it will continue. 
 
Our country is at a crossroad-and this is the Church’s “golden” opportunity 
to show our country, there is unity in our diversity.  We believe the Church 
can show the world that we can live together, pray together, and have unity!  
Now is the time for the Church to rise up and be the Church!  But first we 
the Church, must take the time to look within. As Michael Jackson said, 
“take a look at the man/woman in the mirror”. 
 
Rev. Belmont-Burns quoted a passage of scripture from Psalm 133:1 – 
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers and sisters to dwell 
together in unity.” 
 
Special thanks to Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith for greeting everyone and 
thanking us for attending the Unity Walk, Bishop Peggy A. Johnson for 
opening remarks, Rabbi Beth Cohen from Seaside Jewish Community for re-
marks, Lay Leader Carson Farmer who led us in singing “We Shall Over-
come”, and Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith for the benediction. 
 
There were approximately 100 diverse persons in attendance (adults and 
children). 
 
This is only the beginning for the four faith communities.  We will continue 
finding ways in which we can show America and beyond that we can “dwell 
together in unity.” 
 
Rev. Marjorie Belmont-Burns, Pastor 
Lewes Charge (Faith & Israel U.M. Churches) 
1-443-298-0076 
 
Diaz J. Bonville 
Lay Leader – Faith UMC 
302-528-2265 
 
 
 



 

Bridging the Divide  

Unity Walk 



Donations to Your Church 

To:          Pastors and Treasurers 

From:      Bill Westbrook, Conference Treasurer 

Subject:  Donations to Your Church 

Date:       4/10/2020  

The Peninsula-Delaware Conference is aware of the fact that the CORONA-19 pan-

demic has severally limited our ability to worship as normal.  We know that there are 

creative ways being utilized by our churches to virtually pass the offering plate to allow 

members to continue to support their church with their tithes. 

  

The Conference Council on Finance and Administration has authorized the Business 

Office to set-up a process that will allow individuals to make donations to churches 

through the Conference’s PayPal Business account.  If you would like your congre-

gants to be able to use this service, simply copy the image below into your email or on

-line newsletter (make sure to use the copy and paste functions and not the “save as 

image” function to retain the hyperlink attached to the image).  A link will also be post-

ed to the Conference website (www.pen-del.org) as well. 

                                         

The Business Office will accumulate these donations and pass them on to the 

church.  We will provide the information needed so you can properly document and 

acknowledge these individual donations.  We hope that this program will be helpful.  If 

you should have specific questions please email wwestbrook@pen-del.org.  

  

We are praying for wisdom, courage and patience as we all navigate these trying 

times together knowing that it is only through the power of the Holy Spirit that we can 

be healed as individuals, as a church, as a nation and as a world community. 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!CqYRCv2CH+ewiiL5UfJ9uJ2-mO7h5s8dpTev6KyFI-O+932DpNwhcko6bFAZnsA0w
http://www.pen-del.org/!J3pfHKNqAXbu+1kzkHTIjQkdrVy5TjLF4BdCGJGQcxkohPwHC1aGXrMq5cPvqT7bw
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!HU1qf+N1lS36ZO6veJIEV3D4zZWg-pMVMJM0t37E0FOW+7cpObJUE6SagAoVk4alg
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!CgZ157qJFySVsaug2PBl3CdYN8Iu-ds+SxfwJXBtIPpcCb0U398CbuZK-bO62k1JM
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!Goy2pndNxXdT2gsQHNXq5p6xwv93YEnX3JH69WiYmPXAId6SRSPhe6zho8ORSkxdw


 

Felton-Viola UMC 

In addition to a recorded worship each week, Felton-Viola UMC is offering a worship 
conference call for those who are not on the internet.  

Pastor Stewart is sending out a devotional Mon-Friday each week, and they are hav-
ing Zoom Gatherings so that people can interact in small groups.   

Additionally, they have turned the answering machine at the church into a prayer line 
that is checked frequently and requests are sent out by email (deleting all identifying 
information for privacy).   

 

Mt. Olivet UMC 

 

Mt. Olivet has the blessing of a      
beautiful Prayer Garden. We met there 
this past Sunday to share our hearts and 

our prayers.  



 

Long Neck UMC 

The LNUMC SPPR Committee would like to share what the Long Neck UMC has been doing 

during the Pandemic: 

• Daily morning devotions on Facebook by the Pastor. Also emailed or hard copy to those not 

on Facebook 

• Midweek video messages by the Pastor. 

• Drive-up church, PA and simul-cast/live for two services. Also recorded on Website. Many 

newcomers at drive up church. 

• Easter Sunrise Service at Massey’s Landing online 

• Online bulletins to support services, with music 

• Use of Zoom for meetings, Bible studies, ongoing classes. Use of conference calls to conduct 

meetings where Zoom is not productive 

• Youth group weekly by Zoom 

• Sunday School weekly by Zoom 

• Prayer team meeting by conference call 

• Daily email blasts (usually multiple) to update church on events 

• Weekly stewardship messages. Opportunities for giving have been made available by drop-

ping in a receptacle on leaving drive -up church , online, or by mail. Increased tithes and 

offerings. 

• VBS planned for early summer by Zoom 

• Continued mission work-Long Neck Elementary, needy families. 

• Pastor continues to be available for the needs and concerns of the congregation. Pastoral 

visits to homes/communities of church members 

• Telephone Tree to keep congregation informed and connected 

• Communication by email to Indy off campus Bible Study participants 

• Pastor provided community opportunity by preaching at Marvel Museum 







Dover District Office 
30 Loockerman Plaza 

Dover, DE  19901 

 

Phone: 302-526-2629 

Fax: 302-526-2473 

 

Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa 

Dover District Superintendent 

e-mail:  doverds@pen-del.org  

 

Amy Willey 

Administrative Assistant 

e-mail: DoverDistOff@pen-del.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

7:30 am—3:00 pm 

Friday:  Closed 

Peninsula-Delaware 

Conference 
 

The United Methodist Church 

Bishop Felton Edwin May 

Resource Center 

139 N. State Street 

Dover, DE  19901 

Website:  www.pen-del.org 

Phone:  302-674-2626 

Toll Free:  1-877-736-3351 

 

Presiding Bishop 
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

PO Box 820 

Valley Forge, PA  19482 

We want to know what is  

happening in  

our district and 

 We need your help! 

 

We are blessed and inspired when our local churches share stories of success 
and joy in mission and ministry.   

 

Please share the events and  

activities at your Church by  

emailing your stories and photos to:  

DoverDistOff@pen-del.org and add Newsletter to the subject  line. 

Deadline for the August issue is July 27th.  

mailto:doverds@pen-del.org
mailto:cmyers@pen-del.org

