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I am so grateful to each of you, pastors and laity, for all you accomplished in 2019 to ad-
vance the Gospel of Jesus by making this world a better, more loving home. Many of you have 
participated in transforming the church culture and learning to make the impossible a reality 
by dreaming like Jesus. Some of you are working on creating new opportunities by attuning 
yourselves to a God-dream. Some of you are working on resolving issues or challenges posi-
tively and productively. Whatever it is, I am so thankful for all the good leaders in Dover Dis-
trict who have given themselves sacrificially. Good leaders are good at making things happen. 
Good transformative things have happened in our district (note on the following article on 
Mission Connectors).  

This New Year, as we work together to help transform the world by reaching out to the 
communities in Jesus’ name, I pray we may be guided by dreams of the future Jesus holds for 
us, leaving behind the things of the past that prevent us from seeing the possibilities ahead of 
us. I pray we all continue to step into our roles as visionary leaders, to be brave, bold and faith-
ful to the Gospel. So dare to dream like Jesus and cast the Christ-exalting vision to make sig-
nificant differences as believers.  

Mission Connector Church Conferences completed  

with deep reflections, prayers and hopes for the future 

 In honor of the connectionalism of the United Methodist Church, Dover District has 
formed nine Mission Connector Groups according to geographical proximity to build collegiali-
ty in ministry and engage with deep conversation for the best practices of Jesus’ ministries to-
gether. Pastors in nine Mission Connector Groups took time to meet, learn, reflect and lead 
based on the book Canoeing the Mountains by Tod Bolsinger. Pastors and laity shared conver-
sations and reflections with the powerful question, “What does it mean to be an adaptive 
leader who can go off the map and into uncharted territory?” The expedition story of Lewis 
and Clark in the book has inspired the Mission Connectors and led them to talk about what’s 
ahead of them and how to adjust themselves into the ever-changing ministry environment 
caused by the ever-changing changing world.  

 While leading cluster charge conferences named “Mission Connector Charge Confer-
ence”, I was praising God without stop for the deep thoughts, relevant questions and learnings 
as presented by the mission connector groups of pastors and laity. Some Mission Connector 
Charge Conferences presented their own missional and connectional goals or projects. Sussex 
Mid Area Mission Connector Group’s pastors presented a skit in a big canoe to feature the 
theme “Let the Adventure Begin.” They actually carried the canoe and distributed a bag to all 
the lay participants that included binoculars to see the new opportunities among the 12 
churches, a bookmark with church names to pray for one another, and etc.  



Sussex-South East Area Mission Connector Charge Conference put out a big canoe at the 
sanctuary of St. George’s Clarksville. Participating lay people came forward to fill the canoe with 
food (see the picture) to help those in need in their communities and they blessed it.  

Sussex-North East Area Mission Connector celebrated the theme on “How to prepare for 
the soil to branch out to communities” and worshipped together with white, Hispanic and      
African American congregations and had meaningful breakout sessions for reflections among 
lay participants. Kent South Area reflected on “Adaptive Leadership”, while Sussex-South West 
Area featured the theme of “The Church Came to Me” with the presentation of connected out-
reach ministries from churches. Instead of just taking reports, the Mission Connector Charge 
Conferences have been enriched by well-organized, Spirit-filled praises and worships, and  
deeper reflections on how to redefine mission, to reengage the mission field and refocus        
resources to sustain the mission.  

More excitingly, at the Sussex North West Area Mission Connector Charge Conference 
with churches in Greenwood and Seaford areas, they voluntarily decided to meet this spring 
time to further discuss connected mission opportunities after they had very productive 
breakout sessions in five areas like mission, worship, discipleship, Christian education and       
finance and stewardship, which were led by laity.  

God has been glorified by the churches’ attitude of “looking forward” to explore new 
opportunities to connect each other through missions and ministries TOGETHER in the nearby 
communities. God has been pleased with our prayers and directions to realign mission, reen-
gage the mission field and refocus resources to sustain the mission field. To me, our Mission 
Connector charge conferences turned out to be an unfailing reminder of a Jesus-dream and 
possibilities that God has placed in each of us. I pray all the pastors and the laity in our        
district may continue to embrace the dream worth living and dying for.  Let us NEVER GIVE UP 
to be there.  
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Sussex-Mid Area Mission Connector Group pastors in Mills-
boro area are presenting a skit in a canoe during the Mission 

Connector Charge Conference. 

The canoe is being carried after the Mission  
Connect Charge Conference.  

Sussex-SouthEast Mission Connector Group pastors put 
out a big canoe that was filled with food as people came 

forward to give to help the needy  
The gift bag given to all the lay partici-

pants in Sussex-Mid Area Mission    
Connector Group 

The choir of Zoar UMC, Selbyville presents Spirit-filled praises at the 
Sussex-SouthEast Mission Connector Charge Conference  





January 10-12, 2020 “Inseparable” 2020 Youth Rally  

January 18, 2020 Impactful Service Workshop 

Mt. Olivet UMC, Seaford 

8:30am-12:30pm 

February 8, 2020 Lay Leadership Training 

Avenue UMC, Milford 

TBD 

March 14, 2020 Dover District  

Revival Prayer Day #8 

TBD 

March 27-28, 2020 Dover District Lay Academy 

Avenue UMC, Milford 

TBD 

April 25, 2020 Extravagant Generosity Workshop 

Smyrna Centennial UMC 

8:30am-12:30pm 

May 20, 2020 Pre-Conference Orientation 

Wyoming UMC 

7:00 pm 

June 4-6, 2020 Pen-Del Annual Conference 

UMES 

 

 

   January 29, 2020  Selbyville  -  Salem  

   March 25, 2020  Felton - Felton-Viola 

   April 29, 2020   Bridgeville  -  Mt. Calvary 

   September 30, 2020  Cheswold UMC - Cheswold  

   October 28, 2020  Georgetown  -  St. John’s 

   December 9, 2020  Ellendale  -  Ellendale 

All gatherings start with Worship from 10:00 am to 12 noon with lunch to follow.  We look forward to     

seeing all Dover District Pastors in attendance!  

 

2020 Dover District Clergy Gatherings 

UPCOMING DISTRICT EVENTS 













Wesley United Methodist Church is hiring a Minister of Nurtur-
ing, Visitation, & Witnessing. This position is a part time         
position, approximately 25 hours a week, with responsibilities 
of connecting with new people in the church, coordinating and 
visiting members in hospitals, nursing facilities, and those at 
home. Additional responsibilities include working with staff to 
identify those members who are absent, and ensuring calls and 
visits, new member orientation and inclusion in church life, and 
other duties based on the gifts of the applicant and the needs 
of the church. 

We are looking for someone deeply familiar with the United 
Methodist tradition, with a Master of Divinity being preferred. 
For further information or to submit resumes, please email 
Wesley Church at staff-parish@wesleyumc-dover.com by      
December 31st. 

mailto:staff-parish@wesleyumc-dover.com




We want to know what is  

happening in  

our district and 

 We need your help! 

We are blessed and inspired when our local churches share stories of success and 
joy in mission and ministry.   

 

Please share the events and  

activities at your Church by  

emailing your stories and photos to:  

DoverDistOff@pen-del.org and add Newsletter to the subject  line. 

Deadline for the February issue is January  27th . 

Dover District Office 
30 Loockerman Plaza 

Dover, DE  19901 

 

Phone: 302-526-2629 

Fax: 302-526-2473 

 

Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa 

Dover District Superintendent 

e-mail:  doverds@pen-del.org  

 

Amy Willey 

Administrative Assistant 

e-mail: DoverDistOff@pen-del.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

7:30 am—3:00 pm 

Friday:  Closed 

Peninsula-Delaware 

Conference 
 

The United Methodist Church 

Bishop Felton Edwin May 

Resource Center 

139 N. State Street 

Dover, DE  19901 

Website:  www.pen-del.org 

Phone:  302-674-2626 

Toll Free:  1-877-736-3351 

 

Presiding Bishop 
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

PO Box 820 

Valley Forge, PA  19482 

mailto:doverds@pen-del.org
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