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SCRIPTURES COME TO LIFE IN HOLY LAND! 

Our pilgrimage to the Holy Land in Israel started in Ti-
berias on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee as we 
drove for about 2 hours from Tel Aviv Airport. The fol-
lowing day we sailed on the Sea of Galilee, the lowest 
freshwater lake on earth—a powerful place where the 
scriptures come to life. I was choked up with tears by 
the touch of the Holy Spirit when I led a devotional in a 
boat on the Sea of Galilee in the presence of 61 pil-
grims, tour guides and Captain Peter of the boat. We 
were right on the spot, in an uplifting place, where Je-
sus spent a significant amount of time in ministering to 
the lost, the least and the suffering often with miracles 
witnessed by crowds. We walked along the shores of 
the Sea of Galilee, the very place where the disciples 
worked as fisherman every day and ministered with Je-
sus and to save many in miraculous ways.  

Every place we visited—Capernaum, Jericho, Qum-
ran, Nazareth, Bethlehem and Jerusalem—became 
so vivid in our hearts as it reminded us of how scrip-
tures were fulfilled and will be fulfilled. Our tour end-
ed at the Tomb of Garden, a location of the crucifix-
ion, burial and resurrection of Jesus outside the Old 

City walls, where we saw a rock formation in the shape of a skull, perhaps the one mentioned in 
the Bible as Golgotha or also known as “Calvary.” At the Garden Tomb, we had the Holy Commun-
ion to remember the Good News of Jesus Christ’s redemption of humankind. I couldn’t resist 
kneeling myself after receiving the Holy Communion elements, having felt the solemn joy of 
knowing our Lord Jesus and serving Him as a servant of His. Tears welled up in my eyes and soon I 
was weeping quietly. Many of us had a powerful encounter with Jesus during the Communion at 
the Garden Tomb. 

Praying in the holy places of Israel was very special during our pilgrimage. We were invited to take 
time to pray at such places as the Church of All Nations or the Basilica of Agony, located atop of 
the Mount of Olives that enshrines a section of bedrock where it is said Jesus prayed before his 
arrest. It was a sacred experience to pray at the church while touching the bedrock where Jesus 
prayed sweating like blood all night at Gethsemane during the anguishing time prior to His cruci-
fixion. I kept asking myself, “What would it have been like for Jesus to pray sweating like blood 
throughout the night?”  

Teaching steps, known to Christians as the 
steps at the southern end of the Temple 

Mount,  where Jesus often taught when he 
was in Jerusalem.   



I felt so blessed with the most powerful presence of Jesus when we visited the "Teaching Steps" 
or the "Southern Steps", the very steps at the southern end of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem 
that Jesus Himself walked. Imagine that! Jesus stood on these steps and taught when he was in 
Jerusalem, while telling His parables to the crowds and challenging the Pharisees. Along the 
broad, 200-foot wide flight of steps, Jesus taught His followers many things including the truth 
about Himself as the Messiah and the Kingdom of God. Three times a year, as prescribed by Mo-
ses in Deuteronomy 16:16, faithful pilgrims like Jesus’ family (Luke 2:41) would enter the Temple 
from these steps after first washing off the dust of their travels in one of the nearby ritual baths 
or mikvot. We saw many ritual baths that have been excavated around the steps. The tour guide 
Jimmy told us that the stairs are irregular with both original and replaced stones to force pilgrims 
to pay attention as they ascended the alternating wide and narrow steps and to prevent a hurried 
approach to the Temple. As it did to me, such an uneven pace up these stairs might have pushed 
pilgrims into personal reflection on the solemnity of approaching God in the Temple while leaving 
the bustling social interactions behind.  

In spite of disagreement among some scholars, I was comfortable to think that the birth of the 
Church as in Acts 2 could happen in this broad place filled with thousands of families who came to 
Jerusalem for the Festival of Weeks for harvest. As in Acts 2:1-2, when the day of Pentecost came, 
they (pilgrims) were all together in one place. That “one place” makes the most sense as the Tem-
ple or “the house of God” (2 Samuel 7: 27). The best place for Peter to give a sermon to over 
3,000 pilgrims would be on the Southern Steps. I was standing on these steps, a symbolically giant 
step for humankind, where Jesus’ teaching stimulated the crowds and where the Church was 
born. How can I describe fully what it was like to be on those steps looking down the Holy City of 
Jerusalem and being overwhelmed by the presence of Jesus who whispered to my ears to spread 
His teaching message?  

I can’t wait to read through the entire Bible this New 
Year with a whole new perspective after this Holy 
Land trip. After visiting holy places in Israel, scriptures 
have come to me more powerfully alive with deeper 
understanding for how God’s plan was elaborately 
made to give us the Good News of Jesus Christ. My 
prayers have become more intensive that we as the 
Church offer this Gospel in a more authentic, strenu-
ous way to transform the world as we truly embrace 
the power of the Word of God, that is, Jesus Christ in 
this broken world of poverty, violence, injustice, war 
and hunger. Join me this New Year in reading scrip-
tures in depth and in a new light to apply God’s 
powerful words to the places of our own life and of 
ministries for the world’s painful situations that are 
in dire need of our Lord Jesus’ salvation!    

 

The Sea of Galilee around which Jesus spent a  

significant amount of time for ministry with 

 miracles.  

 



On Tuesday, December 4th, we pilgrims ventured to Masada and a cable car ride to the top, the 
place of King Herod's Palace. After lunch at Masada, most of our tour group experienced a dip 
in the Dead Sea, famous for mineral extraction and its salt, and mud baths. The next day our pil-
grimage concluded at Ein Kerem, a visit to the Basma Center, a much needed facility for children 
with disabilities. Leaving the center, we went to the Garden Tomb. It was Joseph of Arimathaea 
who "wrapped the body of Jesus in a clean linen shroud, and laid it in his own new tomb." At 
the place of the Garden Tomb, we all worshipped, sang and received Holy Communion togeth-
er. Some received anointing and prayer. From this place the Jerusalem experience concluded 
with a somber visit to Yad Vashem, the Jewish Holocaust Museum. 

     So together on our pilgrimage, 
we prayed, worshiped, sang, 
broke bread, encouraged, 
learned and observed, listened, 
touched ancient stones, swam, 
boated and laughed and cried to-
gether and drew closer to God. 
Most importantly, we have 
walked where Jesus, our Savior, 
has walked. From the place of 
Christ's birth to the village of his 
childhood, to the place of his 
reading in the temple, we have 
journeyed. We have experi-
enced  possibly where Jesus was 
baptized by John the Baptizer, 
the places where Jesus was 
tempted, called the disciples, 
where He taught, preached, fed 
the multitudes, healed the sick, 
restored sight to the blind, 
caused the lame to walk again, 
cast out demons and raised Lazarus from the dead. Memories of places like the Palm Sunday 
Road, the place of Christ's trial, beatings, crucifixion and resurrection will remain with us. 

"Are you looking for Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified? He has been raised. He is not here." 
In a few days we will celebrate the birth of Jesus. This Christmas, may each of you experience 
that light and love that came down as we once again celebrate Christ's birth. Rejoice! Continue 
to look for Jesus of Nazareth. You may find Him in the most unexpected places.  

       Shalom, Luray McClung 

Editor's note:   

The following article was contributed by Luray McClung, a member of Mariner's Bethel.  

In the article there is a typo...Holy Sepulcher is the correct spelling, not Seplucher. 

Some of pilgrims were baptized by immersion or reaffirmed their 
baptismal vows and commitment to the Lord in the Jordan River.  



     On Tuesday, November 27, 2018, sixty-one pilgrims, most from the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, 
met at Tel-Aviv, Israel to begin an unforgettable journey filled with God sightings and remarkable expe-
riences. From Tel-Aviv we were bussed by our driver Abed and our excellent guides Michael and Jimmy 
to our hotel beside the Sea of Galilee. Tiberias was a welcomed sight. Immediately, hospitality for us 
Americans was heart-felt. Very early the next morning, I found a very quiet place, an open, roofed por-
tico, to listen for lake shore waves and to pray. As the sun rose, the song birds made melody, the crick-
ets fiddled, a breeze whispered in the date palms and a sweet fragrance filled the air. Footsteps could 
be heard coming toward my direction. A very young Israeli man, a hotel worker, appeared. Introducing 
myself, I asked his name. "Marshan," he replied. My inquiry continued. "Do you live here in Tiberias.?" 
"No, my home is Nazareth." When he left the porch to continue his work, tears filled my eyes to think 
God had brought me to this place. This very day my focus was on Jesus of Nazareth. 

        While in Tiberias, we experienced a boat ride on the 
calm Sea of Galilee with Captain Peter. After we docked, we 
continued on a walking tour to see the Jesus boat. Next, by 
bus we traveled to Capernaum, and to the Mount of Beati-
tudes, where Jesus gave thanks and with five loaves and two 
fish fed thousands.  We waded in the Sea of Galilee at 
Tabgha, a fishing village from which Jesus called seven of the 
twelve disciples. Then we entered the Chapel of the Primacy 
where Peter was reinstated by our risen Lord and later visit-
ed Magdala, the home of Mary Magdalene. At the close of 
the day, one of our group was baptized , and several of us 
renewed our baptism at the Yardenit Baptismal Site on 
the Jordan River. The service of Baptism Renewal was offi-
ciated by Pastors Dennis Derr, Rudy White, Jr. and Kyung 
He Sa.                                         

       After three nights in Tiberias, we traveled to Jerusalem. 
The next day,  we explored Bethlehem, the Church of the Na-
tivity, Shepherd's Field, the Garden of Gethsemane, Mount 
Zion and the House of Caiaphas. 0n Sunday,  we visited Qum-
ran, the place of many caves where the Dead Sea Scrolls 
were found, excluding the book of Esther. Later we traveled 
to Jericho and the Mount of Olives. The next morning we en-
tered by the Sheep Gate into Jerusalem and experienced the 
Via  Dolorosa, the way of sorrow or, in Catholic tradition, the 
fourteen stations of the way of the cross. We observed the 
Teaching Steps, Cardo, the Pool of Bethesda, the Church of 
St. Anne, the Antonia Fortress, and the Church of the Holy 
Seplechure. Engaging in personal worship, praying and plac-
ing our requests in the Wailing Wall of the Jews was a mem-

orable experience, especially being in Jerusalem during Hanukkah. Filled with Thanksgiving and hope, 
we slowly backed away from that ancient wall of cries and tears. 

       

The following reflection is from Joan Claybourne, a pilgrim to the Holy Land.  

Pilgrims are taking a boat ride on the  Sea of 
Galilee with Captain Peter. 

 

Pilgrims are praying at Wailing Wall or 
Western Wall by sticking written prayer 

petitions into the cracks on the wall.  



Ku Klux Klan Activity 

It has been called to my attention that recently there has been material distrib-

uted by the KKK in the bounds of our annual conference (Delaware and Eastern 

Shore of Maryland).  Packets have been left on doorsteps and yards that contain 

material of a racist nature, speaking against Jews, African Americans and Latino 

people.  The dissemination of hate and distrust among people is one of the 

highest forms of evil on earth.  It gives birth to discrimination, violence and un-

told pain and suffering. People of faith need to speak out by contacting their 

public officials and the police and ask for swift action. We also need to teach tol-

erance and love in our churches and neighborhoods and pray for a day when 

this will be a thing of the past. 

         Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 



  

  

February 9, 2019 

Authentic Relationships Workshop 8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

(registration opens at 8:00 am)  - Seaford-Reliance Gethsemane 

UMC -2701 Woodland Ferry Rd., Seaford 

February 23, 

2019 

Lay Leadership Training 8:30 –12:00 - Avenue UMC Milford 

 

March 23, 2019 
Revival Prayer Day #7 - 9 am - 3 pm - Open to clergy and laity  

Smyrna Centennial UMC 

May 11, 2019 
Passionate Worship as Lifestyle Workshop 8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

(registration opens at 8:00 am)  - Angola Conley’s UMC 

October 12, 

2019 

Intentional Discipleship Workshop 8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

(registration opens at 8:00 am)  - Kenton UMC 

October 26, 

2019 

Revival Prayer Day #8 - 9 am - 3 pm - Open to clergy and laity  

Seaford-Reliance Gethsemane UMC 

January 18, 

2020 

Impactful Service Workshop 8:30 am - 12:30 pm (registration 

opens at 8:00 am)  - Bridgeville Union UMC 

April 25, 2020 
Extravagant Generosity Workshop 8:30 am - 12:30 pm 

(registration opens at 8:00 am)  - Smyrna Centennial UMC 



January 30, 2019    Smyrna-Asbury (20 W. Mt. Vernon St.) 

February 27, 2019 Frederica - Trinity 

March 27, 2019  Greenwood 

April 24, 2019  Sellbyville - Salem 

September 25, 2019 Seaford - Mt. Olivet 

October 30, 2019  Rehoboth Beach - Epworth 

December 4, 2019 Laurel - Centenary 

2019 Dover District 

Clergy Gatherings 

 

All gatherings start with Worship from 10:00 am to 12 noon with lunch to 

follow.  We look forward to seeing all Dover District Pastors in attendance!  

Special thanks to our host churches who make our District Clergy Gather-

ings possible by cheerfully hosting with hospitality! 



 

The Dover District Strategic Leadership Team 

is a gathering of disciples who pray, coach, 

and resource lay and clergy leaders to help 

churches cultivate healthier spiritual vitality. 

We help churches PRAY and PLAN. 

We offer a FIVE PHASE PROCESS that helps churches do their own Strategic Planning.  We 

also work with pastors and laity and encourage them to embrace the principles of Strategic 

Leadership in order to strengthen their influence and effectiveness.  

SAVE 

THESE 

DATES!! 

Leadership Development 

Workshops 

By: 

Dr. Phil Maynard 

 Authentic Relationships - February 9, 2019  

 Passionate Worship as Lifestyle - May 11, 2019  

 Intentional Discipleship - October 12, 2019  

 Impactful Service - January 18, 2020  

 Extravagant Generosity - April 25, 2020  











The Dover District Strategic Leadership Team invites you to take 

Readiness 360, a web based survey tool, to measure the capacity 

of your     local congregation to multiply and bear fruit. It provides 

an evaluation of your church's readiness to grow in four areas: 

Spiritual Intensity, Dynamic Relationships, Missional Alignment, 

and Cultural Openness. The tool also allows for two customized 

open-ended questions, to get feedback about a specific topic from 

your congregation. Designed to work alongside Mission Insight, 

Readiness 360 provides an inward evaluation and Mission Insight 

looks outward at the surrounding community. We can use these 

tools in tandem to examine how the strengths of the congregation 

can match the needs of the community,  where the congregation 

can match the needs of the community, or where the congregation 

needs to grow in order to connect with the local community.   

  

Church Scholarships Available 

Contact the Dover District Office at (302) 526-2629 

Readiness  

Find out where 

your church is 

headed! 



Program Assistant to Strengthening the Black Church and Hispanic Lati-
no Ministries 

The Program Assistant is responsible for supporting the Conference Mission of Cultivating 
Christ communities through our CALL—Connecting, Acting, Leading, and Loving. In particular, 
this program assistant provides administrative support to the Director of Strengthening the 
Black Church (STBC), and the Coordinator of Hispanic Latino Ministries: to connect local 
churches with each other and with the Conference to deepen relationships; to provide clear 
communications regarding meetings and events; to arrange logistical support for events; and 
to serve as a team member of the Conference Resource Center Staff. 

Job Description: The Program Assistant is responsible for supporting the Conference Mission 
of Cultivating Christ communities through our CALL—Connecting, Acting, Leading, and Loving. 
In particular, this program assistant provides administrative support to the Director of 
Strengthening the Black Church (STBC), and the Coordinator of Hispanic Latino Ministries: to 
connect local churches with each other and with the Conference to deepen relationships; to 
provide clear communications regarding meetings and events; to arrange logistical support for 
events; and to serve as a team member of the Conference Resource Center Staff. 
  

The Pen-Del Conference Office has 

the following job opportunities 

available. 



Accountability: To the Director of Connectional Ministries and to the Director of STBC and Co-
ordinator of Hispanic Latino Ministries. 
  
Tasks: 
Connecting: 

 Provide correspondence, mailings, copies, filing, payment vouchers, brochures, etc.  . 
 Assist with schedules of the Director of STBC and Hispanic Latino Ministries. 
 Answer email and phone calls in timely and courteous manner. 
 Provide support and back-up to other Assistants in the office, as needed. 
 Design brochures and other graphics for the Directors, as needed. 
Acting: 

 Participate in Conference Resource Center mission projects. 
Leading: 

 Develop relationships with local churches with meeting space and maintain a list of availa-
ble meeting spaces within the Conference. Coordinate with the Conference Registrar to 
assist. 

 Create flyers and brochures and certificates, as needed, for programs. 
Loving: 

 Participate in weekly Staff devotions on Wednesdays. 
  
Skills Required: 

 Excellent written and oral communications. Spanish fluency preferred. 
 Strong interpersonal skills and ability to work in team environment. 
 Strong organizational skills, able to prioritize multiple tasks with attention to details. 
 Proficient in MS Word, PowerPoint, and Publisher, with knowledge of MS Excel. 
 Experience with Web based content management. 
 Willing to acquire and apply new skills. 
 Ability to maintain confidentiality. 
 Some travel expected. 
For consideration please submit your resume with cover letter by December 21, 2018 to Rev. 
Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith.  

 

mailto:Rev.%20Dr.%20Vicki%20Gordy-Stith
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Business Office Administrator 

 

Purpose: The Business Office Administrator is a member of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference Resource Team. The Re-
source Team exists to serve Christ and to resource, support and enable Local Congregations and assist the Annual Confer-
ence Boards and Agencies as they seek to provide resources for ministry and mission. The Conference Resource Center 
provides linkage with the Annual Conference as well as between the local church, the Districts, and the General Church. 
The position of Business Office Administrator exists specifically to provide support to the Director of Administrative Ser-
vices/Conference Benefits Officer. 

Purpose: The Business Office Administrator is a member of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference Resource Team. The Re-
source Team exists to serve Christ and to resource, support and enable Local Congregations and assist the Annual Confer-
ence Boards and Agencies as they seek to provide resources for ministry and mission. The Conference Resource Center 
provides linkage with the Annual Conference as well as between the local church, the Districts, and the General Church. 
The position of Business Office Administrator exists specifically to provide support to the Director of Administrative Ser-
vices/Conference Benefits Officer. 
 
Accountable to: 
God 
Director of Administrative Services/Conference Benefits Officer 
Conference Personnel Committee and Conference Personnel Policies and Procedures 
  
Works closely with:  
Accountant 
Benefits Administrator 
  
Responsibilities: 

 Input and account for all deposits. 

 Insurance payments 
 Pension payments 

 Benevolence remittances 
 Sundry Cash 

 Provide support for receiving "Local Church Reports to Annual Conference". 
 Provide support in maintaining Clergy Appointment records in BR Console. 

 Provide other administrative support to the Director of Administrative Services/Conference Benefits Officer as need-
ed. 

 Provide back-up coverage for other support staff responsibilities as needed 
  
Skills required: 

 Excellent written and oral communications. 
 Strong interpersonal skills and ability to work in team environment. 

 Strong organizational skills, able to prioritize multiple tasks with attention to details. 
 Proficient in MS Word and MS Excel. 

 Experience with Web based content management. Willing to acquire and apply new skills. 

 Ability to maintain confidentiality. 
   
For consideration please submit your resume with cover letter by December 21, 2018, to Mr. William Westbrook. 
   

mailto:wwestbrook@pen-del.org


The following items are needed for our Sisters and Brothers serving in 

the Congo.  Bishop Johnson will bring donated items to the  General 

Conference in St. Louis.  The Bishops from the Congo will then take 

them home to the Congo with Thanksgiving. 

 

 Gently Used clergy (not choir robes) vestments 

 Clergy shirts (with tabs) 

 Stoles of any kind, any season 

 Communion sets (the kind with the individual cup trays and chalice 

and paten) 

 

Please bring items to the Conference Office or to the District Office 

 (call first) by January 15, 2019 

 



 “Amos 5:24” 

 

Wyoming Church will host its third annual 

MLK Day Celebration on Monday, January 

21, 2019. This ecumenical, community 

event has become an important part of the ministries at Wyoming Church as we continue to build 

bridges among the churches and their members in our little corner of creation. Our theme for this 

year’s event is taken from Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech where he reminded the 

supporters of the Civil Rights Movement of the question that they had been asked, “When will you 

be satisfied?” King closes that portion of his speech by quoting Amos 5:24 saying, “we will not be 

satisfied until justice rolls down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream." This year we 

are blessed to have the Reverend Dr. Erica Crawford, from Mt. Zion AME Church in Dover, as one of 

the keynote speakers along with Bishop Ernest Lyght representing The United Methodist Church. 

We will also have a combined Gospel Choir made up of our friends from ReBirth and the Dover 

Christian Church among others. The service will begin at 3:00pm and will be followed by a fellow-

ship meal. All are invited to attend. I am certain that the event will be a blessing to all. For more in-

formation please contact Pastor Dave Hill at Wyoming UMC at 302-270-7061 of email at 

dhill58@verizon.net  

“But let justice roll on like a river, 

    righteousness like a never-failing stream!” 

Amos 5:24 



Zion UMC and White's Chapel UMC, together formed a new Outreach Ministry. We are working 

with the Stevenson House Detention Correctional Facility in Milford. 

Due to our congregations generous donations we were able to fill 20 Christmas Stockings for the 

young residents who are currently  housed there.   

We are planning to continue this Ministry throughout the year.  

In doing so, we pray that they will come to know Jesus and His love for them. 









Dover District Office 
30 Loockerman Plaza 

Dover, DE  19901 

 

Phone: 302-526-2629 

Fax: 302-526-2473 

 

Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa 

Dover District Superintendent 

e-mail:  doverds@pen-del.org  

 

Amy Willey 

Administrative Assistant 

e-mail: DoverDistOff@pen-del.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

7:30 am—3:00 pm 

Friday:  Closed 

Peninsula-Delaware 

Conference 
 

The United Methodist Church 

Bishop Felton Edwin May 

Resource Center 

139 N. State Street 

Dover, DE  19901 

Website:  www.pen-del.org 

Phone:  302-674-2626 

Toll Free:  1-877-736-3351 

 

Presiding Bishop 
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

PO Box 820 

Valley Forge, PA  19482 

We want to know what is happening in our district and 

 We need your help! 

We are blessed and inspired when our local churches share stories of 
success and joy in mission and ministry.   

Please share the events and activities at your Church by emailing  your 
stories and photos to:  

DoverDistOff@pen-del.org and add Newsletter to the subject  line. 

Deadline for the February issue is January  25th 

mailto:doverds@pen-del.org
mailto:cmyers@pen-del.org

