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TO CREATE NEW HOPE BY BRIDGING DIVIDE  

 

Our district invited the students from Cape Henlopen High School, a college stu-
dent who graduated from the school and the staff members of the non-profit communi-
ty partner, Pathways to Success (PTS) to the December clergy gathering at Union 
Wesley UMC, Clarksville. African American students presented powerful testimonies 
on how they overcame barriers such as dysfunctional families and poverty by the help 
of PTS mentoring and educational programs and how they came to understand God’s 
grace and know God through the time of adversities. I was in tears while listening to 
their real stories that reflected on real “new hope” in Jesus Christ.  

Our district has formed a partnership with PTS through our racial justice group, 
Revelation 5 Task Force: Empowering Community Toward Justice. This partnership 
has come along with the Intercultural Competency Training by the Kaleidoscope Insti-
tute in August. Now our district has 16 intercultural coaches who are willing to venture 
into the next step with the task force. 

This month, the team will have a retreat for strategic planning on “Intercultural 
Competency Coaching Initiative” with Rev. Giovanni Arroyo, the Team Leader of Pro-
gram Ministries of General Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR). It will come 
up with specific action steps to build the bridge between churches and schools. Youth 
groups, laity and pastors will be invited to the community events for students in Sus-
sex County school districts in partnership with PTS. Please watch for further commu-
nication about these action steps and events you all can join.  

This “Intercultural Competency Coaching Initiative” project of our district will 
be based on the guidelines of R.E.S.P.E.C.T. 

R=take RESPONSIBILITY for what you say and feel without blaming others 
E=use EMPATHETIC listening 
S=be SENSITIVE to differences in communication styles 
P=PONDER what you hear and feel before you speak 
E-EXAMINE your own assumptions and perceptions 
C=keep CONFIDENTIALITY 
T=TRUST ambiguity, because we are not here to debate who is right or wrong 
 
Do you want to build a new FUTURE with HOPE in preparation for next genera-

tions in this rapidly changing world? I am afraid how poor we as spiritual leaders are in 
preparing for this rapid change in demographic, social and political aspects. Let us 
join in this initiative together by prayers and actual participation in further actions and 
events. It’s time to bridge any kind of divide to CREATE HOPE in CHRIST.   
 



December Clergy Gathering 

In support of the Dover District 

Intercultural Competency Initia-

tive, being led by Rev. Dr. 

Kyung-Hee Sa and the Revela-

tion- 5 Task Force, the Path-

ways to Success Executive 

Director, Fay Blake, was our 

guest speaker.  Fay gave an overview of the Pathways to Success Program.  She 

was accompa-

nied by current 

and past stu-

dents of PTS 

who gave an 

overview of how 

PTS has impact-

ed their lives as 

well as a former 

student who 

sang.  Their goal 

is to raise 

awareness 

about poverty, lack and the need for support in our local 

communities  

PTS utilizes innovative 

and creative approaches 

in mentoring, education, 

and community outreach 

to inform, educate and 

empower.   

PTS Executive Director, 

Fay Blake 

Byron Sivels blessed us by  

singing Amazing Grace 

Pathways Coordinator, Keda Dorisca, 
and Fay Blake. 





Saints at the church conference of 
Conley's UMC circle to receive the 
blessing of DS Kyung Hee after cele-
brating their amazing work over the 
past year. They are so expectant of 
what harvest God will reap next year 
and they set three goals together for 
areas such as visitation and evange-
lism.  

On a snowy day, the faithful saints from Lincoln and 
Slaughter Neck charge gathered together to celebrate 
their ministry over the past year.  

The saints of St. John's and Providence churches shout 
"Victory in Jesus" in such a joyful spirit after they finished 
their annual church conference singing the hymn "Victory in 
Jesus". Good work, faithful servants of the Lord!!! 

Dover District 

Church/Charge Conferences 



St. George's UMC saints pose with their newly ap-
pointed pastor, Rev. Blair Hall, after their annual 
charge conference. They are full of the spirit of 
gratitude and expectancy for what God is going to 
do through this newly anointed congregation by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  

The faithful saints at Asbury and Blades are shouting "Hallelujahs" for all 
God has done with the newly appointed pastor Kevin Wells. They are small 
but beautiful and strong in spirit.  

Dover District 
Church/Charge Conferences 



My dearest sisters and brothers, 

 

            Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  In my prayers for 
the churches of the Dover District, God has been stirring my heart to lead the clergy and laity of our 
District on another spiritual pilgrimage, this time to the Holy Land. 

 

            Rev. Dennis Derr, a retired clergy from the Susquehanna Conference, serving at Carey’s 
United Methodist Church and Camp in Millsboro and Director of Travel Ministry with Educational 
Opportunities Tours, will be assisting me. Rev. Derr has visited the Holy Land many times while 
building relationships with local people there and will be instrumental in serving our purpose for spir-
itual renewal.  Please note the following and the information on the attached brochure/registration 
form.  

  

This “journey of a lifetime” will include:  The Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, 
Cana, Nazareth, Megiddo, Caesarea, Jericho, Qumran, the Mount of Olives, Bethlehem, 
and Jerusalem.  We are planning opportunities for devotion and prayer at key sites, and 
visiting United Methodist missions.  

You will walk where Jesus walked.  You will see how the Land is the Fifth Gospel.  You will 
encounter the Word of God in the Land of the Book and gain new insight into the meaning 
of familiar biblical passages.  You will gain an appreciation for the historical and geograph-
ical settings of the biblical story. You will also have opportunity to interact with the people 
who live in this land; and gain an understanding of the role of faith in the current political 
and religious situation in this land which is “home” to the three great monotheistic faiths: 
Jewish, Christian, and Islam.   

You will grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ, and deepen your spiritual connection with 
those who make the journey with you.  Imagine the impact this journey will have upon your 
church as you return from the Holy Land 19 days before Christmas!  

The 10-day Holy Land Classic trip is November 27 to December 6, 2018.  

The cost is $2,898 per person.  Clergy will receive CEU’s, so they may use continuing educa-
tion funds to help cover the cost. 

The cost includes your round-trip airfare, first-class hotels, full breakfast and dinner, deluxe 
motor coach transportation, licensed guide, and admission to all sites.  EO has a good rep-
utation for operating the best Holy Land program at the best cost.   

I ask you to pray about joining me on this spiritual pilgrimage.  Those who register early will 
save money.  You may make monthly payments.  EO handles the finances.  All money 
must be paid three months before departure. You will need a Passport!  There will be addi-
tional announcements and informational meetings.  Dennis and Diane Derr are willing to 
come to any church for an informational meeting.  Those who feel led to join this spiritual 
pilgrimage for renewal, please email doverds@pen-del.org. 

 

            I look forward to having you along on this Dover District Holy Land spiritual pilgrimage.  I am 
honored and humbled to be in ministry for our Lord with you.   

 

Early registration incentive dates and amounts are listed in the brochure.  Registra-
tions received after August 14, 2018 will incur additional fees.  Final payment is due 
by September 13, 2018. 

mailto:doverds@pen-del.org


2018 Dover District Clergy Gatherings 

January 25  Harrington:  Prospect 

February 22 Seaford:  Wesley 

March 22  Millsboro:  Long Neck 

April 26  Cheswold:  Cheswold 

September 27 Roxana:  Zion 

October 25  Clayton:  Ewell’s-Saint Paul 

December 13 Magnolia:  Orchard 

 

All gatherings start with Worship from 10:00 am to 

12 noon with lunch to follow.  We look forward to 

seeing all Dover District Pastors in attendance!  

Special thanks to our host churches who make our 

District Clergy Gatherings possible by cheerfully 

hosting with hospitality! 

January 18-25, 2018 



January 5-7 Youth Rally - Roland E. Powell Convention Center, Ocean City, MD 

February 13 Lenten Day Apart 

February 24 Leadership Training - 8:30 am - 2:30 pm - Open to clergy and laity - Avenue UMC, 

Milford, DE 

March 17 Revival Prayer Day #5 - 9 am - 3 pm - Open to clergy and laity - Whatcoat UMC, 16 

N. Main St., Camden, DE  

April 13 Dover SLT Team Training 

9 am – 4 pm   - Wyoming UMC,  216 Wyoming Mill Rd., Dover, DE 

April 14 SLT Workshop with Dr. John Ewart 

this workshop is open to all the clergy members and laity 

9 am – noon - Avenue UMC, 20 N. Church St. Milford, DE 

May 17 Pre-Annual Conference Briefing - 7:00 - 8:30 pm [sign-in starts at 6:30 pm] 

Centennial UMC, 44 E. Mt. Vernon St., Smyrna, DE 

May 31 - June 2 Annual Conference @ UMES 

August 14 Pre-Charge Conference Orientation 

6 - 7:00 pm   -  more details to come 

September 11 Bishop’s Day on Dover District - all clergy and laity can attend 

6:30 - 8:30 pm - Union UMC - 2 N. Laws St., Bridgeville, DE 

September 22 
Revival Prayer Day #6 - 9 am - 3 pm - Open to clergy and laity 

Asbury UMC, 200 Weiner Ave., Harrington, DE   

October 26 Dover SLT Team Training 

9 am – 4 pm   - Wyoming UMC,  216 Wyoming Mill Rd., Dover, DE 

October 27 SLT Workshop with Dr. John Ewart 

this workshop is open to all the clergy members and laity 

9 am – noon - Avenue UMC, 20 N. Church St. Milford, DE 

 
 

 
 



What does the Bible reveal to us about the church? 

What does a biblical church look like? What is the definition of healthy church? 

How can we move forward to a healthier church? 
 

Following our 4th Strategic Leadership workshop with Dr. John Ewart, the Dover Dis-
trict Strategic Leadership Team (DDSLT) invites pastors and laity to conversation 
about shared challenges and successes based on the above questions. Our mission-
al strategists and I will meet with you to listen to you and to support you with re-
sources. Bring your questions and specific requests for any help you may need. 
Come and join this conversation  

Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa 

April 13 Dover SLT Team Training 

9 am – 4 pm   - Wyoming UMC,  216 Wyoming Mill Rd., Dover, DE 

April 14 SLT Workshop with Dr. John Ewart 

this workshop is open to all the clergy members and laity 

9 am – noon - Avenue UMC, 20 N. Church St. Milford, DE 

https://sites.google.com/site/ddsltinfo/home


 

Please lift the following people or situations up in prayer this 

month. 

 

 

 

Bill Steward - continued prayer for Bill and his wife. 

 

3  Charles Claybourn 

15  Janice Herman 

28 Rick Hudson 

A winter’s portrait, so bountiful,  
nature's gift indeed 
Though lurking are the lifeless flowers 
returned to earth as seed 
All sacred gifts sent unto us 
are made by God's own hands 
And always, they are precious ones 
to love just as He plans! 
While lilies in the valley rest, 
and clad are crystal trees 
A lifeless day revives the soul 
through snowflakes on a breeze. 
These heavenly troves to come our way, 
so beautiful, big or small. 
Will touch our lives through each new day 
God's gifts... they're best of all! 
 
Dianne Cogar 

https://hubpages.com/religion-philosophy/god-and-views-of-god/5071


The Minutes of the Charge (Church) Confer-
ence shall serve as the guide for reporting. 
Please have one set of Minutes of the Charge (Church) Conference (available by 
download from www.pen-del.org) prepared to serve as the official minutes for the 
Charge (Church) Conference. Please complete as many sections as possible — es-
pecially Sections 15, 16, 18a and 18b prior to the Charge (Church) Conference.  We 
will need a signed copy with any notations, actions, or decisions. Please provide a list 
of those attending by name. The Minutes are due in the District Office no later 
than 30 days following the Charge (Church) Conference. 

CLM Class dates (2017-2018) as follows: 
October 13-14, 2017 

November 10-11 
December 8-9 

January 12-13, 2018 
Graduation – June 24, 2018 

 

All classes are held on Friday evening 6-9PM, and Saturday 9-4PM 
at Whatcoat UM Church in Dover. 

 
 

If you are a Certified Lay Servant interested in the  
CLM program and would like to attend the next class  

contact Brenda Tildon at 
302-836-8553 or brendatildon@verizon.net 

 
CLM Orientation & Leadership Seminar coming soon! 

http://www.pen-del.org/forms?formType=Charge%20Conference


Clergy Spiritual Renewal 

A Voice of the Heart Clergy Spiritual Retreat  

Next Cohort Begins: April 2018 

A course in spiritual development and prayer for clergy. This two-part program is designed 

by clergy for clergy, and has been approved by the Pen-Del Conference for 4 CEU’s. 

 

 

Come experience a daily rhythm of prayer, simple meals, communing with God in nature, 

communion, and spiritual direction at Pecometh. Our Winter Silent Retreat is February 18th-

23rd, 2018. Like river water in a jar in which the sediment falls to the bottom, revealing the 

clear water, allow your spirit to settle and clear by resting in God. 

 The cost varies from $50 for one day to $449 for the full 6 days, 5 nights. All costs are per 

person, and include the program fees, single occupancy overnight accommodations, and 

meals from lunch on your first day through lunch on your final day. Optional Christian yoga 

and massage therapy are also available for an additional fee.  

 

 

With Christmas just around the corner and 2018 just a few weeks away, it's time to start 

thinking about summer camp at Pecometh - an incredible gift for the children in your life! 

Next summer's theme is "Soar into Summer!" and registration will be launching soon. Make 

sure to stay up to speed with our Summer Camp Updates. 

Another way to be a part of the Pecometh family is to join summer staff! This is the perfect 

opportunity for young adults graduating high school in June 2018 or those who are 18 or 

over looking for a summer job. Now is the time to make plans and apply for summer staff! 

To sign up to receive an update the moment registration launches, visit us at http://

www.pecometh.org/summer-camp-updates-2018 or call 410-556-6900. We look forward to 

having your camper "Soar into Summer" with us here at Camp Pecometh!  

http://www.pecometh.org/voice-of-the-heart
http://www.pecometh.org/winter-silent-retreat


 

An Invitation to Vital Conversations 
Presented by Bridging the Divide, a joint minis-

try 
of Faith, Israel, and Epworth United Methodist 

Churches 

 

Start the new year in an exciting way. You do nothing more right now than call one of the 
folks below (or sign up at church on Sunday). 

In the past, you have expressed an interest in or have already participated in exploring the na-
ture and effects of racism. We believe that Vital Conversations will inspire, instruct, and help 
to broaden your views of racism. 

You might also consider talking with your friends and acquaintances about Vital Conversa-
tions. There are no restrictions on attendance except that you care about the topic. Bring 
yourself and perhaps another. 

Vital Conversations is a series of eight discussions about race and ethnicity. Most important-
ly, these discussions are about you and your fellow Christians. They are frank and challenging 
and are designed to elicit and, by this, to examine our own views of racism and the factors 
that have contributed to it.  

The first session will consist of an introduction to the material, and each of the remaining ses-
sions will open with a short video, followed by discussion in small groups with a final wrap-up 
of the entire group. These conversations also challenge the church’s role, which is often posi-
tive, but sometimes avoids the topic of racism by ignoring the subject or by allowing the con-
tinued expression of especially institutional racism. 

Vital Conversations also elicits ways in which each of us, as well as our churches, can identify 
and act on a new understanding of and a Christ-led plan to confront and defeat racism. 

 
6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. at Faith United Methodist Church in Rehoboth 

January 3,10,17,24,31; February 7,24,31, and March 7 

 
Sign up at church or telephone for further information: 
 Ruth Ann Curley at 302-228-4393 or 
 David Dagenais at 302-265-5099 
 Sallie Duffy at 302-519-0615 
 Norman Moore 302-258-3404 
 Sandra Neal at 302-381-4634 
 Carolyn Morris 302-542-9944 



 

Lewes Charge Extends 
 

A Special Invitation To Everyone! 
   

To You, Community, Family, Friends, Neighbors,  
Children, Young Adults, Adults, Seniors, Co-Workers! 

  
Lewes Charge Early Morning Prayer Services  

7/7/7…7:00 am/7 days/7 weeks 

January 7th – February 3rd at 
Faith United Methodist Church 

19940 Church Street 
Rehoboth, Delaware 19971 

Rev. Marjorie Belmont-Burns, Pastor 
(Parsonage) 1-302-313-5762 

(Cell) 443-298-0076 
(E-Mail) bellbird59@@gmail.com  

(Church) 302-227-9415 

 

 
Lewes Charge Early Morning Prayer Services 

7/7/7…7:00 am/7 days/7 weeks 

February 4th – February 24th, 2018 at 
Israel United Methodist Church 

20230 Plantation Road 
Lewes, Delaware 19958 

Rev. Marjorie Belmont Burns, Pastor 
(Parsonage) 1-302-313-5762 

(Cell) 443-298-0076 
(E-Mail) bellbird59@gmail.com 

  
 

  

mailto:bellbird59@gmail.com




















 

 

Bishop's Confirmation Rally 

Catch the Spirit!  Confirmation Rally March 24, 2018 

 
Who:  Youth participating in Confirmation in their 
local churches 

 
What:  A Pokemon Go! themed experience to 
learn about the evolving process of salvation, the 
power of spiritual gifts, the energy of spiritual dis-
ciplines, and the gift of the sacraments, in addi-
tion to some of the history of Methodism on the 
Delmarva Peninsula. 

 
When: Saturday, March 24, 2018 from 10 a.m. to noon,  
  with registration between 9:30 and 10:00 a.m. 

 
Where: Barratt’s Chapel 
  6362 Bay Road 
  Frederica, DE 19946 

 
Why: To gather with other youth in an historic chapel to learn and grow together! 



 

 

 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 

9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

Wesley UMC 
209 S State St 

Dover, DE 19901 

Contact:  Rev. Karin Tunnéll 



 Coney’s United Methodist Church in 

Lewes, DE, is looking for a Music Direc-

tor.  This part-time salaried position 
(approx. 10 hours per week) will include 
directing a bell choir and choral choirs for 
two Sunday morning services.  The job 
involves choosing appropriate music, di-
recting practices and performances, and 
working with other people involved with 
music at the church. 
 Please send a cover letter 

(including full contact info), professional resume, and a list of three references by mail 
to Conley’s UMC, ATTN: SPPRC, 33106 Jolyn’s Way, Lewes, DE 19958.  Or by email 
to conleyschapel@verizon.net. 
 Proof of eligibility to work in the US, valid photo ID, and a National Background 
Check approved by Conley’s Safe Sanctuary Committee are required before hiring. 

Order your 2017 Journals now! 

Please download and complete the appropriate form 
and submit it along with payment to the conference 

office: 

Peninsula-Delaware Methodist Conference -
 Attn:Journal Order 

139 N. State St. 

Dover DE 19901 

Journal Order Form 
 
Retiree Journal Order Form 

mailto:conleyschapel@verizon.net
http://pendel-email.brtapp.com/files/content/journal%2border%2bform%2b2017.pdf
http://pendel-email.brtapp.com/files/content/journal%2border%2bform%2bretiree%2b2017.pdf


We want to know what is happening in our district and I need your help! 

We are blessed and inspired when our local 
churches share stories of success and joy in mis-
sion and ministry.   

Please share the events and activities at your 
Church by emailing me your stories and photos to:  

cmyers@pen-del.org    

Deadline for the February issue is January 24th. 

IR-2017-204, Dec. 14, 2017 

WASHINGTON ― The Internal Revenue Service today is-
sued the 2018 optional standard mileage rates used to cal-
culate the deductible costs of operating an automobile for 
business, charitable, medical or moving purposes. 

Beginning on Jan. 1, 2018, the standard mileage rates for the use of a car (also vans, 
pickups or panel trucks) will be: 

 54.5 cents for every mile of business travel driven, up 1 cent from the rate for 
2017. 

 18 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes, up 1 cent from the rate 
for 2017. 

 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations. 

mailto:cmyers@pen-del.org


Dover District Office 
30 Loockerman Plaza 

Dover, DE  19901 

 

Phone: 302-526-2629 

Fax: 302-526-5555 

 

Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa 

Dover District Superintendent 

e-mail:  doverds@pen-del.org  

 

Cathy Myers 

Administrative Assistant 

e-mail: cmyers@pen-del.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

8:00 am—3:00 pm 

Friday:  Closed 

Peninsula-Delaware 

Conference 
 

The United Methodist Church 

Bishop Felton Edwin May 

Resource Center 

139 N. State Street 

Dover, DE  19901 

Website:  www.pen-del.org 

Phone:  302-674-2626 

Toll Free:  1-877-736-3351 

 

Presiding Bishop 
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

PO Box 820 

Valley Forge, PA  19482 

Clergy Pension & Insurance payments  

due the 15th of the month.   

Arrearages occur after  

the 15th. 

mailto:doverds@pen-del.org
mailto:cmyers@pen-del.org

