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COVENANT FOR RENEWAL: 
Adventure yourselves in Christ  

I extend my best blessings to all of you during this Advent/

Christmas season.  In addition, I express deepest gratitude for 

our faith life together as the Dover District.  We have ventured 

forth with Christ to “revive our corporate prayer life” and 

“practice strategic leadership through the strategic planning 

processes.” Through our trainings and gatherings for these pur-

poses, I have sensed your longings to renew your faith life and 

your church with a deeper sense of commitment and disciple-

ship that is more passionate. What a joy it has been to observe 

that you choose to fulfill the need of renewal! 

Whenever we near the year’s end, I often think of Watch Night 

or the first of New Year services back in my home church in 

South Korea where we had a prayer meeting along with a cov-

enant renewal service. It was a holy time that we had as a fam-

ily. In 1780 John Wesley made a set of instructions for the cov-

enant renewal service which was titled “Directions for Renew-

ing Our Covenant with God.” The booklet highlighted spiritual 

and theological preparations to undertake to renew one’s cove-

nant with God. It consisted of five important steps:  

1. Confide in God. 

2. Compose your spirit. (meaning “staying focused and being 

serious about committing yourself to God) 

3. Claim the covenant. 

4. Choose faithfulness. 

5. Connect to God in prayer.  

In the introduction of the booklet, Wesley outlines three (3) 

foundational principles that integrate these instructions on the 

renewal of our covenant with God in our daily life.  



Principle No. 1: Things eternal are much more considerable than things temporal. 

Principle No. 2: Things not seen are as certain as the things that are seen. 

Principle No. 3: Upon your present choice depends your eternal future.  

This journey of covenant renewal requires us to choose to trust in God and to learn to 

set aside our need for security and certainty. Thus, Wesley concludes the preface of 

his “Directions for Renewing Our Covenant with God” with this stirring charge: Adven-

ture yourselves in Christ. 

At the threshold of the year, I PRAY that we continue our journey of renewal in our 

covenantal relationship with God. Let’s make up our mind to venture forth with Christ. 

He will bring us home and bring us to God who will fulfill our prayer, “Let us be em-

ployed for Thee or laid aside for Thee: we freely and heartily resign all to Thy pleasure 

and disposal.”  

Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa 

2017 Certified Lay Minister class dates: 
 

Module 1  February 17-18 
Module 2  March 24-25 
Module 3  April 28-29 
Module 4  June 2-3 

 
Graduation  June 25, 4:00 pm Wesley UMC, Dover 

If you are interested in learning more about becoming a CLM,  

contact Brenda Tildon. 

mailto:brendatildon@verizon.net?subject=CLM%20Classes


 

January 26 - 28  Restoration Retreat for Clergy & Laity 

    The Sand’s Hotel in Rehoboth Beach, DE 

 

February 8   Prayer Service for the Commission  

    7:00 pm - 8:00 pm  Angola:  Conley’s UMC 

   Prayer night with Bishop for the Study Commission on Homosexuality 

 

February 25   Lay Leadership Training & Celebration 

    8:30 am - 2:30 pm    Milford:  Avenue 

    20 N. Church Street, Milford, DE  19963 

 

February 28   Bishop’s Lenten Day Apart for Clergy 

    8:30 am  Salisbury, MD Trinity UMC 

 

March 11   3rd District Revival Prayer Day 

    9:00 am—3:00 pm  Bridgeville:  Union 

    2 N. Laws Street, Bridgeville, DE  19933 

 

March 18   Confirmation Rally @ Barratt’s Chapel  10:00 am 

 

March 31   Dover SLT Team Training 

     9 am – 4 pm  Wyoming UMC  

 

April 1    SLT Workshop with Dr. John Ewart 

    this workshop is open to all the clergy members and laity  

    9 am – noon  for clergy & laity - Calvary UMC - Milford, DE 

 

May 6    St. Barnabas Lay/Clergy Banquet 

    12:00 pm Dover:  Whatcoat 

 

May 10   Pre-Conference Briefing 

    6:30 - 8 pm @ Avenue UMC Milford, DE  19963 

 

May 20-21   African American Summit Ezion-Mt. Carmel 

May 22 - 24   233rd Session of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference  

    (Annual Conference) Chase Center on the Riverfront, Wilmington DE 

May 28 - June 4  Licensing School - Camp Pecometh 

May 31   Order of Elders - 8:30 - 11:30 am  Dover:  Whatcoat 

June 25   CLM Graduation - 4:00 pm  Dover:  Wesley 

October 25   Bishop’s Day on the Dover District - location TBD 



 

 

 

 

2017 Clergy Gathering Schedule 

 

All gatherings start with Worship from 10:00 am to 12 noon with lunch to follow.  We 

look forward to seeing all Dover District Pastors in attendance! Many thanks to our 

host churches who make our monthly District Clergy Gatherings possible by cheer-

fully hosting with hospitality! 

 

 January 26, 2017  Felton-Viola  

 February 22, 2017  Georgetown: Grace  

 April 27, 2017   Seaford:  St. John’s 

 September 13, 2017  TBD 

 December 7, 2017  Millsboro:  Grace 

 

Annual Christmas Dinner at Pecometh 

 

Celebrate the season with us here at Pecometh. Join us at our Riverview Retreat 
Center for our Annual Christmas Dinner, Saturday December 10, from 4-6pm.  
 
This year's menu includes turkey and gravy, mashed potatoes, green beans and 
more. 
Plus, everyone who attends receives a Pecometh Christmas ornament.  
 
Register TODAY online at http://www.pecometh.org/christmas-dinner or call 410-556-
6900.  

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!zA2nkk8Ah9B7kK3MrhvaOSpc6IjesLxxxjBkiw6EfqY6xfvzpUEYkXtbiG6GBSlQw
tel:410-556-6900
tel:410-556-6900


How to Get Started with Strategic Planning Processes in your own church 

 

What is the DDSLT? 

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Dover District Strategic Leadership Team (SLT) 

proactively provides care for local churches through coaching, resourcing, guiding, account-

ability, and partnership with them.  

5 Stages of Strategic Planning Process: Assessment, Identification, Vision Development, 

Adjustment and Implementation 

Summary of the Process 

1. Start conversation with your congregation on “WHY” through sermon series in January for about 

3 months simultaneously with small group discussions to create a culture for strategic leadership 

with strategic planning  

Purpose: to promote the self-awareness on why need to build vitality and help them understand 

the discipline of WHY.   

-Determine interest, urgency and commitment 
-Initial interest and commitment from Church Council 
-Recruit local Strategic Leadership Team, including pastor, to steer process 
-Church makes formal commitment to enroll 
-Begin interpretation work with the congregation – ongoing 
 

It’s recommended that this discerning and SLT recruiting process should not last over 6 months. 
 

In this process, use the information at ddslt.org (https://sites.google.com/site/ddsltinfo/home) for Dr. 

John’s teachings: PRAYER and PLANNING  

Don’t chase resources! Save your time! Click “RESOURCES” on the left tab: How to access Mission 

insite (encourage lay participation in Lay Leadership Training: class on Mission insite and Strategic 

Planning on Feb. 25, 2017-to be led by a SLT member, Rev. Jim Penuel) 

Choose one of the books for small group discussions or sermon series: From Embers to a 

Flame by Harry L. Reeder, Advanced Strategic Planning: A 21
st

 Model for Church and Ministry 

Leaders by Aubrey Malphrs, 10 Prescriptions for A Healthy Church by Bob Farr/Kay Kotan  

Once your church is committed, contact Dover District Office/ DS to sign up for the strategic 

planning process with DDSLT to receive continued resources/coaching 

2. Recruiting a Local Church SLT:  

Each participating church in the pilot project on Strategic Planning Process will recruit and commis-

sion a leadership team to guide the process on behalf of your church. The team’s role will include: 

(SLT will provide the commissioning liturgy to be done at your worship.) 

 Pray together and individually for discernment about God’s desire for the future of your church. 

 Interpret the opportunity of the pilot project to your congregation, and build enthusiasm and ener-
gy for participation. 

 Attend the Strategic Leadership Workshops/ Revival Prayer Days and Cohort Support Group 
meetings to receive continued training/coaching. 

https://sites.google.com/site/ddsltinfo/home


 Read, review, and reflect on the recommended resources throughout process. 

 Engage with the DS and SLT to assess, determine needs, learn with trainings on discipleship 
and evangelism, develop and engage actions, evaluate and further implement. 

 Celebrate outcomes and growing vitality, offering thanksgiving to God. 

 Share mutual support and learnings with other churches also participating in the Strategic Plan-
ning Process. 

 
Consider prayerfully the persons recruited for this process. They should include persons who 
demonstrate: (PLEASE PRAY AND PRAY through this recruiting process!) 

-Commitment to growing in their Christian faith; 
-Sincere interest in moving their church towards a higher capacity to live into its mission and 
ministry. 
-Ability to manage time commitments and be available for scheduled meetings, at least once 
a month. 

The team is recommended to consist of six to seven persons, one of which is the Pastor. Also 

look to include some who are discerners, strategic thinkers, effective communicators, mobilizers, 

and intercessors. Please Note:  It is not necessary to include all persons presently serving in elect-

ed leadership roles in your congregation. In fact, you will achieve more useful outcomes if you in-

volve a high number of persons not committed to current “official” roles and time commitments. Seek 

newer people to your church and community, with fresh perspectives and recent experiences in pur-

suing their faith journeys.  

 

3. Assessment & Identification 

Use Dr. John’s Dover District SLT diagnostic tool: (find it on the website: www.ddslt.org) 

The first critical step in the process of building vitality for each local church is to gain a clear under-

standing of your current reality and present effectiveness in ministry. This assessment is designed to 

assist local church leaders in taking a fairly full and honest self-portrait of your congregation, in order 

to identify strengths, resources, and necessary adaptations for increasing strength and vitality. SLT 

members and Dr. John can help this process of review and assessment to identify potential areas 

for effective change and transformation. The local church SLT will mobilize and facilitate the entire 

church leadership to complete and reflect on these self-assessment tools. 

4. Assessment tools: DS and SLT will provide consultation upon your request. (Mission Insite, Law-

less survey, Readiness 360: SLT will continue to build toolkit) 

5. Follow the 5 core competences-based goal setting and vision development: PRAYER, PRES-

ENCE, SERVICE, GIFTS and WITNESS 

6. Adjustment stage: learning or training resources will be provided by Dr. John and SLT (each year

-2 training workshops by Dr. John: 2 Revival Prayer Days to build vitality among us) 

During adjustment stage, SLT will continue to resource and coach local churches as the team 

focuses on 2 R&D (research and development) tracks on discipleship and evangelism with 

Dr. John.   

-Process of coaching, training, acting, evaluating, realigning continues 

-Cohort groups continue to meet for support and share learnings 



 

7. Implementation: DDSLT and local churches will continue to push through challenges and cele-

brate successes through our trainings and cohort support groups. We will hold churches ac-

countable for effective prescriptions to build vitality.  

 

IT’S A HARD WORK THAT WILL REWARD YOUR CHURCH IN THE END! SO, 

 

Be non-anxious! 

Be determined with holy boldness to execute this relentlessly! 

 

Youth Rally 2017 Online Registration is live! 

Early bird registration 

by October 15, 2016 

$57 (includes t-shirt) 

Regular registration 

by November 15, 2016 

$67 (includes t-shirt) 

Late Registration 

by December 15, 2016 

$77 (no t-shirt) 

http://www.cvent.com/d/6fqh5p








Dover District Attendees 

John Schutt, Cathy Myers, Scott Forwood and Regina Reeves (spouse of Walter 
Reeves) attended Nurturing Wholeness in Community Level 1 at Pecometh Re-
treat Center November 1-3, 2016. 

Leadership Training Registration Form can be found on the next page! 





 



Restoration 2017:   "Prayer, Praise and Presence" 

 

Bishop Peggy Johnson invites all clergy and laity of the Peninsula-Delaware and 
Eastern PA Conferences to attend Restoration 2017 at the Sands Hotel in Rehoboth 
Beach, DE.  The purpose of this retreat is "finding new life in the spiritual disciplines 
to bring strength to our Christian journey."  This event replaces the former Bishop's 
Mid-Winter Retreat for Clergy and Spouses. 
  
The focus of this Restoration retreat is to bring to light aspects of ministry, life, and 
community to be restored within us on our journey of making disciplines.  Our guest 
speaker will be the Rev. Junius Dotson, General Secretary of UM Discipleship 
Ministries. 
  

Online registration is preferred and available at http://tinyurl.com/restoration2017.  

 
If paying by check, the manual registration form can be downloaded here. 
  
For questions regarding this event including scholarship options, please contact the 
Rev. Dr. Shirlyn Henry Brown at restorationrehoboth@gmail.com.  Two (2) ceus will 
be granted for this retreat. 

2016 Journals are Available! 
 

Journal Order Form 2016 

 

Retiree Journal Order Form 2016 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!JMO+0DgFiE636hfAmn5xgCwelKZBw3e-jskNqB-hveksgyoACBvxDguRwwsRoOvbM
http://www.pen-del.org/!Ez7NMn8oR7C-MpxtcjygcwY1+RslP1h5ROMKr9fA5WWv2S4onNnPOtrnffPlTBo10
mailto:restorationrehoboth@gmail.com
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!GwUjzvGhbtbEFhf2OkgitK5mIC5JHp-TA4LAvYWuAWSrVcFwt9wHw5oTt1JPXvO+w
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!DVFlfp5XtNFN6YvrdW0cnyaGX9lN+-VCe9H3EmXfNq0eBpYz1Z6d2itco9qmEd9t0


GFCA launches group-
purchasing site for UM 

churches, affiliates 

 

The General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) is announcing a group pur-
chasing program. By combining the total spend of all of our churches and affiliated or-
ganizations the church will be able to enjoy significant savings.  
 

Working with a vetted provider, UMCGPO.ORG will provide the United Methodist con-
nection deeply discounted, highly preferred pricing on key administrative products and 
services through a variety of top-tier vendors. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find answers to FAQ’s, Member Registration and more on their website  

http://www.umcgpo.org 

 

No cost to join 

No commitment level 

Deeply discounted pricing 

Pre-negotiated contracts 

Long-term price protection 

Contract management 

Spend reporting and analysis 

http://www.umcgpo.org/


The 2016 Charge/Church Conferences Under Full Swing:  

Celebrating Apostolic Witnessing at the  

Acts 1:8 Assembly of Dover District 

Apostles at Friendship and Harmony churches shout "Hallelujah" at the combined church conference  

Pastor Blair Hall and the leaders of 
Blades and Asbury as a charge pose 
for District Superintendent Kyung Hee 
after the church conference was over. 
They are such a singing congregation.  



The combined church conference between Wesley and Woodland in Seaford is being held at Woodland 
UMC. See the happy faces of the congregations along with their pastors Beth Elzey and Linda Birch.  

Wesley and Woodland churches in Seaford have fellowship time with food and drinks after the church con-
ference. They have developed close relationships between pastors and members over the years.  



The "Fall Tree" at Hickory Hill welcomes all 
at the annual church conference. DS Kyung 
Hee was delightfully surprised by such a 
beautifully decorated tree that created a 
spirit of autumn joy. Thank you, Nancy. You 
are so gifted.  

Hickory Hill UMC put the agenda of the 
annual church conference and hymn lyr-
ics on the power point slides to help her 
congregation. Their thorough prepared-
ness was appreciated.   



Disability Ministries Update 

"Nearly 1 in every 5 Americans has a disability"... U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 

With statistics like the one above, we can say that every church has people whose lives are 
touched by someone with a disability. As the Body of Christ, we are called and challenged 
to, not only show hospitality to ALL people, but to connect ALL people to Christ.  

The conference Disability Ministries Committee wants to help each church through aware-
ness, and resources as we seek to build the Body of Christ to include ALL people of ALL abil-
ity levels. We are looking for people - clergy and laity - who would like to work together to 
engage, educate, equip, and empower people with disabilities and local churches. If you 
are interested in helping, please contact committee chair Rev. Becky Collison 
at  pastorbecky@gmail.com 

To help raise awareness and participation in your local church, please consider taking part 
in the following upcoming events:  

Sunday, Jan. 29 - Pen Del Disability Awareness Sunday. Resources are available at  

http://www.pen-del.org/disabilityinformationandresources 

 
Wednesday, Feb. 15 - Deadline for disAbility Connection Award given at Annual Confer-
ence. Use the link listed above to access the self-nomination form. 

Live Nativity will take place at  

Ewell’s-Saint Paul 

401 West Street 

Clayton, Delaware,  

on December 8, 9, & 10th 

from 6:00 p.m. through 8:00 p.m. 
 

In addition to the Live Nativity outside, we will  

offer refreshments inside downstairs.   

mailto:pastorbecky@gmail.com
http://www.pen-del.org/disabilityinformationandresources






Long Neck United Methodist Church  
32051 Long Neck Road, Long Neck, DE 

December Events 
Church office at 302-945-9453 longneckumc@msn.com 

Communication Chairperson 302-945-8971 or 302-258-4794 
======================================================== 

 
 

Christmas Fair & Auction – Saturday, December 3, 2016  
Crafters, Children's Store, Food, and Entertainment -- 9:00 am to 2:00 pm and Goods 
& Services Auction -- featuring items and services from local businesses and individual 
donors at 2:00 pm until the last item sells. If you have any questions, contact the 
church office at 302-945-9453 or at their email address longneckumc@msn.com    
 
Daybreak Prayer Service – Wednesday, December 21, 2016 at sunrise.   
 
Blue Night & Healing Service – Wednesday, December 21, 2016 at 7 pm   
Blue?  Yes, blue as in the blues.  As in “I am feeling blue.”  Not everyone is up and 
cheery for the Christmas holidays.  Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life af-
ter divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer or some other 
disease that puts a question mark over the future, and a number of other human situa-
tions make parties and joviality painful for many people in our congregations and com-
munities.  There is a growing attentiveness to the needs of people who are blue at 
Christmas.   
 
Christmas Eve Services – Saturday, December 24, 2016 at 7 and 11 pm.   
The 7 o’clock service will be family oriented with Holy Communion and a candlelight 
service.  The 11 o’clock service will be traditional also with Holy Communion and can-
dlelight service.   
 
Christmas Day Services – Sunday, December 25, 2016 at 8:45 am and 11 am  
 
Free Christmas Dinner – Sunday, December 25, 2016 at 1 pm  
Don’t sit home alone! Come to the church, share a meal with friends, make new friends 
and have a time of fellowship.  
 
Watchnight Service – Saturday, December 31, 2016 at 11 pm.  This is a late-
night church service, which is held late on New Year's Eve, and ends after midnight. A 
lite meal at 10 pm, which will include black eye peas.  This provides the opportunity for 
Christians to review the year that has passed and make confession and prepare for the 
year ahead by praying and resolving.  This service follows the lead of a small Christian 
denomination called the Moravians in what is now the Czech Republic that began hav-
ing "watch" services in 1733, the founder of the Methodist Church, John Wesley, origi-
nated watch night services in 1740, sometimes calling them Covenant Renewal Ser-
vices. Today, a Methodist watchnight service includes singing, spontaneous prayers 
and testimonials, as well as scripture readings.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Year%27s_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repentance_(theology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Year%27s_resolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Service_of_worship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wesley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wesley_Covenant_Prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wesley_Covenant_Prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testimony#Religion


 



Dover District Office 
30 Loockerman Plaza 

Dover, DE  19901 

 

Phone: 302-526-2629 

Fax: 302-526-5555 

 

Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa 

Dover District Superintendent 

e-mail:  doverds@pen-del.org  

 

Cathy Myers 

Administrative Assistant 

e-mail: cmyers@pen-del.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

8:00 am—3:00 pm 

Friday:  Closed 

Connectionism is one of the hallmarks of our identity as United Methodists. As 
we abide together in a covenant of mutual care and accountability, we rejoice in 
the ways that faith and love flourish and God’s grace is revealed as we answer 
the call to make disciples of Jesus Christ. We are blessed and inspired when 
our local churches share stories of success and joy in mission and ministry. 
Please contact me at cmyers@pen-del.org with your submissions for the next 
issue of the Dover District News.  

Cathy Myers 

Dover District Administrative Assistant 

Peninsula-Delaware 

Conference 
 

The United Methodist Church 

Bishop Felton Edwin May 

Resource Center 

139 N. State Street 

Dover, DE  19901 

Website:  www.pen-del.org 

Phone:  302-674-2626 

Toll Free:  1-877-736-3351 

 

Presiding Bishop 
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson 

PO Box 820 

Valley Forge, PA  19482 

mailto:doverds@pen-del.org
mailto:cmyers@pen-del.org
mailto:cmyers@pen-del.org

