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Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Dover District, 

  

Peace and Grace to you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

  

The Dover District Committee on Superintendency is hosting a virtual  

Service of Worship to celebrate the leadership of  

the Reverend Dr. Kyung Hee-Sa and who we are as the Dover District. 

  

Please save the date of Saturday, May 22, 2021 from 2:00pm - 4:00pm 

 as we gather virtually to celebrate 

"God's Goodness to the Dover District". 

  

Final details with a Zoom link will be provided in April. 

  

Blessings Always, 

  

The Dover District Committee on Superintendency 





Whatcoat United Methodist Dover  

will be offering vaccinations  

on Sunday, April 11, 2021, from 12-4 pm.  

 You must be age 50 or older. 

 Pre-registration is required. 

 No walk-ins 

 We will not know what vaccine will be allotted for the clinic until just be-
fore the event. If needed, we will schedule for the second vaccine if required. 

 You must bring to your appointment the attached Vaccine Immunization 
Reporting Form. You will need to fill out the top box on the first page (i.e., 
name, address, etc.) and the question on the back of the form.  

Each person receiving the vaccine will need to present their Medicare  

(red, white, and blue) card or prescription insurance card. 

Click the link to sign up. https://bit.ly/3tU5VZE 

 

If you know of anyone who does not have electronic access, have them call 
Bro. Kinchen Alston at 1-267-252-9836 to sign-up.  

 

This event is being sponsored by the Delaware Pharmacist Society and What-
coat United Methodist Church -Dover.  

 

 

https://bit.ly/3tU5VZE


 

Hope Center of Mariners Church 

Expected to Open in 2021  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hope Center, a 13,050-square-foot facility on the campus of Mariners Bethel United Methodist 

Church in Ocean View, will be completed by January. In the planning stages since 2015, the building 

will provide both additional space for the church’s activities and outreach and be available for com-

munity activities as well.  

“The Hope Center will enable us to pursue new and emerging ministries and to better engage with 

our community,” said Christina Wilson, family and youth ministries director. 

Mariners’ youth ministry, known as CRASH (Creating Revolution and Saving Hearts) traditionally 

has more than 100 young people in its program.  

The Hope Center gives CRASH and other ministries of the church the space they need to hold meet-

ings and activities for larger numbers of people. “The Hope Center provides additional space for ful-

filling Mariners’ vision of growing spiritually healthy people through all generations,” said Woody 

Wilson, pastor. 

The building includes a 45-foot by 74-foot multi-purpose hall at its center. Surrounding this area, 

which will be used for large gatherings and for recreational activities such as basketball, volleyball 

and pickleball, are meeting rooms, classrooms, a computer lab, a stage, kitchen café, prayer room 

and storage areas. The multi-purpose hall can accommodate 400 people either in rows are around 

circular tables. 

The Hope Center is the first major facilities addition to Mariners since 2003 when a new sanctuary 

was built.  The congregation approved the Hope Center project in June 2016, and ground was broken 

on the $3.8 million facility in November 2019, after two-thirds of the projected costs had been raised 

through gifts.  

 



“The church’s outreach vision is to have no unaddressed human need within a 12-mile radius 

of the church…and beyond that,” said Dave Humphrey, pastor. “Those basic human needs are 

food, clothing, and shelter. It is our mission to bring transforming love and change lives by em-

bracing our neighbors in Sussex County,” he added. 

One of the new ministries, which will probably begin in the fall of 2021, is an after-school pro-

gram, called Enrichment of Hope, to serve at-risk children and youth ages 12-18 in the com-

munity. This two-hour program three days a week will include help with schoolwork and gen-

eral academic needs during the first hour and training in life skills and an emphasis on health 

and fitness in the second hour. The session will end with dinner and a message of hope, aimed 

at teaching values and moral and faith lessons. The academic session will be led by volunteers 

with prior training or accreditation in education and the specified subject. 

According to the Delaware Community Foundation, poverty puts children at risk for poor 

health conditions, problems at school, and violence in neighborhoods. In the 2012-2016 time 

period, 18 percent of children in Delaware were living in poverty. This compared to 12 percent 

in 2000. Poverty rates among African American and Hispanic children in Sussex County in the 

2012-2016 period were 39 percent and 40 percent respectively. 

The Enrichment of Hope program will fall under the auspices of the No Unmet Human Need 

Association, a 501(c)(3) established this year to address needs in the community. “We hope to 

engage other churches and volunteers both from Mariners and the community at large to help 

mentor and teach, help with meals and other aspects of the program,” said Woody Wilson. “We 

will be working closely with the Indian River School District to identify students who could 

benefit from one-on-one engagement with an adult or older youth,” he added.  

The new facility will also enable Mariners to host a Week of Hope service program in which 

100 youth and adults a week come from around the country to Southeastern Sussex in the sum-

mer to volunteer to help local organizations and individuals with manual tasks. The program 

could involve up to 500 volunteers throughout the summer. 

It is not just children and youth who will benefit from the Hope Center. The church’s food pro-

gram, Feed My Sheep, which provides lunch at the church and home delivery for those who 

need a meal, recently expanded from one day to two each week. Having an extra service kitch-

en will facilitate the needs of Feed my Sheep. Also, Rock of Ages, a program for those 70 and 

over, will now be able to accommodate many more at its semi-annual special events.  

For more information, contact: 

Christina Wilson 

302-539-9510 



BACKGROUND of The Hope Center 

The Hope Center is designed to serve the members of Mariners Bethel United Methodist Church 

(commonly referred to as Mariners) and the entire community. It will be a facility for all ages 

through various programs and outreach ministries. It provides additional space for fulfilling Mari-

ners’ vision of growing spiritually healthy people through all generations. 

The new building will help relieve overcrowding of the current church building at peak times during 

the week and provide a place for new and expanding community ministries which is in keeping with 

the church’s outreach vision of having no unaddressed human need within a 12- mile radius of the 

church…and beyond. 

The Hope Center is a 13,050 square foot building with a 45-foot x 74-foot multi-purpose hall at its 

center. It contains meeting rooms, classrooms, a computer lab, a stage, kitchen café, a prayer room 

and storage area. The multi-purpose hall can accommodate 400 people and will be used for large 

gatherings as well as athletic activities such as basketball, volleyball and pickleball by both Mariners 

and the community at large. 

The Hope Center is the first major facilities addition to Mariners Bethel United Methodist Church 

since 2003 when a new sanctuary was completed. 

The campaign to fund what initially was a $3.2 million project was approved by the congregation in 

June 2016. Because permit approvals took longer than expected, the project cost increased to $3.8 

million. Two-thirds of the original cost was raised through contributions, which enabled construction 

to begin in November 2019.  

The building is expected to be complete in January 2021. 

The Hope Center will house an after-school enrichment program to serve the needs of youth in our 

community. A pilot program will probably start in September 2021. This is dependent on the state of 

public health vis-a-vis the COVID pandemic. The Enrichment of Hope program is part of the 

church’s vision to address basic human needs within a 12-mile radius of the church campus. 

According to a report published by the Delaware Community Foundation looking at the period from 

2012-2016, 18 percent of children in Delaware were living in poverty. Poverty rates were higher 

among African American children (28 percent) and Hispanic children (34 per cent) but even higher 

among African American children in Sussex County (39 percent) and Hispanic children in the coun-

ty (40 percent).  

The report also said that children raised by single parents are more likely to grow up in low-income 

households. In the latest study, 39 percent of families with children were headed by a single parent. 

Single-parent families were more common in African American families (66 percent statewide). 

Mariners will work with the Indian River School District to identify children at risk for not succeed-

ing in school and in life, so they can benefit from the Enrichment of Hope program. 

Mariners will continue to support and expand recovery programs for those of all ages, supported by 

outside counselors and volunteers. The added space of the Hope Center will allow this program to 

grow. 

 



To supplement the efforts of the Food Bank of Delaware to Mariners recently announced it 

will distribute breakfast foods and hygiene items not provided by the Food Bank. 

The Feed My Sheep program, which offers hot lunches on premises and also delivered to 

homes, recently expanded from one to two days a week. It provides lunches on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays. 

The Hope Center will be available to the public for suitable programs and events. For exam-

ple, the building will be available for wedding receptions, banquets and similar occasions.  

The multi-purpose hall will accommodate sports-based church leagues in basketball, volley-

ball or pickleball as well as community-based recreation programs. 

The Hope Center will allow for expansion of its Vacation Bible School, which in past years 

has enrolled 300 plus children.  

The stage in the Hope Center will be conducive to music and drama presentations. 

Since Mariners is designated as a safe zone for Lord Baltimore Elementary School, the in-

creased capacity provided by the Hope Center will add flexibility in case of an emergency at 

the school. 

 





What you need to know about fake e-mails from Conference 
Leaders 
 
FAQ'S 
Q: How can I tell when these messages are fake? 
A: Our Bishop and other conference leaders would never personally 
send e-mail requests to directly send them monetary donations in any 
form, not even in an emergency. Legitimate donation requests would 
only be communicated publicly through our conference media plat-
forms. 
 
Q: Why does the Conference Leadership’s email keep getting hacked? 
A: It doesn’t. These scam e-mails (or “phishing” attempts) circulate around the disreputable realms 
of the internet. They are spoofing attempts and are not sent from our EPAUMC email accounts. 
See below. 
 
Q: What is phishing? 
A: According to this website, “Phishing is a crime in which identity thieves attempt to elicit sensi-
tive, personal information from you by masquerading as a trustworthy source in electronic commu-
nication.” These e-mails may come from someone who appears to be a bishop, your pastor, a fam-
ily member, etc. 
 
Q: Has my personal information been compromised? 
A: Receiving these messages does not mean your private information has been compromised. 
Just be sure you do NOT reply or respond in any manner. Never click on links or open attachments 
when you receive any suspicious email. 
 
Q: What can I do to take action? 

 A: Report scams to your email provider immediately (it's easy). 
 Gmail 
 Yahoo 
*    AOL 
*    Outlook, Xbox, Internet Explorer, Hotmail 

 B: Report scams to the FBI. 
 https://www.ic3.gov/Home/ComplaintChoice/default.aspx 
 Click on “Submit an Internet crime complaint with the IC3.” 
 
 
 C: Report scams to the Eastern PA Conference 
 If the activity has not already been reported (see below), please forward false email messages 
to ____. Forward messages to us as attachments if possible. But please do not copy or send 
them to other parties.  
  
Additional Information:  
Federal Trade Commission: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-and-avoid-
phishing-scams  
FBI general information: https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety/on-the-internet 
Tags: email, e-mail, bishop, scam, phishing 

https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-and-avoid-phishing-scams
https://www.hotspotshield.com/blog/victim-of-phishing/
https://support.google.com/mail/answer/8253?hl=en#zippy=%2Creport-a-phishing-email
https://safety.yahoo.com/Security/REPORTING-ISSUES.html
https://help.aol.com/articles/contacting-aol-security-team
https://www.microsoft.com/security/blog/2012/02/21/report-scams-in-hotmail-xbox-and-more/
https://www.ic3.gov/Home/ComplaintChoice/default.aspx
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-and-avoid-phishing-scams
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-and-avoid-phishing-scams
https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety/on-the-internet
https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/tag/email
https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/tag/e-mail
https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/tag/bishop
https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/tag/scam
https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/tag/phishing

