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CONNECTED THROUGH PRAYERS
Last year during Lent, I sent mass emails to all the churches
and pastors to pray every day for 3 to 4 churches and pastors in our district. I prayed that all the churches in our District could be connected to one another through PRAYERS to
experience the power of the Holy Spirt at work in our midst
that will, in the end, lead us to ministries and mission together. I have prayed for the restoration of the power of the corporate prayer among our churches. Many of you have joined
me!!! During our 2nd District Revival Prayer Day, I taught how
to restore the model of corporate prayer in the Book of Acts
by introducing the 40 Day Prayer Challenge around Advent
and Lent and the Circle Prayer. Over 20 churches in our district have participated in and completed it so far.
Our District has been focusing on creating this “Praying Together Movement”. God has showered blessings upon us.
Truly!!! Let me tell you how showers of blessings have fallen
upon us. During the planning meeting for our 3rd District Revival Prayer Day, March 11, the hosting church Union UMC,
Bridgeville and the prayer team from Conley’s Angola received the nudges of the Holy Spirit to give birth to the District Prayer Team for which I have prayed since July 1, 2015
when I started to serve the Dover District. God has answered
my and our prayers! In addition, as a follow-up project after
the prayer day, they came up with the PRAYER STOLE MINISTRY that will connect each
church to the Lord’s HOLY PRESENCE and
WORK as prayer stoles travel from church to
church.
The District Prayer Team has already started
to contact and visit pastors and lay leaders
who will receive the prayer stoles on Sundays
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starting on April 2 to pray together and write each church’s prayer requests on the corporate prayer journals that will be traveling throughout the churches in our District
(Please do not miss reading the letter from the District Prayer Team as in the following). Nancy Libertini, the Pray Team leader from Union, has started to visit churches
with prayer stoles and prayer journals, says, “You cannot begin to imagine all that I
have been witnessing to as the stoles and prayer journals are delivered to churches;
the integrity and joy of our pastors as they are blessed, anointed and prayed over; the
hunger within our churches for connections; the gracious reception even among those
that start with skepticism, and the soaring rushing wind of the Holy Spirit as God announces His ministry!”
Yes, we will be mindful over the significant gaps where prayer has been missing in action and over hidden prayerlessness in our churches. We will all see the showers of
the LORD’s blessings dropping on pastors and laity as we are connected in this power of corporate prayer. May we pray that the power of revived corporate prayer will inject new vigor in all the churches. I can’t wait to hear more stories on your church’s
prayer ministry at our 4th District Prayer Day at Grace UMC in Millsboro on October
21st and PRAY TOGETHER by lifting up all the prayer requests from the churches in

Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa

Dover District Prayer Stole Guidance
Dear Pastors,
At the previous two Prayer Revivals, Dr. Sa has led us wisely into understanding that
if our churches are to thrive and become beacons of God’s love, we must humble
ourselves before our Lord in prayer. Empowering witness and testimonies of the
power of prayer have been shared. In the fall of this past year at the Prayer Revival
at Conley’s UMC, Dr. Sa challenged every church in the conference to go on a 40
Day Prayer Challenge using the book by Mark Batterson. This was our introduction
to corporate prayer, the prayers of our church. Over the past few months, a number
of individuals have been very moved by the power of corporate prayer. Through the
divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit, a powerful idea surfaced at the planning meeting
for the next Prayer Revival Day on March 11th at Union UMC in Bridgeville.
The CONCERN is simply this: Our churches are not connected. We can pray fervently for our own individual churches, but what about the whole body of the United
Methodist Church in this Dover District? Are we compassionate and caring enough to
add to our own corporate longings the powerful prayers of our sister churches? At
the Leadership Day held on February 25th, it was heartbreaking to learn how some of
our churches are struggling, barely making it. What would happen if we rallied with
them to lift up their needs and to support them? What would happen if we all worked
together to support the activities within our communities that are dependent upon our
assistance, such as the Home of Hope, which will be in and of itself a God given answer to the prayers of women struggling with addiction, an epidemic in our state?
There is power in the name of Jesus! …. Just think of the power of the prayers of the
whole body of Christ known as the Methodist Church of the Dover District! God is
calling us to stand up for the love of Jesus Christ and we are ready to do so!
The RESPONSE is this: We are the UNITED Methodist Church, not the fragmented
church. We are called to be intentional in our prayers, not only for the corporate body
known as our individual church, but the whole body of the UNITED Methodist Church.
On March 11th at the Dover District of the UNITED Methodist Church Prayer Revival,
seven prayer stoles were dedicated and blessed in our phase of unity. The prayer
stoles will travel from church to church based upon areas of the district. On your date
as indicated on the master list, a prayer stole will be delivered to your church on Sunday morning for you to accept in worship. The prayer stole will be accompanied by a
prayer journal in which you will write the corporate prayers of your church (not the intimate private personal prayers, but the prayers that share your church’s needs and visions for the future). Corporate prayers are your response to God’s longing to intervene in our lives to make the Kingdom of Heaven visible on earth. What is it that you

long to see happen in your church? Is it to pay off your mortgage in order to participate more fully in mission work? Is it to build a new sanctuary? Is it to send a mission
team off to serve in a place that captured your heart? Is it to repair your parsonage?
Is it to create an off campus worship site, maybe in a nursing home? Is it to open a
Christian Coffee House? Share this with all so that together, we can lift all of these
beautiful hopes and dreams before our Lord. Remember, when God plants a vision in
our hearts, He has a provision plan in the works!
Now succinctly, this is how the prayer stoles and journals will travel our conference:
April 2, 2017: The first church receives the stole and journal in worship. It will be
presented by the Lay Leader with the Prayer for the Stole Ministry to the Pastor
who then shares with the church the news of the prayer stole.
The first church will enter into the journal its corporate prayers and any blessings or news that it wishes known to the churches of the conference.
The first church will designate an individual to then carry the prayer stole to
the next church on the list. It will be presented at that church’s worship on
the following date and the cycle will continue, with the entry into the journal with prayer.
Each church will pray faithfully for all of the churches on their stole’s journey.
Each area will end its cycle on different dates due to various sizes of the areas.
When the area has completed the cycle, the stole will be returned to Union United Methodist Church in Bridgeville, in order that the prayers can be prepared to
be presented at the next Prayer Revival in October, 2017.
The District Prayer Team and Union United Church in Bridgeville have been requested by Dr. Sa to organize this effort so please do not hesitate to direct any
of your questions or concerns to:
Pastor Jim Penuel: Senior Pastor (Bridgeville UMC), District Prayer Team
Nancy Libertini (Bridgeville UMC): District Prayer Team
Cheryl Malone (Bridgeville UMC): District Prayer Team
Cheryl Wood (Conley UMC): District Prayer Team
Jean Unruh (Conley UMC): District Prayer Team
In the Name of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, I pray for our faithfulness as we become more
intentional and united in going before Him in prayer. Amen.
Shalom and Joy, today and always in the Name of Our Lord and Savior,
Nancy S. Libertini, District Prayer Team: tidewaterhome@comcast.net 302-956-0556
Pastor Jim Penuel III at Bridgeville Union United Methodist Church:
uumchurch@comcast.net 302-337-7409

Dover District Prayer Stole Ministry:
Dover District Superintendent: Stole Number One: Red The Color of LOVE
Smyrna / Dover Area Stole Two: Orange
1. Camden: Camden Whatcoat UMC
2. Cheswold: Downs Chapel UMC
3. Cheswold: Immanuel Union UMC
4. Cheswold: Cheswold UMC
5. Hartly: Hartly UMC
6. Kenton: Kenton UMC
7. Smyrna: Asbury UMC
8. Smyrna: Centennial UMC
9. Clayton: Ewell St. Pauls
10. Dover: Dover Hope UMC
11. Dover: Wesley UMC
12. Dover: Dover: Whatcoat UMC
13. Little Creek: Magnolia Little Creek UMC
14. Little Creek: Roby UMC
15. Dover: Wyoming UMC
RETURN to Camden: WHATCOAT UMC

Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:

April 2, 2017
April 9, 2017
April 23, 2017
April 30, 2017
May 7, 2017
May 14, 2017
May 21, 2017
May 28, 2017
June 4, 2017
June 11, 2017
June 18, 2017
June 25, 2017
July 2, 2017
July 9, 2017
July 16, 2017
July 23, 2017

Milford Area Stole Three: Yellow
1. Milford: Avenue UMC
2. Frederica: Sardis UMC
3. Frederica: Saxton’s UMC
4. Frederica: Trinity UMC
5. Harrington: Harrington Asbury UMC
6. Harrington: Harrington Metropolitan UMC
7. Harrington: West Harrington Prospect UMC
8. Harrington: Trinity UMC
9. Houston: Houston UMC
10. Magnolia: Magnolia UMC
11. Magnolia: Woodside UMC
12. Felton: Felton Viola UMC
13. Milford: Calvary UMC
14. Milford: St. Paul UMC
RETURN to Milford: Avenue UMC

Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:

April 2, 2017
April 9, 2017
April 23, 2017
April 30, 2017
May 7, 2017
May 14, 2017
May 21, 2017
May 28, 2017
June 4, 2017
June 11, 2017
June 18, 2017
June 25, 2017
July 2, 2017
July 9, 2017
July 16, 2017

Millsboro / Ocean View Area: Stole Four: Green
1. Millsboro: Grace UMC
2. Clarksville: Union Wesley UMC
3. Clarksville: St. George’s UMC
4. Dagsboro: Bethel UMC
5. Dagsboro: Hickory Hill UMC
6. Fenwick Island: St. Matthews by the Sea UMC
7. Fenwick Island: Bayside Chapel UMC
8. Frankford: Frankford UMC
9. Gumboro: Gumboro UMC
10. Millsboro: Millsboro-Whitesville Bethel UMC
11. Millsboro: Line UMC
12. Millsboro: Millsboro Friendship UMC
13. Millsboro: Harmony UMC
14. Millsboro: Millsboro Carey’s UMC
15. Millsboro: Millsboro Grace UMC
16. Millsboro: Millsboro Indian Mission
17. Millsboro: Millsboro Zoar UMC
18. Millsboro: Millsboro Long Neck UMC
19. Millville: Millville UMC
20. Ocean View: Ocean View Mariner’s Bethel UMC
21. Roxana: Roxana Sound UMC
22. Roxana: Roxana Zion UMC
23. Selbyville: Salem UMC
24. Selbyville: Selbyville Zoar UMC
RETURN TO MILLSBORO: GRACE UMC

Date: April 2, 2017
Date: April 9, 2017
Date: April 23, 2017
Date: April 30, 2017
Date: May 7, 2017
Date: May 14, 2017
Date: May 21, 2017
Date: May 28, 2017
Date: June 4, 2017
Date: June 11, 2017
Date: June 18, 2017
Date: June 25, 2017
Date: July 2, 2017
Date: July 9, 2017
Date: July 16, 2017
Date: July 23, 2017
Date: July 30, 2017
Date: August 6, 2017
Date: August 13, 2017
Date: August 20, 2017
Date: August 27, 2017
Date: September 3, 2017
Date: September 10, 2017
Date: September 17, 2017
Date: September 24, 2017

Lewes/ Rehoboth Area Stole Five: Light Blue
1. Rehoboth Beach: Epworth UMC
2. Angola: Angola Conley’s UMC
3. Ellendale: Ellendale UMC
4. Ellendale: Chaplain’s Chapel UMC
5. Ellendale: St. Johnstown UMC
6. Georgetown: Providence UMC
7. Georgetown: St. John’s UMC
8. Georgetown: Bethesda UMC
9. Georgetown: Georgetown Grace UMC
10. Georgetown: McColley’s Chapel UMC
11. Georgetown: Georgetown Wesley UMC
12. Georgetown: Iglesia Methodista Unida Bethel

Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:

April 2, 2017
April 9, 2017
April 23, 2017
April 30, 2017
May 7, 2017
May 14, 2017
May 21, 2017
May 28, 2017
June 4, 2017
June 11, 2017
June 18, 2017
June 25, 2017

13. Harbeson: Harbeson UMC
14. Lewes: Lewes Bethel UMC
15. Lewes: Lewes Groome UMC
16. Lewes: Israel UMC
17. Lewes: Faith UMC
18. Lincoln: Lincoln UMC
19. Lincoln: Slaughter Neck UMC
20. Lincoln: Wesley Chapel UMC
21. Milton: Goshen UMC
22. Milton: Milton-Nassau White’s Chapel UMC
23. Milton: Zion UMC
RETURN TO Rehoboth Beach Epworth UMC

Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:

July 2, 2017
July 9, 2017
July 16, 2017
July 23, 2017
July 30, 2017
August 6, 2017
August 13, 2017
August 20, 2017
August 27, 2017
September 3, 2017
September 10, 2017
September 17, 2017

Seaford Area One: Stole Number Six: Indigo
1. Seaford: St. John’s UMC
2. Laurel: New Zion UMC
3. Laurel: Mt. Pleasant King’s UMC
4. Laurel: Mt. Pleasant UMC
5. Laurel: St. George’s UMC
6. Laurel: Trinity UMC
7. Seaford: Bethel UMC
8. Seaford: Concord UMC
9. Seaford: Wesley UMC
10. Seaford: Mt. Olivet UMC
11. Seaford: John Wesley UMC
12. Seaford: Mt Hope UMC
13. Reliance: Gethsemane UMC
14. Seaford: Woodland UMC
RETURN to ST. JOHN’S UMC IN SEAFORD

Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:

April 2, 2017
April 9, 2017
April 23, 2017
April 30, 2017
May 7, 2017
May 14, 2017
May 21, 2017
May 28, 2017
June 4, 2017
June 11, 2017
June 18, 2017
June 25, 2017
July 2, 2017
July 9, 2017
July 16, 2017

Seaford Area Two: Stole Number Seven: Violet
1. Bridgeville: Union UMC
2. Bridgeville: Mt. Calvary UMC
3. Bridgeville: Bethel UMC
4. Bethel: Sailor’s Bethel UMC
5. Bethel: Mt. Zion UMC
6. Bethel: Portsville UMC
7. Blades: Blades Asbury UMC

Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:

April 2, 2017
April 9, 2017
April 23, 2017
April 30, 2017
May 7, 2017
May 14, 2017
May 21, 2017

8. Blades: Blades UMC
9. Greenwood: Greenwood UMC
10. Greenwood: Todd’s Chapel UMC
11. Greenwood: Trinity UMC
12. Laurel: Centenary UMC
13. Laurel: St. Paul’s UMC
Return to Bridgville Union UMC

Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:
Date:

May 28, 2017
June 4, 2017
June 11, 2017
June 18, 2017
June 25, 2017
July 2, 2017
July 9, 2017

Questions or concerns should be directed to:
Nancy S. Libertini, District Prayer Team: tidewaterhome@comcast.net 302-956-0556
Pastor Jim Penuel III at Bridgeville Union United Methodist Church:
uumchurch@comcast.net 302-337-7409

2017 Clergy Gathering Schedule
All gatherings start with Worship from 10:00 am to 12 noon with lunch to follow.
We look forward to seeing all Dover District Pastors in attendance!
Special thanks to our host churches who make our District Clergy Gatherings possible by cheerfully hosting with hospitality!
January 26, 2017

Felton-Viola

February 22, 2017

Georgetown: Grace UMC, 7 S. King & Market

April 27, 2017
Thursday

Seaford: St. John’s UMC, 300 N. Pine Street
Seaford, DE 19973

September 13, 2017
Wednesday

Wyoming UMC, 216 Wyoming Mill Road
Dover, DE 19904

December 7, 2017
Clarksville: Union Wesley 32137 Powell Farm
Thursday
Road, Frankford, DE 19945
Note: change in December host church

April 1

SLT Workshop with Dr. John Ewart
this workshop is open to all the clergy members and laity
9 am – noon for clergy & laity - Calvary UMC, 301 SE Front St., Milford

May 6

St. Barnabas Lay/Clergy Banquet
12:00 pm - Dover: Whatcoat UMC, 341 Saulsbury Road

May 10

Pre-Conference Briefing
6:30 - 8 pm - Milford: Avenue UMC, 20 N. Church St.

May 20-21

African American Summit Ezion-Mt. Carmel, 800 N. Walnut St. ,Wilmington

May 22 - 24

233rd Session of the Peninsula-Delaware Conference
(Annual Conference) Chase Center on the Riverfront, Wilmington DE

May 28 - June 4

Licensing School - Camp Pecometh

May 31

Order of Elders - 8:30 - 11:30 am - Dover: Whatcoat UMC,
341 Saulsbury Road

June 25

CLM Graduation - 4:00 pm - Dover: Wesley UMC, 209 S. State Street

October 21

Dover District Revival Prayer Day #4
9:00 am - 3:00 pm Location: Millsboro Grace UMC, 300 Church St.

October 25

Bishop’s Day on the Dover District - Trinity UMC, 63 Commerce Street,
Harrington, DE

October 27

Dover SLT Team Training
9 am – 4 pm - Location TBD

October 28

SLT Workshop with Dr. John Ewart
this workshop is open to all the clergy members and laity
9 am – noon for clergy & laity - location TBD

2017 Annual Conference
The Peninsula-Delaware Conference will celebrate
their annual conference at The Chase Center on the
Riverfront in Wilmington, Delaware on May 22-24,
2017. The Theme will be: Down to the River to Pray
Check the website often for updates: http://
www.pen-del.org/

How to Get Started with Strategic Planning Processes in your own church
What is the DDSLT?
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Dover District Strategic Leadership Team (SLT)
proactively provides care for local churches through coaching, resourcing, guiding, accountability, and partnership with them.
5 Stages of Strategic Planning Process: Assessment, Identification, Vision Development,
Adjustment and Implementation
Summary of the Process
1. Start conversation with your congregation on “WHY” through sermon series in January for about
3 months simultaneously with small group discussions to create a culture for strategic leadership
with strategic planning
Purpose: to promote the self-awareness on why need to build vitality and help them understand
the discipline of WHY.
-Determine interest, urgency and commitment
-Initial interest and commitment from Church Council
-Recruit local Strategic Leadership Team, including pastor, to steer process
-Church makes formal commitment to enroll
-Begin interpretation work with the congregation – ongoing
It’s recommended that this discerning and SLT recruiting process should not last over 6 months.
In this process, use the information at ddslt.org (https://sites.google.com/site/ddsltinfo/home) for Dr.
John’s teachings: PRAYER and PLANNING
Don’t chase resources! Save your time! Click “RESOURCES” on the left tab: How to access Mission
insite (encourage lay participation in Lay Leadership Training: class on Mission insite and Strategic
Planning on Feb. 25, 2017-to be led by a SLT member, Rev. Jim Penuel)
Choose one of the books for small group discussions or sermon series: From Embers to a
Flame by Harry L. Reeder, Advanced Strategic Planning: A 21st Model for Church and Ministry
Leaders by Aubrey Malphrs, 10 Prescriptions for A Healthy Church by Bob Farr/Kay Kotan
Once your church is committed, contact Dover District Office/ DS to sign up for the strategic
planning process with DDSLT to receive continued resources/coaching
2. Recruiting a Local Church SLT:
Each participating church in the pilot project on Strategic Planning Process will recruit and commission a leadership team to guide the process on behalf of your church. The team’s role will include:
(SLT will provide the commissioning liturgy to be done at your worship.)




Pray together and individually for discernment about God’s desire for the future of your church.
Interpret the opportunity of the pilot project to your congregation, and build enthusiasm and energy for participation.
Attend the Strategic Leadership Workshops/ Revival Prayer Days and Cohort Support Group
meetings to receive continued training/coaching.






Read, review, and reflect on the recommended resources throughout process.
Engage with the DS and SLT to assess, determine needs, learn with trainings on discipleship
and evangelism, develop and engage actions, evaluate and further implement.
Celebrate outcomes and growing vitality, offering thanksgiving to God.
Share mutual support and learnings with other churches also participating in the Strategic Planning Process.

Consider prayerfully the persons recruited for this process. They should include persons who
demonstrate: (PLEASE PRAY AND PRAY through this recruiting process!)
-Commitment to growing in their Christian faith;
-Sincere interest in moving their church towards a higher capacity to live into its mission and
ministry.
-Ability to manage time commitments and be available for scheduled meetings, at least once
a month.
The team is recommended to consist of six to seven persons, one of which is the Pastor. Also
look to include some who are discerners, strategic thinkers, effective communicators, mobilizers,
and intercessors. Please Note: It is not necessary to include all persons presently serving in elected leadership roles in your congregation. In fact, you will achieve more useful outcomes if you involve a high number of persons not committed to current “official” roles and time commitments. Seek
newer people to your church and community, with fresh perspectives and recent experiences in pursuing their faith journeys.
3. Assessment & Identification
Use Dr. John’s Dover District SLT diagnostic tool: (find it on the website: www.ddslt.org)
The first critical step in the process of building vitality for each local church is to gain a clear understanding of your current reality and present effectiveness in ministry. This assessment is designed to
assist local church leaders in taking a fairly full and honest self-portrait of your congregation, in order
to identify strengths, resources, and necessary adaptations for increasing strength and vitality. SLT
members and Dr. John can help this process of review and assessment to identify potential areas
for effective change and transformation. The local church SLT will mobilize and facilitate the entire
church leadership to complete and reflect on these self-assessment tools.
4. Assessment tools: DS and SLT will provide consultation upon your request. (Mission Insite, Lawless survey, Readiness 360: SLT will continue to build toolkit)
5. Follow the 5 core competences-based goal setting and vision development: PRAYER, PRESENCE, SERVICE, GIFTS and WITNESS
6. Adjustment stage: learning or training resources will be provided by Dr. John and SLT (each year
-2 training workshops by Dr. John: 2 Revival Prayer Days to build vitality among us)
During adjustment stage, SLT will continue to resource and coach local churches as the team
focuses on 2 R&D (research and development) tracks on discipleship and evangelism with
Dr. John.
-Process of coaching, training, acting, evaluating, realigning continues
-Cohort groups continue to meet for support and share learnings

7. Implementation: DDSLT and local churches will continue to push through challenges and celebrate successes through our trainings and cohort support groups. We will hold churches accountable for effective prescriptions to build vitality.
IT’S A HARD WORK THAT WILL REWARD YOUR CHURCH IN THE END! SO,
Be non-anxious!
Be determined with holy boldness to execute this relentlessly!

Cohort Support Group Meetings
May 2

6 - 8 pm

Bridgeville Union UMC - 2 N. Laws Street

May 3

6 - 8 pm

Georgetown Wesley UMC - 102 E. Laurel & Race Streets

May 4

6 - 8 pm

Harrington Asbury UMC - 200 Weiner Avenue

Nov 7

6 - 8 pm

Millsboro Grace UMC - 300 Church Street

Nov 8

6 - 8 pm

Bridgeville Union UMC - 2 N. Laws Street

Nov 9

6 - 8 pm

Camden Whatcoat UMC - 16 N. Main Street

R.E.A.C.H.
Reaching Every Available
Community Household!
Dr. John H. Ewart, President, Senior Consultant

Basic Tentative Ongoing SLT and Local Church Training
Themes and Schedule
As training and practice occurs, needs and issues will arise that may reprioritize this tentative schedule. A major portion of my time will need to be reactive to those needs as your consultant. The right
to adapt and be flexible to meet those real needs is reserved.
March 30 - April 1, 2017


Every meeting will include a basic review and overview of what has already been covered.



Moving Forward to a Healthier Church – a workshop discussing the practical step by step initial
processes of church consulting for the SLT.



Moving Forward to a Healthier Church – a workshop discussing the practical step by step initial
processes for local church leaders to begin their own plan toward church health.



Included in these discussions will be strategies on how to promote the process, build a local
team, conduct initial interviews and surveys and deal with opposition and apathy toward growing
church health.



Research and Resource Team Development – organizing and equipping the SLT members to
become specialists in key areas corresponding to the core competencies of the UMC will be discussed while establishing a process for creating, recommending, and providing the best resources to the local church leaders and for team accountability.



We will also spend time in Q&A sessions answering contextual questions that have arisen as this
process has initially been implemented. SLT members need to come with questions as do the
local church leaders.



Specific teaching on the area of worship and prayer.

October 27-28, 2017


Every meeting will include a basic review and overview of what has already been covered.



Who Are We Really? How to Conduct Effective Congregational Assessment – a workshop discussing and creating the best contextual practices and resources for assessing local congregations for the SLT.



Who Are We Really? How to Conduct Effective Congregational Assessment – a workshop discussing how to use the best contextual practices and resources for assessing your own local
congregation for local church leaders.



Research and Resource Team Development – discussing the progress of the assigned R&R
teams’ areas, accountability processes, resources and strategies. Updating concepts and resources and how to best make them available to local church leaders. Specific attentional will
be given to resources concerning the church.



We will also spend time in Q&A sessions answering contextual questions that have arisen as
this process has been implemented. SLT members need to come with questions as do the local
church leaders.



Specific teaching on the area of biblical church life and images.

March 30-31, 2018


Every meeting will include a basic review and overview of what has already been covered.



Where Are We Really? How to Conduct Effective Community Assessment – a workshop discussing and creating the best contextual practices and resources for assessing local communities for the SLT.



Where Are We Really? How to Conduct Effective Community Assessment – a workshop discussing how to use the best contextual practices and resources for assessing your own local
community for local church leaders.



Research and Resource Team Development – discussing the progress of the assigned R&R
teams’ areas, accountability processes, resources and strategies. Updating concepts and resources and how to best make them available to local church leaders. Special attention will be
given to resources on cultural understanding and engagement.



We will also spend time in Q&A sessions answering contextual questions that have arisen as
this process has been implemented. SLT members need to come with questions as do the local
church leaders.



Specific teaching on the area of cultural engagement, evangelism, and missions.

October 26-27, 2018


Every meeting will include a basic review and overview of what has already been covered.



Who Is In Charge Here? How to Develop Healthy Church Leaders – a workshop discussing
and creating the best contextual practices and resources for developing local church leaders for
the SLT.



Who Is In Charge Here? How to Develop Healthy Church Leaders – a workshop discussing
how to use the best contextual practices and resources for developing leaders in your local
congregation for local church leaders.



Research and Resource Team Development – discussing the progress of the assigned R&R
teams’ areas, accountability processes, resources and strategies. Updating concepts and resources and how to best make them available to local church leaders. Special attention will be
given to leadership and leadership development resources.



We will also spend time in Q&A sessions answering contextual questions that have arisen as
this process has been implemented. SLT members need to come with questions as do the local church leaders.



Specific teaching on the area of lordship, leadership, and church administration.

March 29-30, 2019


Every meeting will include a basic review and overview of what has already been covered.



Feed My Sheep! How to Develop Healthy Disciples – a workshop discussing and creating the
best contextual practices and resources for developing disciples in the local church for the SLT.



Feed My Sheep! How to Develop Healthy Church Disciples – a workshop discussing how to
use the best contextual practices and resources for developing disciples in your local congregation for local church leaders.



Research and Resource Team Development – discussing the progress of the assigned R&R
teams’ areas, accountability processes, resources and strategies. Updating concepts and resources and how to best make them available to local church leaders. The latest, best discipleship resources will be discussed.



We will also spend time in Q&A sessions answering contextual questions that have arisen as
this process has been implemented. SLT members need to come with questions as do the local church leaders.



Specific teaching on the area of discipleship.

October 25-26, 2019


Every meeting will include a basic review and overview of what has already been covered.



Where Do We Go From Here? How to Develop a Healthy Vision Plan – a workshop discussing
and creating the best contextual practices and resources for developing a working vision plan
for local churches for the SLT.



Where Do Go From Here? How to Develop a Healthy Vision Plan – a workshop discussing how
to use the best contextual practices and resources for developing a working vision plan in your
local congregation for local church leaders.



Research and Resource Team Development – discussing the progress of the assigned R&R
teams’ areas, accountability processes, resources and strategies. Updating concepts and resources and how to best make them available to local church leaders. Specific attention to resources concerning strategic planning will be given.



We will also spend time in Q&A sessions answering contextual questions that have arisen as
this process has been implemented. SLT members need to come with questions as do the local church leaders.



Specific teaching on the area of core competencies.

March 27-28, 2020


Every meeting will include a basic review and overview of what has already been covered.



Fighting Fairly: How to Deal with Change and Conflict – a workshop discussing and creating
the best contextual practices and resources for diagnosing and resolving issues related to
change and conflict in the local church for the SLT.



Fighting Fairly: How to Deal with Change and Conflict – a workshop discussing and creating
the best contextual practices and resources for diagnosing and resolving issues related to
change and conflict in your local congregation for local church leaders.



Research and Resource Team Development – discussing the progress of the assigned R&R
teams’ areas, accountability processes, resources and strategies. Updating concepts and resources and how to best make them available to local church leaders. Key resources and
strategies concerning institutional and spiritual change will be discussed.



We will also spend time in Q&A sessions answering contextual questions that have arisen as
this process has been implemented. SLT members need to come with questions as do the local church leaders.



Specific teaching on the area of fellowship.

October 23-24, 2020


Every meeting will include a basic review and overview of what has already been covered.



Moving Forward! How to Maintain and Continue to Grow a Healthy Church – a workshop discussing and creating the best contextual practices and resources for the continued development of healthy local churches for the SLT.



Moving Forward! How to Maintain and Continue to Grow a Healthy Church – a workshop discussing and creating the best contextual practices and resources for the continued development of your local congregation for local church leaders.



Research and Resource Team Development – discussing the progress of the assigned R&R
teams’ areas, accountability processes, resources and strategies. Updating concepts and resources and how to best make them available to local church leaders. An overview of best resources will be shared.



We will also spend time in Q&A sessions answering contextual questions that have arisen as
this process has been implemented. SLT members need to come with questions as do the local church leaders.



Specific teaching on the area of church health.
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Sweet Welcome to Union UMC

Union UMC Chapel where pastors and laity were
soaked into the anointed power of the Spirit

Above: Nancy
Libertini and
DS, KyungHee Sa
Far Left: Prayer Stoles and
Journals.
Left: Rev. Jim
Penuel
Below: Circling
in prayer

The participants in the Hour of Power at Centennial UMC, Smyrna along with neighborhood churches like Kenton UMC, Asbury and Ewell-St. Paul's are concluding the
service with a circle prayer where they lifted up joys and concerns.

Bishop Peggy Johnson delivered a message of hope at the
March 7th Hour of Power to carry on with hope by rejoicing,
praying big and long prayers,
and enduring.

Rev. Rudy White and Rev.
Rich Walton are leading
the Holy Communion at
the Hour of Power, at Centennial UMC on Mar. 7.

Long Neck UMC’s Haitian Missionary
On March 6, 2017, Patricia L. Colpo Anderson, a member of the Long Neck
United Methodist Church, answered a call and joined several other women from the
region on a mission trip to the island nation of Haiti. This was a Second Annual Mission Trip to Haiti, sponsored locally by the “House of Praise” and in Haiti by “New Life
Missions of Haiti”, led by the husband and wife team of Roger and Margaret Clark
(who have been serving in Haiti for over 30 years).
Leaving Baltimore on March 6 in the cold, early morning hours, this team of five
women headed south, leaving behind Delaware’s temperatures in the teens and twenties to end the day in Haiti where it was in the 90s! The temperature wasn’t the only
change. Upon her return when Trish shared the results of her trip with the congregation at Long Neck, she noted the poverty of the region, the squalor near the city of
Port-au-Prince, and the crowding in the streets. But there is also beauty – natural
beauty, the beauty of craftsmanship and – most importantly – the beauty of lives devoted to the calling of God.
The team ministered to over fifty women from nine Haitian churches. The women
were pastors, missionaries or the spouses
of pastors and missionaries. Additionally, a
second phase of the trip had the mission
team working with over thirty Englishspeaking missionaries already in Haiti,
preaching and sharing with those women
who worked in orphanages, the medical field
and education.
The missionaries did not stay securely
in the city of Port-au-Prince, but moved out into the countryside, near the ocean and
into the desert – to preach, pray, sing and share their testimonies and stories with
those women who participated in the conference. The purpose of this trip was to
share, to educate, to encourage, to teach and to pray with those women in Haiti who
are there to make a difference in the daily lives of the Haitians of every level.
Returning to Baltimore early in the morning of March 12, the team was exhausted physically but encouraged spiritually. On March 19th Trish shared pictures from her
trip with the congregation of the Long Neck UMC, who had sponsored her on this trip.
In addition to the pictures, Trish shared a part of her testimony given on the trip and
an explanation of the blessings she received from going. Special thanks were given
to the congregation of the Long Neck UMC, who – in less than three weeks – raised
the entire amount Trish needed to attend to this mission trip AND more! The Long
Neck UMC stepped up to step out in faith, financially supporting their first missionary
to Haiti. Indeed, the people of Haiti have been blessed with this mission trip – as have
been those who travelled to Haiti AND everyone who made a financial contribution to
the trip and supported our missionaries in prayer. We encourage every church to consider these missionary opportunities.

Grace UMC Partners with Sussex County Habitat for Humanity
On March 4th Grace United Methodist Church in Millsboro began a wonderful partnership with Sussex County Habitat for Humanity. Our church sponsored a complete
house build for a family Habitat selected. Habitat found a property that is only a few
blocks from our church and our congregation rolled up our sleeves, grabbed our
tools, and began the building of this
home. Each Saturday, about 16 of our
members work on the house, building
from the ground up. We hope to have the
house completed by the middle of May.
This project has united our church family
and the community of Millsboro in many
powerful ways. God is moving in Millsboro!

In observance of Black History Month, Wyoming United Methodist Church
hosted a performance of The Delaware State University Concert Choir.
The concert included classical music, spirituals, and contemporary
gospel pieces woven together into a
beautiful tapestry of praise and worship. This event was a cooperative
effort between Wyoming UMC and
the Dover Delaware Chapter of The
Links as a fundraising effort for the
student musicians who will be traveling to the west coast this summer
for performances in California. The
concert featured a 32 voice choir
singing in 8 part harmony along with
their accompanist, Vincent Henningfield. All of the gospel pieces featured a small instrumental combo
that included drums, guitar and electronic keyboard. Dr. Lloyd Mallory, in
his closing remarks, shared that the
church needs to teach the young
people the hymns as well as the
newer music. He went on to say that his student musicians did not know the hymns.
He said that he would continue to teach the hymns to his students because of the
richness contained in those sacred songs. His closing selection was “My Faith Looks
Up to Thee”, written by Ray Palmer in 1830, which supported his remarks. The event
was a wonderful success with over 200 persons in attendance and was certainly a
blessing to all.
Submitted by Pastor Dave Hill

Join us for our Second Annual Fishing Derby, Saturday April 29, from
8-11am. Come for a morning of fishing, fellowship and fun!
Prizes will be awarded in different categories within each age group. Everyone has a chance to win the casting
contest, and the grand prize is a free week of camp!
Also, lunch is included in the entry fee.
For more details, and to register, call us at 410-556-6900 or visit
us online at http://www.pecometh.org/fishing-derby.
Join us for Pecometh Day on Saturday April 29 from 11am to 3pm. If you have been telling your
church about Pecometh, this is a perfect time to bring them down to see what Camp is all about!
Bring your families from your church to enjoy some great activities, including wagon rides,
games, balloon artist Jungle John, music and a whole lot more! Plus, there will be an opportunity for
you to tour the camp property, meet our staff, and learn more about what we can offer your camper
this summer.
For more information, and to enter a drawing to win a campership (camp scholarship) for Summer
2017, visit us at www.pecometh.org/pecometh-day.

Don't miss out on your opportunity to make some great memories with your friends and family this
July.
First, it's our Single Parent Family Retreat July 14-16, where kids can have some fun and parents
get a break, too! For much more info and to register, call 410-556-6900 or visit us at http://
www.pecometh.org/single-parent-family.
Then, later that month, it's our Friends & Family Camp July 28-30, where everyone can experience
the fun of camp, no matter if you're young--or young-at-heart. For more info and to register, call 410556-6900 or visit us online at http://www.pecometh.org/friends-and-family-camp

Note that the current IRS mileage rates
for 2017 are 53.5 cents per mile for
business miles driven; 17 cents per
mile driven for medical or moving purposes and 14 cents per mile driven in
service of charitable organizations.

April 30, 2017

Eggie Easter Egg Hunt
Eggie-citement, Hoppin’ Down the Bunny Trail,
Once again, to the Nanticoke Indian Center

Saturday April 8, 2017 at 11:00am
Nanticoke Indian Center
27073 John J. Williams Highway
Millsboro, De 19966
302-945-3400

Eggie hunting we will go
A tisket, a tasket, we will find Funny Bunny with loads of giggles
Awesome Eggie Toss, eggs flying through the air BEWARE!
Surprises TOO!

Together we can make a Difference

Tickets on sale:
… in the church office Monday thru Friday 9AM to 4PM
… in the church Sunday morning
… right here: iTickets Finding Favour With GraysonReed
…at the SoZo Store, 737 S. Governor’s Avenue, Dover
https://www.facebook.com/SOZO-1810596005841454/
Tuesday thru Friday 10AM to 6PM, Saturday 10AM to 5PM

Millville United Methodist Church
Invites you to witness the

Living Last Supper
Wednesday April 12th 2017
And
Thursday April 13th 2017
7:00 PM

Everyone is Invited
Located at 36405 Clubhouse Road
(Intersection of Atlantic Ave. and Club House Rd.)

Direct any questions to the Church Office at
302 539-9077

MT. CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
28 CHURCH STREET
BRIDGEVILLE DE 19933
SEVEN LAST WORDS FROM THE CROSS SERVICE
FRIDAY, APRIL 14, 2017
12 P.M.

GUEST PREACHERS WHO WILL BE BRINGING THE LAST
WORDS JESUS SPOKE FROM THE CROSS ARE:
Rev. Linda Birch, Woodland UMC, Seaford DE
Rev. Peggy Briggs, Seaford Charge, Seaford DE
Rev. George Cooke, United Assembly of Christ, Bridgeville DE
Rev. Dr. Geraldine Jones, Liberating Power AMEZ, Bridgeville
DE
Rev. James Penuel, Union UMC, Bridgeville DE
Rev. Carol Price, Bethel UMC, Seaford DE
Rev. Carole Hopkins, Victory in Grace Tabernacle, Laurel DE
For more information, contact Sis. Olivia Blackwell,
(302) 249-0672
Rev. Gary L. Meekins is the Host Pastor.

Spring Fling
Bake Goods
Luncheon
Saturday, April 22, 2017
9 am to 1 pm
Indoor Yard Sale, Homemade Baked Goods,
Homemade Soups and Salads by the pints.
Lunch will be different kinds of sandwiches
that you can eat there or take out.

Long Neck United Methodist Church
32051 Long Neck Road
Long Neck, De 19966

For More Information or if you
have any questions, Please
Call the Church Office
at 302-945-9453 or email:
longneckumc@msn.com

FISH SANDWICH SALES

FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2017
11:00 A.M. – 5 P.M.
MT. CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
28 CHURCH STREET
BRIDGEVILLE DE 19933
(302) 337-7090
COST PER SANDWICH IS $7.00
WHICH INCLUDES
A BAG OF CHIPS
COOKIES
MINT
SODA OR WATER

Asbury UMC
20-24 W Mt. Vernon Street
Smyrna, DE
will be hosting a

Red Bird Mission Appalachian Craft Fair
Saturday, April 29
9am - 2pm
Come show your support for these artisans and start
your Christmas shopping early!
Some of the handcrafted items available include wooden toys,
kitchen items, placemats, pottery and even furniture!
Save the date and bring your friends!

Breakfast items and light lunch will
be available for sale by the Dorcas
Ladies Circle of Asbury

If you have any questions, please call Bobbie at 302-653-1211.

CONLEY'S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
33106 JOLYN'S WAY
LEWES, DE 19958

Conley's UMC will be hosting a National Day of Prayer Service
on Thursday, May 4, 2017 at 7:00 P.M.
Many Christians are not aware that they live in a nation that has a law requiring our President proclaim a National Day of Prayer each year on the
first Thursday in May.
This year's theme is For Your Great Name's Sake! Hear Us... Forgive US... Heal Us! – taken from Daniel 9:19.
Scripture tells us again and again that our fervent prayer is effective and
that our loving God responds to His children's earliest pleas in mighty
ways that avail much and ultimately determine the course of history.
Come and praise the Lord as we offer our petitions to Him for the nation
that we all love. All are welcome!
For further information, call the church office at 302-945-1881.

One Cause. One Weekend. All Nations.
6 kilometers is the average distance that people in the developing world walk for
water — water that is often contaminated with life-threatening diseases. On
Saturday, May 6th, 2017, people from around the globe will walk or run an average distance for an extraordinary cause.

Wyoming United Methodist Church is a host site for 2017 World Vision’s Global 6K
for Water Walk on Saturday, May 6th. World Vision is an International organization
that is endeavoring to bring clean water to many children through this effort. The average distance that a woman and her children have to walk to fetch water is 3.72
miles which is approximately 6 kilometers, hence the 6K walk. Each walker can register online at www.wyomingumc.com and click on the Global 6K slide.
The registration fee is $50 for adults and $25 for children under 15 years old. This
money is the amount needed to sponsor a child and bring them clean water. Each
walker will receive a T-shirt, bib with child’s picture on it and will receive a medal at
the conclusion of the walk.
Those who cannot walk, can still donate to the Wyoming Water Walkers and their effort to raise $10,000 by going to the church website as stated above.
The walk will depart at 2:30 pm from
Wyoming UMC
216 Wyoming Mill Road, Dover, DE
Check-in will begin at 2:00 pm
All are welcome to participate!

________

BRIDGEVILLE CHARGE
P.O. Box 965
SEAFORD DE 19973
Rev. Gary L. Meekins, Pastor
MOTHER-DAUGHTER/SISTER-SISTER ADS/PATRONS/TICKET REQUESTS
The Bridgeville Charge will be sponsoring a Mother-Daughter/Sister-Sister Luncheon on
Saturday, May 13, 2017 at Union United Methodist Church, 2 N. Laws Street,
Bridgeville DE We invite you to support the publication of the Mother-Daughter/SisterSister Souvenir Booklet by placing an ad in memory of or in honor of a loved one. All
funds raised will go to the Bridgeville Charge Community Outreach Program. Deadline
is April 30, 2017. Payment must accompany your ad. We thank you in advance for
your support.
ADVERTISEMENT SIZES AND AMOUNTS
[ ] Quarter Page: $15.00
[ ] Patron: Single Name: $3.00
[ ] Patron. Couple or Two Persons: $5.00
****************************************************************************************************
Please check your advertisement size above, and enclose payment of $____________.
Date: _______________ Contact Person: ___________________________________
Organization:___________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________
City:____________________________ State:___________Zip Code:______________
Telephone No.:___________________ E-Mail Address:_________________________
Please send the advertisement exactly as you want it to appear in the Souvenir Booklet. You
may attach a printed sample. Electronic version of your ad can be accepted via e-mail to
mvspeight@aol.com; however, your ad request will not be processed until receipt of payment.
Please send camera-ready copy if possible, or enter your text in box below.

Funeral expense seminar

Sponsored by the Bridgeville charge

Presented by
Bennie smith funeral homes
Dover DE
SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2017
6 pm
Mt. Calvary United Methodist Church
28 Church Street
Bridgeville DE 19933
Are your personal affairs ready when God calls you home? Do your family know what your desires
are? Where your important papers are? Will you leave a financial burden on your family because
there was no money for the funeral? Come out to this seminar conducted by Bennie Smith Funeral
Homes to learn what you need to do to prepare for the inevitable. The seminar is free; however, you
must register. If there are any questions, you may contact Sis. Jacqueline E. Goodwin, Bridgeville
Charge Community Outreach Coordinator at (302) 337-8306 A light meal will be served after the
seminar. Deadline to register is May 13, 2017. Registration form is below or you may register by
calling Jacqueline E. Goodwin at (302) 337-8306 or email at Goodwin2013@comcast.net.
******************************************************************************************************************
Cut and return
Funeral Expense Seminar Registration Form
Please complete form and mail to Bridgeville Charge, Attn: Funeral Expense Seminar, PO Box 965,
Seaford DE 19973. Deadline to register is May 13, 2017.
Please print.
Name:__________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________State:_________Zip Code:_____________
Telephone No:________________________email:______________________________

FAMILY CAMP RETURNS!
JULY 24 to JULY 27, 2017
The Native American International Caucus announces the return of the very popular
Native American Family Camp. And, we are returning to one of our most popular sites,
the Fin and Feather Family Resort near Gore, Oklahoma.

THEME: ACTS OF REPENTANCE: Healing The Wounds From
Within
Come and join us for 3 days of activities for all the family






Children programs
Youth Programs
Workshops and plenaries speaking to the Historical Trauma experienced by Native Americans
nationwide.
Gospel Singing
Games, swimming, sightseeing tours

Ragghi Rain, Family Camp Coordinator, invites you to come and enjoy an experience of a lifetime at Fin and
Feather Resort, overlooking Tenkiller Lake in Eastern Oklahoma, just 75 miles south and east from the Tulsa
International Airport and just 145 miles due east of the Oklahoma City Airport. ALL ROADS LEAD TO FAMILY
CAMP!
We are bringing back one of the most popular programs of the NAIC. At a time when Native American
tribes are coming together to protect the sacredness of our lands and water, we will have sessions on the
Acts of Repentance that many annual conferences are having, including standing with Standing Rock Lakota
people against the Dakota Access Pipeline. Discussions on Historical Trauma and the Doctrine of Discovery
will heighten our understanding of “healing the wounds from within.”
So, come, join us at the 2017 National Native American Family Camp

Ragghi Rain
Family Camp Coordinator

Please lift the following people or situations
up in prayer this month.
Gary Meekins - recovering cataract surgery
Bill Steward - recovering from surgery for lung cancer. Please also keep his wife
Nancy in prayer.
Bill Nack - knee surgery in April
Those preparing for the Pilgrimage to South Korea in September.

We are currently looking for a part-time paid pianist for the West Harrington
Charge - Prospect & Trinity
Please contact Pastor Shannon Harris @ pastorslharris@gmail.com - OR Amy Willey, PPR Chair @ amyw302@aol.com if you are interested.
If you have any questions please call the Church @ 302-398-3843

Groome United Methodist Church seeking a Pianist
Groome United Methodist Church in Lewes, Delaware is seeking a Pianist to accompany the Choir and play at the Sunday Church service. This ministry requires Sunday morning (10:00 am service), Choir practice one day a week, and special holiday
services. This is a paid position.
For more details contact Pastor Willard Crossan at Groome UMC, P.O. Box 299,
Lewes, DE 19958. ((302)645-6256.

What are the steps to CLM Certification?
Where is the Registration Form for CLM Certification?
Find out these answers and more by visiting our Dover District
webpage on the Pen-Del Conference website.
CLM Graduation June 25, 4:00 pm Wesley UMC, Dover
If you are interested in learning more about becoming a CLM,
contact Brenda Tildon.

Submit your flyers, photos, and
events for the May issue by no later than May 22nd. If you have
them ready now please submit
them since we will all be busy at
Annual Conference.

Check out our facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/DoverDistrictUMC/
Special thanks to Rev. Larry Jameson for setting this up for the Dover District.

What is Happening in Our District?
We are blessed and inspired when our local churches share stories of
success and joy in mission and ministry. Please share the events and
activities at your Church by emailing me your flyers, information and
photos to: cmyers@pen-del.org
Cathy Myers
Dover District Administrative Assistant

Dover District Office
30 Loockerman Plaza
Dover, DE 19901
Phone: 302-526-2629
Fax: 302-526-5555
Rev. Dr. Kyung Hee Sa
Dover District Superintendent
e-mail: doverds@pen-del.org
Cathy Myers
Administrative Assistant
e-mail: cmyers@pen-del.org
Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday
8:00 am—3:00 pm
Friday: Closed

Peninsula-Delaware
Conference
The United Methodist Church
Bishop Felton Edwin May
Resource Center
139 N. State Street
Dover, DE 19901
Website: www.pen-del.org
Phone: 302-674-2626
Toll Free: 1-877-736-3351

Presiding Bishop
Bishop Peggy A. Johnson
PO Box 820
Valley Forge, PA 19482

