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ENTRANCE
Gathering Music
Processional Hymn

"The Church’s One Foundation” UM Hymnal 546

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord;
we are his new creation by water and the Word;
from heaven he came and sought us that we might ever be
his living servant people by his own death set free.
Called forth from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth;
our charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name professing and at one table fed,
to one hope always pressing, by Christ’s own Spirit led.
Though with a scornful wonder the world sees us oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,
yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, “How long?”
But soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.
Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of our war,
we wait the consummation of peace forevermore;
till with the vision glorious our longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.
We now on earth have union with God the Three in One,
and share through faith communion with those whose rest is won.
Oh, happy ones, and holy! Lord, give us grace that we
like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.
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Call to Worship*

Rev. Megan Weston
Co-Chair Board of Ordained Ministry

Leader: The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.
All: And also with you.
Leader: We come today, persevering together, to praise the God of Hope, to hear the
Holy Word in faith of the Word made flesh, and to seek for ourselves and others, the
power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit, which fills our hearts with joy. Let us
pray.
All: Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit you gave to your apostles many
excellent gifts. Give your grace to all servants of your church, that we may with diligence
and faithfulness fulfill our various ministries. Grant that we your people may follow
where you lead, perfect our ministries, and live in joyful obedience to your will, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Opening Prayer*

Rev. Lester N. Justice
Co-Chair Board of Ordained Ministry

Almighty God of Creation, it’s been a long year, but you have promised us a future filled
with hope, and so in confidence, we pray, all shall be well. Lord Jesus Christ, Word made
flesh, Emmanuel, God with us, amidst uncertain and chaotic events throughout the
world, we remember how you displayed your faith on a cross with arms wide open,
showering all of creation with your grace, and so we place our faith in you, and we pray,
all shall be well. Holy Spirit, despite any darkness and coldness we’re currently
experiencing in our own lives, you shine on us, warming our hearts as if we had just left
Aldersgate, only to step fully into your kin-dom on earth as it is in heaven, filling us with
unspeakable joy, and so with blessed assurance we pray, all shall be well. All shall be
well. All shall be well. And all manner of things shall be well. AMEN.

RECOGNITION OF COMMON MINISTRY AND REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
BISHOP: Sisters and brothers in Christ,
we are all made one with the death of Jesus Christ
and raised with him to walk in newness of life
in the gift of baptism by water and the Spirit.
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The same Spirit who enlivens us
empowers us with many and diverse gifts
to serve as new creatures,
renouncing evil,
embracing and submitting to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior,
and joining together as his body
to serve as his representatives in the world.
We all start here.
The Spirit leads us all.
Remember you are baptized and be thankful.
ALL: We reaffirm our baptism and our common call to ministry.

PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE
COMMISSIONED OR ORDAINED

Rev. Tom Pasmore
Registrar, Board of Ordained Ministry

BISHOP: Who presents these candidates to be ordained or commissioned?
Lay Leader, Carlene Phoenix: On behalf of the laity of local congregations, who have
recommended them in our local congregations. We present them with our prayers and
support.
BOOM: We, the members of the Board of Ordained Ministry, have examined these
candidates according to the standards of our Discipline and this annual conference of
The United Methodist Church. We present them with our prayers and support.
BISHOP: These persons are by God’s grace to be ordained or commissioned for set apart
ministry in Christ’s Holy Church. Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them
have discerned that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian character,
possess the necessary signs of God’s grace, and have demonstrated a profound
commitment to serve Jesus Christ. Therefore, they believe them to be duly called to
serve God.
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We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to the ordination or commissioning,
of these persons.
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be ordained or commissioned?
ALL: We do! Thanks be to God!
BISHOP: Will you uphold them in their ministry?
ALL: With God’s help, we will.

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION
BISHOP: My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to an ordained or
commissioned status in set apart ministry. The church now confirms your calling.
As ordained or commissioned ministers, you are to be co-workers with all the people of
God: With laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, provisional members, diaconal
ministers, deaconesses, home missioners, supply pastors, with all who serve God in the
Church.
Remember you are called to serve rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the
church and no other, to look after the concerns of God above all.
So we may know you believe yourselves to be called by God and that you profess the
Christian faith, we ask you:
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained or licensed
ministry?
CANDIDATES: I do so believe.
BISHOP: Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?
CANDIDATES: I do so believe and confess.
BISHOP: Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
contain all things necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the
unique and authoritative standard for the church’s faith and life?
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CANDIDATES: I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
BISHOP: Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the
help of the Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?
CANDIDATES: I will, with the help of God.
BISHOP: Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of
Christ?
CANDIDATES: I will, with the help of God.
BISHOP: Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in
Jesus Christ, to participate in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace,
justice, and freedom for all people?
CANDIDATES: I will, with the help of God.
BISHOP: Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting and upholding
its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to
God’s Holy Word, and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with
you, and to the Bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?
CANDIDATES: I will, with the help of God.
BISHOP: Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate
in the life of the order, fellowship, or membership into which you are ordained,
commissioned, received or recognized? Will you give yourself to God through the order
or fellowship in order to sustain and build each other up in prayer, study, worship and
service under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day?
CANDIDATES: I will, with the help of God.
BISHOP: May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to
perform them, so that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.
ALL: Amen.
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PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
Prayer for Illumination

Rev. Peggy Briggs
Vice Chair Board of Ordained Ministry

God of hope, may your ancient words inspire us to love you with all our strength and
heart and mind and soul. Christ of faith, may your Word made flesh be made flesh again
in us, through our loving actions towards neighbors, others, and even enemies. Holy
Spirit of joy, may the words we hear today abound in our hearts and stir up within us a
divine confidence, enabling us to persevere in hope, faith, and joy, as we receive this
ancient wisdom, and go forth, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world. AMEN.
Scripture - Hebrews 12:1-3 (NRSV)

Ms. Carlene Phoenix
Conference Lay Leader

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame,
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
Special Music Rev. Mary Clay
Sermon Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Hymn of Response

“Sois La Semilla/You are the Seed” UMH 583

Sois la semilla que ha de crecer, sois estrella que ha de brillar,
sois levadura, sois grano de sal, antorcha que debe alumbrar.
You are the seed that will grow a new sprout, you’re a star that will shine in the night,
You are the yeast and a small grain of salt, a beacon to glow in the dark.
Sois la mañana que vuelve a nacer, sois espiga que empieza a granar,
sois aguijón y caricia a la vez, testigos que voy a enviar.
You are the dawn that will bring a new day, you’re the wheat that will bear golden grain,
You are a sting and a soft, gentle touch, my witnesses where’er you go.
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[Estribillo]/[Refrain]
Id, amigos, por el mundo, anunciando el amor, mensajeros de la vida, de la paz y el
perdón.
Sed, amigos, mis testigos de mi resurrección. Id llevando mi presencia: ¡con vosotros
estoy!
Go, my friends, go to the world, proclaiming love to all, messengers of my forgiving peace,
Be, my friends, a loyal witness, from the dead I arose; “Lo, I’ll be with you forever, eternal
love. Till the end of the world.”
Sois una llama que ha de encender resplandores de fe y caridad;
sois los pastores que han de llevar guiar al mundo por senda de paz.
You are the flame that will lighten the dark sending sparkles of hope, faith, and love;
You are the shepherds to lead the whole world through valleys and pastures of peace.
Sois los amigos que quise escoger, sois palabra que intento esparcir;
sois reino nuevo que empieza a engendrar justicia, amor y verdad.
You are the friends that I chose for myself, the word that I want to proclaim;
You are the new kingdom built on a rock where justice and truth always reign.
[Estribillo]/[Refrain]
Id, amigos, por el mundo, anunciando el amor, mensajeros de la vida, de la paz y el
perdón.
Sed, amigos, mis testigos de mi resurrección. Id llevando mi presencia: ¡con vosotros
estoy!
Go, my friends, go to the world, proclaiming love to all, messengers of my forgiving peace,
Be, my friends, a loyal witness, from the dead I arose; “Lo, I’ll be with you forever, eternal
love. Till the end of the world.”
Sois fuego y sabia que vine a traer, sois la ola que agita la mar.
La levadura pequena de ayer fermenta la masa del pan.
You are the life that will nurture the plant; you’re the waves in a turbulent sea;
yesterday’s yeast is beginning to rise, a new loaf of bread it will yield.
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Una ciudad no se puede seconder, ni los montes se han de ocultar,
en vuestras obras que buscan el bien el mundo al Padre vera.
There is no place for a city to hide, nor a mountain can cover its might;
May your good deeds show a world in despair a path that will lead all to God.
[Estribillo]/[Refrain]
Introduction to Special Offering

Apostles Creed

Rev. Peggy Briggs
Vice Chair Board of Ordained Ministry

Rev. Rebecca Collison
Mariner's Bethel, Ocean View

Leader: Do you believe in God?
All: I believe in God, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
Leader: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Leader: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS
BISHOP: By affirming the covenant of baptism,
all members of Christ’s holy church pledge
to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.
Christ gave all of us this command:
“Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”
We have asked, and the Lord has answered.
These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people,
see the plentiful harvest,
and are ready to respond generously to the Lord
in the words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.”
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Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit,
they now come to declare in public
their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism
by binding themselves to the service of God
under the supervision of the bishop
and the guidance of colleagues in full connection
and by being appointed to share as servant leaders
in the body of Christ.
Today we commission them to service
as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.

PRAYER FOR COMMISSIONING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS
BISHOP: God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up
men and women to be apostolic leaders in your church. By your Holy Spirit help these,
your servants, to understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy.
Deepen their sense of purpose as they exercise commissioned ministry. Empower them,
and those who will walk with them to guide their ministry, together with all of your
people, to heal the sick, love the outcast, resist evil, preach the Word, and give
themselves freely for your name’s sake.
As they have placed themselves into the hands of God, and as we have prayed for the
Holy Spirit to empower them for continued growth in ministry among us, we now send
them forth to announce the good news of God’s kingdom, and equip disciples of Jesus
for ministry. Today, we commission them to service as they continue to prepare for
ordained ministry among us.
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon...
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to announce the reign of
God, and to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL: Amen.
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Hymn of Prayer
Take
Take
Take
Take

my
my
my
my

“Take My Life, and Let it Be” UMH 399, verse 1

life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee.
moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.
hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love.
feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.

Examination of Elders
BISHOP: An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church:
to preach and teach the Word of God, and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy
Baptism and Holy Communion; to lead the people of God in worship and prayer; to
lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ; to exercise pastoral supervision, to order the life
of the congregation and the connection, to counsel the troubled, and declare the
forgiveness of sin; to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the
world; to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people; and to take a responsible
place in the government of the Church and in service in and to the community. This is
the rule of life and work of an elder.
BISHOP: Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?
CANDIDATES: I do so believe.

PRAYER FOR ELDERS AND LAYING ON OF HANDS
BISHOP: As these persons are ordained by the church for the office and work of elders
to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for them.
BISHOP: We praise you, eternal God, because you have called us to be a priestly
people, offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Apostle and
High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. We thank you that, by dying, Christ has
overcome death and, having ascended into heaven, has poured forth gifts abundantly
on your people, making some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, to build up Christ’s body,
and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world. Give to these your servants the grace
and power they need to serve you in this ministry. Make them faithful pastors, patient
teachers, and wise counselors. Enable them to serve without reproach, to proclaim the
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gospel of salvation, to administer the sacraments of the new covenant, and to offer with
all your people spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
AMEN.
Hymn of Prayer
Take
Take
Take
Take

my
my
my
my

“Take My Life, and Let it Be” UMH 399, verse 2

voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King.
lips, and let them be filled with messages from thee.
silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold.
intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose.

BISHOP: Almighty God, pour upon ... the Holy Spirit, for the office and work of an elder
in Christ’s holy church.
ALL: Amen.
BISHOP: We recognize each of you with joy.
Hymn of Prayer
Take
Take
Take
Take

“Take My Life, and Let it Be” UMH 399, verse 3

my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.
my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.
my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store.
myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.

PASSING OF THE MANTLE

Rev. Lester Justice, Rev. Megan Weston, Rev. Joseph Archie

SENDING FORTH
BISHOP: Let us pray:
People: We thank you, gracious God,
For your faithful servants who have said yes to your call.
Clothe then with your strength and righteousness,
And grant that we all may glorify you by giving of ourselves to others.
Let us go now, persevering in the hope of God Almighty, our faith in our Lord and Savior,
and the mutual faith Jesus Christ has in us, all the while filled with the joy of the Holy
Spirit, active and abundant in our hearts and lives. May this be so, now and forever.
Amen
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Recessional Hymn

“Here I Am, Lord” UM Hymnal #593

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard My people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin, My hand will save.
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear My light to them? Whom shall I send?
Here I am, Lord, Is it I, Lord? I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if You lead me. I will hold Your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them. They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak My word to them. Whom shall I send?
Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go Lord, if You lead me. I will hold Your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save
Finest bread I will provide, till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give My life to them. Whom shall I send?
Here I am, Lord, Is it I, Lord? I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if You lead me. I will hold Your people in my heart.
BISHOP: The grace of Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all always.
Go in peace to serve God and love your neighbor, in all that you do. AMEN.
ALL: We are sent in Christ’s name. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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WORSHIP NOTES
THANK YOU:

To all who came to share in this joyous celebration
To Bishop LaTrelle Easterling
To Rev. Lester Justice and Rev. Megan Weston, Board of Ordained Ministry and other
board members for their assistance
Connection Community Church for hosting the service
To Michael Stefanek, Director of Music Ministries, Asbury UMC
To Christine Trott for preparing the Worship Books
To Carl Samans for technological assistance and expertise
To Rev. Janice Humphrey and all who crafted today's worship

CLLI NO. 296167

Persevere
IN FAITH, HOPE, & JOY

MANY MINISTERS, ONE MINISTRY
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE DIFFERENT ORDERS AND OFFICES OF CLERGY
LICENSED LOCAL PASTORS
Persons coming to be licensed as local pastors have been examined and recommended
by their district committee on ordained ministry. They must have at least a high school
diploma, have been a member of The United Methodist Church for at least one year and
served in leadership in the local church, certified as a candidate for ministry, and
attended the 10-day Licensing School, sponsored by the Board of Ordained Ministry.
Finally the Board of Ordained Ministry recommends to the executive session those to be
licensed. Licensed local pastors may serve part-time or full-time and are renewed
annually by the district committee. Licensed local pastors may perform all the duties of a
pastor as defined in The Book of Discipline, including the sacraments, marriage, burial,
confirmation, and membership reception, while appointed to a particular charge; their
authority is limited to the people within or related to the community they are appointed
to serve. The license and authority are valid only so long as the appointment continues.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Persons who are elected to associate membership by the clergy executive session have
been examined and recommended by the district committee on ordained ministry and
the Board of Ordained Ministry. They must have reached the age of forty, served as a
full-time local pastor for at least four years (or been granted equivalency by the Board of
Ordained Ministry), completed the five-year Course of Study, and completed a minimum
of sixty semester hours toward the Bachelor of Arts degree. Associate members are in
the itinerant ministry and are available on a continuing basis for appointment by the
bishop. They are amenable to the annual conference in the performance of their ministry
and are granted the same security of appointment as provisional members and members
in full connection.
COMMISSIONED PROVISIONAL MEMBERS
Persons who are commissioned and elected to provisional membership have been
examined and recommended by the district committee on ordained ministry and the
Board of Ordained Ministry. They must have been a certified candidate for ministry for at
least one year and completed the educational requirements for provisional membership
which usually require both an undergraduate degree and a graduate theological degree.
Upon recommendation of the Board of Ordained Ministry, they are elected to provisional
membership by the executive session. Commissioned provisional members planning to
give their lives as elders are in ministries of Word, Sacrament, Order and Service and are
licensed for pastoral ministry. They may perform all the duties of a pastor as defined in
The Book of Discipline, including the sacraments, marriage, burial, confirmation, and
membership reception, while appointed to a particular charge; their authority is limited
to the people within or related to the community they are appointed to serve.
Commissioned provisional members planning to give their lives as deacons are in
ministries of Word, Service, Compassion, and Justice and are licensed for the practice of
ministry. Commissioned provisional members must serve for three years in a full-time
appointment prior to ordination and full conference membership.
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ORDAINED DEACON
Persons who are ordained deacon have been examined and recommended by the
Board of Ordained Ministry and elected to full membership by the executive session.
Persons being ordained deacon have been appointed at least two years full-time as a
provisional deacon. Deacons are ordained to Word, Service, Compassion, and Justice.
Deacons fulfill servant ministry in the world and lead the church in relating the
gathered life of Christians to their ministries in the world, inter relating worship in the
gathered community with service to God in the world. The Discipline charges deacons
to give leadership in the church's life: in the teaching and proclamation of the Word; in
worship, and in assisting the elders in the administration of the sacraments; in forming
and nurturing disciples; in conducting marriages and burying the dead; in the
congregation's mission to the world; and in leading the congregation in interpreting the
needs, concerns, and hopes of the world. As members of the Order of Deacon, all
deacons are in covenant with all other deacons in the annual conference and
participate in the life of their Order. While deacons are appointed by the bishop, they
do not itinerate nor have the same security of appointment as elders. Deacons are
appointed to serve in local churches and beyond the local church.
ORDAINED ELDER
Persons who are ordained elder have been examined and recommended by the Board
of Ordained Ministry and elected to full membership by the executive session. Persons
being ordained elder have been appointed at least two years full-time as a provisional
elder. Elders are ordained to Word, Sacrament, Order, and Service. Elders are
authorized to preach and teach the Word of God, to administer the sacraments, and to
order the life of the church for mission and ministry. The servant leadership of the
elder is expressed by leading the people of God in worship and prayer, by leading
persons to faith in Jesus Christ, by exercising pastoral supervision in the congregation,
and by leading the church in obedience to mission in the world. As members of the
Order of Elder, all elders are in covenant with all other elders in the annual conference
and participate in the life of their Order. Elders are appointed as pastors of churches
and to extension ministries.
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RECOGNITION OF ORDERS
When a candidate has been ordained in another denomination and they seek to enter
a United Methodist order, their ordination is recognized. They are not re-ordained.
They are elected to full membership in the annual conference by the clergy executive
session.
Instruments and Sign Acts for the Ordering of Ministry
Ordinations ritualize the distinctiveness of the different orders. Thus, not only what is
said, but what is done and the signs and instruments by which ordination is enacted is
significant. Clear signs and instruments related to the ministry of diaconal ministers
and deacons, and the ministry of elders point to and convey the identity and work of
each order.
For diaconal ministers, a stole is worn over the left shoulder and hangs straight down to
the waist as a towel over the shoulder. The instrument to signify this order is the towel,
pitcher, and basin.
For deacons, a stole is worn over the left shoulder and fastened under the right arm.
The instrument to signify this order is the towel, pitcher, and basin.
For elders, a stole is worn, yoked at the back of the neck, hanging straight down from
the shoulders. The instrument to signify this order is the paten and chalice.
Local Pastors and Certified Lay Ministers may wear robes but may not wear a stole.
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