PENINSULA-DELAWARE CONFERENCE

let's live in

God's grace

LAITY SERVICE

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
June 16, 2022

CONFERENCE LAY LEADER
Carlene Phoenix

LAITY SESSION
June 16, 2022

I.

Gathering Worship Music

II.

Call to Order

AGENDA

Welcome

Carlene Phoenix
Conference Lay Leader

Prayer

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling

Scripture "Hebrews 12:1-3"

Karen Stigars Jones
Delaware District Co-Lay Leader

Selection "Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah"

Avenue Choir
Avenue UMC, Milford, DE
Director Kevin Chamberlain

Committee on Clergy & Lay Leadership Report
III.

CCYM

IV.

Native American Storytelling

V.

Selection "Thank You"

VI.

Recognition of CLM's

Carlene Phoenix

Conference Council on Youth Ministries Video

VII. Selection "Joyful, Joyful"

VIII. Introduction of Speaker

IX.

Speaker "Persevere in Hope, Faith, & Joy"

X.

Closing Selection "Here I Am, Lord"

XI.

Sending Forth

Ragghi Rain
Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir
Roslyn Harris
Delaware District Co-Lay Leader
Handbell Choir
Avenue UMC, Milford, DE
Director Kevin Chamberlain
Phyllis Hardy
Lower Shore District Lay Leader
Rev. Dr. Rob Townsend
Moore's Chapel, Elkton, MD
Daniel O'Donnell
Yvonne Jackson
Conference Associate Lay Leader

Please complete the online survey after the session

GUEST SPEAKER

REV. DR. ROB TOWNSEND
Pastor, Moore’s Chapel United Methodist Church
Dr. Townsend is currently serving as the pastor of Moore’s Chapel UMC in
Northern Cecil County on the Upper Shore District of the Peninsula-Delaware
Annual Conference. Rob served on the Annual Conference Cabinet as the Salisbury
District Superintendent and later as the Conference Director of Connectional
Ministries. Rob has served on all of the former four districts of the PeninsulaDelaware Conference. He served as Senior Pastor at Hockessin United Methodist
Church in Hockessin, DE. from 2014-18. He served as Senior Pastor of Bethesda UMC
in downtown Salisbury from 2008-2014. He previously served as pastor at Grace
UMC in Millsboro, DE. from 2003-08 and as pastor of Asbury UMC in Millington,
MD., Crumpton UMC in Crumpton, MD and Double Creek UMC outside of Crumpton,
MD from 1999 to 2003. Rob grew up on an Eastern Shore farm in Rock Hall, MD and
was called into ministry his senior year of high school.
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He holds a B.A. in Religion from Wake Forest University (1992), a Masters of
Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary (1999) and a Doctorate of Ministry from
Asbury Theological Seminary (2017). Rob was commissioned a probationary member
of the Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church in
2001 and ordained a full elder in 2004. He was inducted into the Order of the Flame
of World Methodist Evangelism of the World Methodist Council in 2005. In 2011,
the Northeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church awarded Rob the Kim
Jefferson Award for significant and effective urban ministry along with the
covenant pastors of Salisbury Urban Ministries. Rob has served on various boards
and committees of the conference. Most notably, he served as Chairperson of the
conference Board of Ordained Ministry.
Rob is married to Laura and they reside in Northern Delaware. Rob has three
children: Sarah, a graduate of Asbury University in Kentucky, Leanne, a senior at
University of Delaware and Joel, a senior in high school. Rob is “Ojczym” (Polish for
stepfather) to Kyle, a high school sophomore, Luke, an 8th grader, and Leah, a 5th
grader. Rob is a diehard fan of the Baltimore Orioles, Baltimore Ravens, the
Washington Commanders and the Wake Forest Demon Deacons. He has a love for
missions, reading, gardening, and hunting. Rob also competed on the Kansas City
Barbeque Society competition circuit for 7 years with his team the Holy Hogs. They
were "Smokin' for Jesus." His life verses are Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of
what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV) and Amos 7:15 "Then
God took me off the farm and said, 'Go preach to my people." (MSG)

DELAWARE DISTRICT

ROSLYN HARRIS, CO-LAY LEADER
KAREN STIGARS JONES, CO-LAY LEADER
As of July 1, 2021 the Wilmington & Dover districts have become the Delaware
District. The Delaware district has two Co-Lay Leaders - Roslyn Harris & Karen
Stigars Jones. Meetings are held monthly on zoom. The Delaware District welcomes
our new bishop, Bishop LaTrelle Easterling to the Peninsula Delaware Conference.
Lay Academies have been held virtually conference wide. We want to thank Ivan
Turner and Kevin Chamberlain the co-directors of Lay Servant Ministries and Kevin
Greene our registrar for all the hard work they do to set up the academies. We
especially want to thank all of the instructors throughout our conference who so
willing shared their gifts with us.
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There was a Fall academy held with basic & advance classes in October & November
2021. Basic Lay Servant class was offered March 10 to April 7, 2022. Advanced
classes will begin on April 21 thru May 26. Classes taught were Living Our Beliefs,
Social Principles, Dancing with Words, Teaching Biblical Faith and The Sacrament’s.
There were approximately 100 lay servants in attendance.
A CLM class was held this year. Graduation was held on February 20, 2022.
Congratulations to our new CLM participants, Sandra Gibson Sutton from Whatcoat
UMC in Dover Delaware, and Harry D. Bratton a member of Peniel UMC Newport
Delaware.
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Special thanks to Eileen Parton for being the treasurer for the Wilmington district
for many years and remained treasurer for the Delaware district until March 30,
2022. Her services were treasured by the committee. We welcome our new
treasurer, KenYaira Ryle.
We thank the laity of the Delaware District for continuing to be the hands and feet
of Jesus Christ as we proclaim his holy name every day.

LOWER SHORE
DISTRICT

PHYLLIS HARDY, LAY LEADER
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are called according to His purpose” Romans 8:28 (NKJV)

With honor and all praises to God, we give thanks to Him for the ministry work of
the Lower Shore (formerly Salisbury) District. As the year started, we had the
esteem pleasure of welcoming our new leader, Bishop LaTrelle M. Easterling to our
district. Our prayers and support to her as well as the conference leadership team.
Another amazing year of support from our Pen-Del Conference Lay Leader, Carlene
Phoenix and Associate Lay Leader, Yvonne Jackson. Special thanks to our Lower
Shore District Superintendent, Pastor Christina Blake as well as our District
Administrator, Charlotte Hastings, to the many churches, pastors, and new churches
added to the district. Sincere gratitude to the Board of Laity membership for their
continued support. We also give special recognition to the Certified Lay Ministers
and to those who attended the Lay Academy throughout the 2021-2022 year. Your
service is to be commended.
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The challenges and obstacles of 2021 carried over into 2022, as we are still under the
pandemic threat. Our Lay Academy director, Ellen Lowe resigned. The Lower Shore
District joined the Pen-Del Conference in holding and supporting the academy
courses virtually. However, due to some unforeseen circumstances, we were able to
provide an in-person class to a few lay servants who needed to be recertified.
Thanks to the instructor and to the church for providing space to help those
desiring to serve the Lord.
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Our Board of Laity resumed virtual meetings and reorganized our membership. We
now have an active board. Thanks Be to God for those bold servants who answered
the call to serve. Our new Lay Academy Director is Certified Lay Minister Deborah
Horsey. In January and March 2022, the board met in-person. It was such a good
feeling. Our latest task has been to finalize plans for an in-person spring lay
academy to begin April 18 through May 23. Again, we give thanks to God for this
opportunity and to the committed instructors for saying “yes”. We are back and
stronger than ever. Amen.
Our churches events have continued with us still following the COVID-19 and CDC
guidelines. Churches are beginning to open slowly. Some events are being held, they
are being very creative by having drive- thru fundraisers, establishing community
food pantries, bible studies and outreach ministries. Churches are partnering with
others to plan worship services and outside activities. But most of all, churches are
providing mission work to their local communities.
Continued...

LOWER SHORE
DISTRICT

The District United Methodist Women have been steadfast in their efforts to
maintain. They meet virtually and have carried out their mission of serving women
and children local and global. They held their 2021 Annual Spring Meeting in
March. It was an outside activity at the Trinity UMC Pavilion in Salisbury. Plans are
underway to host the 2022 Pen-Del and District Spring event on April 30th. We
welcomed their new president, Betty Washington and recognized past president
Faye Wilson as well as those officers whose term were completed. We certainly
welcome and support all the new officers. The Mission u program was held virtually
in July 2021. It will be held virtually again this year. Amid all of this, the United
Methodist Women experienced a name change this March. United Women in Faith.
That is what we are, United Women in Faith.
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The United Methodist Men are struggling but holding on. New leadership is on the
way. They did have representation at the men’s activities at Camp Pecometh in
September 2021. We are looking forward to supporting them in any way we can.
They are recruiting.
The bible tells us that the trials, tribulations and the tests and temptations that we
overcome makes our faith in God so much stronger. Our mission is to go and tell
others of the goodness of our Lord, God. Our work is never done! To God be the
Glory. Amen.
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UPPER SHORE
DISTRICT

CARLENE T. PHOENIX, LAY LEADER
“Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase.”
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr

Even in the midst of the changes in the District this conference year, our laity took
comfort in knowing that God never changes. The saints continue to march through
the changes with the blessed assurance that Jesus is the same yesterday, today and
forever (Hebrews 13:8).
Knowing that God never change in our changes we could celebrate the retirement of
Bishop Peggy Johnson and we in love welcome Bishop LaTrelle Easterling to our
District on September 22nd.
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Our laity increased their spiritual enrichment and Lay Servant certification via
ZOOM for the Fall and Lay Academies. We thank God and congratulate the new
Basic and Certified Lay Servants and the new Certified Lay Ministers (CLM).
Our District welcomed Jennifer Christy, CLM who stepped out on faith and became
the Director of Lay Servant Ministries, and we give thanks to Tammy Merson for
her support and dedication in keeping the laity updated on events on our Face book
page.
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Even during the change our laity found alternative ways to worship online and
outdoors. Which paved the way for more church members be included and not
excluded in worship in spite of their circumstances.
Our church edifices may have been closed but the hearts of our laity in service to
the Lord remain opened. Even during the pandemic, the Upper Shore District Laity
never forgot how important it is to God and for us to love our neighbors as ourselves
and we showed love by meeting needs that needed to be met by any means
necessary. When all is said and done the Upper Shore District Laity realizes that
having the heart of Jesus is the most precious thing anybody can possess.
We give thanks to our District Superintendent Rev. Elmer Davis, Jr and our
Administrative Assistant Ginger Speight who showed their love and support for the
laity by hosting a laity meeting via ZOOM on March 19th with over 300 laity in
attendance and with Rev. Davis’s Saturday morning District Wide Book Study.
Be blessed with the knowledge that you are never alone in life and that God will
always be there to watch over you and guide you.
Wishing you all of God’s Blessings as you keep stepping in Faith

UNITED
MEN IN MINISTRY

BILL PAXTON - UMM PRAYER ADVOCATE
JAMES TURNER - UMM PRESIDENT
"Men, Ministry, Mission"
God is doing a New Thing in Men’ Ministry. What is new in United Methodist Men's Ministry?
For starters we have a new name and a new logo: James 1:22, NIV: Do not merely listen to the
word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.

Men of the Peninsula -Delaware Conference, God is doing a new thing. Let us look at
our past remembering and cherishing our past with an eye on the future. We look
forward to praying with you and look forward to working together in Men’s
Ministry. We need your input as we seek God’s direction. God has gifted each of us
with spiritual gifts and physical skills to transform the world for Christ. We look to
developing friendships and enjoying fellowship with each of you. God has called us
to prayer as we find ways to pray for and with each other. Prayer is our first and
only line of defense. We are looking for men who will serve on the Pen-Del
Conference Board of Men’s Ministry. Jesus tells us to go to all nations making
disciples for Him, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. The call is the same. Christ is counting on all of us to take the Good
News of the Gospel into all the world. We need each other to do this. Please be a part
of United Men’s Ministry of the Peninsula -Delaware Conference. Contact Bill
Paxton bpaxton60@verizon.net or James Turner tfactor750@gmail.com.
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As we emerge from this Pandemic situation, we look back at 2021 as a year of
learning not only with communications but also in other areas. We have learned to
conduct business via zoom technology and have held small prayer ministries by
telephone conferencing. We did have our annual Connection Day at Pecometh on
September 11th. Rev Elmer Davis D.S. Upper Shore District was our keynote
speaker. Our afternoon consisted of music and talks about Prayer Advocacy and the
history of the Class Meeting and how it is helping UMM groups to grow. Kevin
Watson’s Book the Class Meeting is a good resource.
Save the Date: September 10, 2022, will be this year’s Connection Day. Our Keynote
speaker will be Rev. Dr. Rob Townsend. James Turner our current Pen-Del UMM
Conference President will introduce us to the New United Men’s Ministry, Bill
Paxton will talk about Live Bold and the power of prayer and Allan Loomis our past
Pen-Del Conference UMM President will talk about Looking Back, Looking Forward.
The Cost for the day. will be $50.00. The Save the Date flyer and the registration is
attached.
God is calling us to Unite in Men’s Ministry. Help us to be United Men in Ministry.
United in Prayer and Mission. Jesus is counting on us!

United - In a New Beginning
James 1:22, NRSV
"But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves.”

UNITED MEN’S MINISTRY
Peninsula- Delaware Conference United Methodist Men’s Annual
Gathering
Date: September 10, 2022
Time: 8:30AM Registration
Continental Breakfast 8:30AM-9:00AM
Location: Pecometh, 136 Bookers Wharf Rd, Centreville, MD 21617
Welcome: James Turner
Opening Devotion: Bill Paxton
Morning Program: Rev. Dr. Rob Townsend
Break:
Music/Singing
Lunch
Afternoon Program
*United Men’s Ministry – James Turner
*Live Bold, the Power of Prayer – Bill Paxton
*Looking Back, Looking Forward – Allan Loomis
Music/Singing
Communion
Final Words: James Turner
Closing Prayer

Mail-in registration form on following page

(Separate registrations required for each person)
Make checks payable to:
“Peninsula-Delaware Conference United Methodist Men”.
Charles Adams, 12 North Nace Lane, Dover, DE 19901
Phone (302) 697-2447 E-mail to: cdadm904@aol.com
Phone or e-mail reservations will be held for seven days only—payment must be received by then.

Amt. Enclosed:
Sept. 10th includes 2 meals $50.00 - $
Registrations are due by August 28, 2022. Registrations on Retreat day will be $10.00 more.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 REGISTRATION FORM
Name:

Phone:

Address:

Email:

City:

Home Church:

State:

Zip Code:

District:

(Separate registrations required for each person)

UNITED
WOMEN IN FAITH

ALFREDA FISHER-DEAN - UMF PRESIDENT
NEW BEGINNING 2nd Corinthians 5:12

PDC United Women in Faith - Upper Shore - Delaware District and Lower Shore are
working diligently with their members.
The Lower Shore will host the Spring Event on April 30, 2022 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
at Trinity United Methodist Church - 31193 Mt. Harmon Road – Salisbury, Maryland
21801.
Delaware District held their Spring Event on March 26, 2022. Theme: Grace of God Is
There.
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Mission u to be held July 29-30, 2022 and it will be Virtual. This year the
Baltimore/Washington Conference will be joining us and we are so excited to have
them join us.
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Closing with this: We learn something from everyone who passes through our lives,
some lessons are painful - some are painless, but all are priceless. Author Unknown

CLM GRADUATES

WE APPLAUD THE CLM'S
Graduation February 20, 2022

DELAWARE DISTRICT

LOWER SHORE DISTRICT

UPPER SHORE DISTRICT

Laity, for Your Service and
Dedication,
May Christ continue to bless you as you
are a blessing to others

Carlene Phoenix, Conference Lay Leader

