Radical Hospitality
(This resource is shared by Rev. Vanessa Lee – as a part of our Healthy Church Initiative Workshops Planning and Design task force)
“Practices of Fruitful Congregations: Radical Hospitality” (Based largely on the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations by: Robert Schnase)

“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” (Romans 15:7)

Vibrant, fruitful, growing Christian churches practice Radical Hospitality!

They do this out of a genuine love for Jesus Christ and for others.

Focus by both laity and pastor is placed on 

· Inviting
· Welcoming

· Including 

· Supporting 

· Helping newcomers 

as they grow in faith and become a part of body of Christ!

Christian and hospitality coupled together are action words! They denote an active desire to invite, welcome, receive and care for those who are not like “us.” Those who may have never experienced the unending richness and the unconditional, unfailing, unchanging love of God! 
Hospitality RUNS through Scripture.

In the Old Testament God reminds the people of Israel to welcome the stranger, the sojourner, the wanderer.


Why?


“For you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”

We too, were once strangers to the faith, residing outside the kingdom of God.
We too were in the darkness, lost and lonely…without the hope of Christ. 

We now belong to the Body of Christ because of someone else’s hospitality.

Someone invited us, received us, and helped us feel welcome—a parent, a spouse, a friend, a pastor, or maybe even a neighbor, perhaps a stranger.

By someone’s love, we were grafted onto the Body of Christ.

If we had not felt welcomed and supported in some way, we would not have stayed.

Jesus says, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me...Whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine you did for me.” 

Would we change our behaviors toward strangers if we lived as if we really believed this?

Taking Jesus seriously changes our behavior.

John Wesley and the early Methodists practiced hospitality in ways so radical in their day that many traditional church leaders found it offensive.

Wesley preached to thousands on roadsides and in open fields in order to reach coal miners, field laborers, factory workers, the underclass, and the poorest of the poor….
…people that the upper-crust had given up for lost…
He invited them into God’s Kingdom and nurtured in them a strong sense of belonging as he organized societies and classes for mutual accountability, support and care.

Those early Methodist’s lives were changed so radically that it actually prevented a riot in England.

We practice radical hospitality because people are messed up and lost. And the only way to get straight and become un-lost is through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ!!!
Hospitality means we pray, plan, prepare, and work toward the purpose of helping others receive Christ.

A few visitor parking spaces, politeness, name tags for greeters, all of these things are important. Yet, hospitality is so much more!

What is a working definition of radical hospitality: It is a visitor arriving at church ill, and immediately that person is taken to quiet room, while some goes out for medication. Another stays with the person to assure them that help is on the way.

Hospitality is a spiritual initiative, the practice of an active and genuine love, a graciousness that supersedes self-interest. It is going the extra mile. It’s extending  ourselves and our church to receive others.  It’s a radical sharing of resources, gifts and the love and grace of God with those who cannot repay you. 

When the spirit of Christ’s hospitality permeates a congregation, everyone is affected.  No one is left out, everyone is taught, they are 100% responsible for making the Other feel welcome; from the children to the adults, all have some responsibility.  Radical means “drastically different from ordinary practice, outside the normal.”

Radical hospitality is restlessness.  It is the spirit of anxiety practice positively to the nth degree.  
Is anyone here suffering from restlessness?

Our world is inhospitable. The church should be filled with LOVE!
People simply do not go out of their way one for another.

People want to hear Well Done! Good Job! You’re Great! From people who mean it!
Road-rage on our highways and in our communities is becoming the norm…
People face hostility daily! They come to church to be loved! RADICALLY! UNCONDITIONAL
There has to be a place where people know they are welcome, loved, respected, wanted and needed…
…and that place is the Your Church, My Church should be every UM Church

To practice Radical Hospitality 

· adopt an invitational way of doing things that changes everything that is done.  

· Be ever mindful of who is not present,

·  our neighbors 

· our friends 

·  co-workers 

· our family who do not know Jesus as Savior and Lord!

Don’t have a self-satisfied attitude: “Remember, It’s Not About You, It’s Not About Me.”
It’s All About Christ… In Him We Live, Move and Have our Being (Heb.…)   

· Can Anyone See Christ in Me?

· Can Christ Be Easily Seen In You? 

· Is  a magnifying glass required! We must get out of the way!

Christ is the Way, The Truth and the Life! John 14:6

Radical hospitality goes to the extremes, joyfully, not superficially, because we know our invitation is the invitation of Christ!

To become a vibrant, fruitful, growing congregation requires a change of attitudes, practices, and values. 

Remember the road to Hell is Paved with Good Intentions.  They don’t get us where we want to go… Deeper is Christ… Invitational Lives!  Christ in you the hope of glory! Christ in Me the hope of Glory!

Young people are not going to act like Old People!!  New folk are not going to fit into Old Wine SKINS Black, White, Yellow or Brown… They just don’t fit!

Children will be loud and unruly sometimes… It is their Nature! Ethnic families/ bring their culture… Is there room for Them In Your Inn?   


We must do better. Mediocrity is not acceptable.  

Little changes have big effects.

· A personal handwritten letter received after the first visit from someone in the church  

· Church should be baby/children/youth/young adult friendly

·  Don’t be afraid to evaluate! What works? What doesn’t?

· What do we need more of? Less of? 

· radical hospitality reveals who Jesus is?

· It also reveals who we are?

· radical hospitality exposes  Kingdom…God 

· Shouts, sings, dances, talks, walks, side-steps 
· YOU ARE WELCOME HERE. . . .
· LONELY:  YOU’RE WELCOME HERE

· ABUSED! YOU’RE WELCOME HERE

· PUZZLED AND PERPLEXED! WELCOME

· CONFUSED, TRICKED, WOUND AND BRUISED: WELCOM!

· DIVORCED! WELCOME

· EX CONVICT! WELCOME!

· PROSTITUTE! WELCOME! 

· HOMELESS! WELCOME!

· ABANDONED! WELCOME!

· DEATH, CRIPPLE &/OR BLIND! WELCOME!

· DESPAIR: WELCOME

JESUS SAID: WHO EVER WILL! LET THEM COME!
Don’t HURT

Don’t HATE

Don’t criticize

Do Help

Do Speak

Do Smile

Do offer you assistance

Do Introduce yourself
Do it with integrity.
Do it in your own voice.
Be faithful to yourself and God.
 Practice makes perfect patterns…. Practice radical hospitality.
Do IT for the Love of God.

And you shall know the tree by the fruity.

Is there any fruit on your tree?

Is it fresh? Is it too ripe? 

Is it rotten? 

ALL Are Waiting, Watching & Welcome: INVITE!!!!
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