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RESOURCES FOR HEALTHY CHURCH INITIATIVE:  

KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

The Forgotten Ways: Reactivating the Missional Church by Alan Hirsh and Leonard 

Sweet 

 

The Forgotten Ways Handbook: A Practical Guide for Developing Missional 

Churches by Alan Hirsch and Darryn Altclass  

Untamed: Reactivating a Missional Form of Discipleship (Shapevine) by Alan 

Hirsch and Debra Hirsch  

The Celtic Way of Evangelism, Tenth Anniversary Edition: How Christianity Can Reach 
the West . . .Again by George G III Hunter  
 
Change the World- Recovering the Message and Mission of Jesus by Mike Slaughter 
 
MissionalRenaissance- Changing the Scorecard for the Church by Reggie McNeal 
 
The Present Future: Six Tough Questions for the Church (Jossey-Bass Leadership 
Network Series) by Reggie McNeal 
 
A Work of Heart- Understanding How God Shapes Missional Leaders by Reggie 
McNeal 
 
Missional Map-Making- Skills for Leading in Times of Transition by Alan Roxburgh 
 
The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure, Marginal, Jesus Movement Became the 

Dominant Religious Force .... by Rodney Stark  

 

BLOGS/WEBSITES 

http://emergingumc.blogspot.com/ 

http://catapultconference.com/ 

www.forgeamerica.org 

www.missionalchurchnetwork.com 

http://www.qideas.org/ 

www.theforgottenways.org 
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Dr Suess Waxes Missional: A Pew Forum Report in Rhyme 
By Taylor Burton-Edwards, Director of Worship Resources, General Board of 
Discipleship 

 
 
 
 

 
 
In the days when the scholars 
of the Forum of Pew, 
had studied “Millennials”  
(though not all, quite a few) 
 
they found not just for them, 
or their parents, but theirs, 
that of those not in church, 
but at home in their chairs, 
 
why for sixty-five years now, 
of those who don’t come, 
four percent is the most 
who will get off their bum 
 
and decide, Yes I think 
that religion’s the thing; 
I’ll get off of my couch now, 
and come out and sing! 
 
Four percent, that is all, 
no matter what happened; 
while those leaving went up, 
those arriving stayed flattened. 
 
 Not the big tent revivals 
nor the TV crusades, 
nor the activist Christians 

who marched in parades 
 
 Not the new church growth movement 
with its principle “homogeneous’ 
nor the crafty new marketers 
with all of their genius, 
 
Neither lifting our hands, 
nor swaying our hips, 
nor being quite sensitive 
to the words on our lips 
Has made any change 
in the new ones who come; 
four percent is the figure, 
the number, the sum. 
 
While back in the forties, 
those leaving were seven, 
today’s figure is more 
by ten or eleven. 
 
With four coming in, 
and eighteen going out, 
it seems like religion 
has opened a spout. 
 
And while most are religious, 
or at least so they say, 
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their numbers are clearly 
now fading away. 
 
So maybe, just maybe, 
there’s no “next big thing” 
that will actually lead 
more to join us and sing. 
 
And maybe, perhaps,  
our whole focus was wrong. 
It’s not about bigness, 
or the size of the throng, 
 
It’s not about buildings, 
or credentials professional, 
its not about praise bands 
or costumed processional, 
 
It’s not about what 
we can do in our “show.” 
It’s much more about 
if we’re willing to go 
 
Where we are, and there find 
in the people we meet, 
in our houses, our neighborhoods, 
out on the street, 
 
In the faces of people,  
the ones who are real, 
not in programs or slogans, 
or any big deal, 
 
but God’s reign, though it seem 
like a small mustard seed, 
that sprouts, and then spreads 
like a fast-growing weed. 
 
Just to live where we are, 
just as if we’ve been sent 
to be witnesses, signs,  
of God’s kingdom that’s bent 
 
On saving us all,  
from the most to the least, 
and inviting us all 
to sit down at God’s feast 
 
And here, at that banquet, 
to give and to share 
the Water of Life, 

the Breath of pure air 
 
The touch that brings healing, 
the listening ear, 
the voice for the voiceless, 
each day, and each year 
 
To pour out our lives, 
in real time, here and now, 
as Christ pours in us, 
as our hearts may allow. 
 
We can’t make disciples 
like a widget or car; 
we disciple, as Jesus did, 
right where we are. 
 
Discipling doesn’t   
require big dollars, 
or pastors in polos 
or ties or in collars 
 
It doesn’t require  
that we spend on our selves 
to build family life centers 
for our own “little elves.” 
 
Discipling is free 
but costs all that we have. 
Will you pour out your life? 
Will you be healing salve 
 
Among those who are with you, 
and those far away 
as God’s kingdom still comes 
on this earth, here, today? 


